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Micrasoft 
Windows. 


You are the 


You start with a brilliant idea... 


You havea vision. Bring your com- 
pany online. Tie the workgroups to the 


customers. Distribute all kinds of infor- 
mation and electronic media. Or maybe 
launch a new business in cyberspace. 


You need more than just a BBS — 
you want an open platform for creating 
your own online service. A system that is 
tailored to your mission. And nobody 
can do it better than you. 


Start Right the First Time 


The Major BBS® Version 6.2 gives 
you everything you need to 
e-mail, forums, polls, file libraries, QWK, 
teleconference, a user registry, and more. 
Right away, you can plug in one or two 
modems in a DOS-based 386 or better 
and go online. 


‘Customize your look and feel with 


the built-in Menu Tree” and text block 
editor. Use Locks and Keys™ security for 
intuitive access control. Create unlimited 
user classes for accounting and system 
management. 


Enjoy auto-generated RIP graphics, 


MHS importing/exporting, full multi- 
lingual support, time analysis and user 
reports, CD-ROM utilities, remote Sysop 
management, “doors” to an auxiliary 
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You prototype your concept on a small scale 


quickly and inexpensively... 


machine, an activity audit trail, auto- 
cleanup and timed events — hundreds 
of special features designed to make 


your life as Sysop a success. 


But that’s just the beginning... 


Expand Your Horizons 


Next, you can integrate a wide array 
of add-on options. Installation is as easy 
as “A:INSTALL”. The Major BBS takes 
full advantage of DLL technology to 
dynamically link these features into your 
system. 


For instance, Fax/Online lets you 
provide outgoing fax-mail and fax data- 
base services to your users. Search and 
Retrieve gives you a full document data- 
base, with support for graphics files and 
fax attachments. And Internet mail and 
newsgroups can pipe right in with the 
Major Gateway/Internet package. 


Other DLL extensions available from 
Galacticomm include Shopping Mall, The 
Major Database, Entertainment Collection, 
Dial-Out, and a special version of the 
RIPaint GUI design tool. 


Use the Menu Tree designer to place 
these new options in the most conve- 


nient location. Full security control lets 


you decide which users will have access. 


You smoothly integrate multi-user 
applications as you need them... 


And because these DLLs are written in C 

and Assembly, they provide far greater 
than script 

languages or xBASE derivatives. 


You Need It? You Got It... 


Over 150 independent software ven- 
dors offer a wealth of products you can 
cleanly add to your system as DLLs. Plug 
in software such as: 


¢ multimedia document servers 
¢ MLS photograph databases 

* credit card verifiers 

¢ FIDO, QWK, RIME mail support 
online bidding networks 

¢ employment classifieds 

* 1-900 payment and tracking 

* interactive multiplayer games 
° worldwide “chat” networks 

* automatic call-back verifiers 

* contact management databases 
* alternate user languages 

¢ photograph dating services 
online purchasing systems 
satellite news delivery 

* remote management tools 

* and much, much more... 


Each of these products integrates 
directly into your system, taking full 
advantage of our and 


We just provide the tools. 


As you grow, you add more lines, hook up 
your LAN, connect to the Internet... 


multi-user environment. No other BBS 


platform gives you this power. 


“Doors” even let you interface to 
client/server databases and other DOS 
applications, as well as the programs 
written for multinode BBSes. 


With the Freedom to Grow 

As your system takes off, you can 
add S headache 
of multitaskers or stacks of computers. 
Simply add User Six-Pack licenses and 
hook up more modems. 


On ty THE Major BBS GIVES 
YOU THE POWER TO SUPPORT OVER 
100 SIMULTANEOUS HIGH-SPEED 
USERS ON ONE PENTIUM-CLASS 
MACHINE. 


In performance tests reported by 
Boardwatch Magazine, The Major BBS 
handled 
at 14.4 modem rates (1750 cps), and over 
64 at 28.8 modem speeds (3300 cps). In 
most real world cases, even more simul- 
taneous users are possible 


You can use multiport hardware such as 
the GalactiBoard and GalactiBox to easi- 


ly manage huge numbers of internal and 


external modems. (Galacticomm is the 
only BBS manufacturer with multi-user 


hardware design experience.) The Major 


BBS also works smoothly with non-intel- 
ligent hardware by vendors such as 
DigiBoard and Boca Research. 


And Connectivity For All 


Only The Major BBS gives you the 
ability to support modems, serial con- 
nections, IPX/SPX LAN channels, direct 
X.25 circuits, and TCP/IP sessions — all 
on one computer. Each channel group 
can have different menu branches and 
security controls, at your option. 


The Advanced LAN Option lets you 
create a bank of channels that will 
dynamically accept calls from computers 
around your office — directly through 


your Novell LAN. 


You can also provide national and 
international access at low cost via the 


X.25 Software Option and a PC XNet card 
— you avoid the inefficiencies and 
expense of a PAD. 


Our new Internet Connectivity Option 
lets you integrate a TCP/IP stack direct- 
ly into your BBS. You don’t need a 
separate machine to provide telnet in, 
telnet out, FTP client, and FTP server fea- 
tures to your users. Anonymous FTP and 
Internet surcharges are also supported. 


And you experience the success of your 
own, unique online service. 


A Bright Future Awaits You 
There are few limits to what you can 
accomplish with The Major BBS. The full 
CoE to the BBS is available, to 
give you the ultimate flexibility. Write 


your own add-on options, or tweak a 
particular function to your exact needs. 


And to address the needs of very 
high-end applications, Galacticomm has 
launched a division to 
provide The Major BBS platform on 
mini-computers and supercomputers. 


Integrated solutions, consulting, 
and custom development are available 
from Ambassador dealers worldwide. 
World-class support is available to you 
via voice, fax, BBS, CompuServe, and the 
Internet. A quarterly magazine called The 
Major News provides you tips and tricks, 
as well as a resource for third-party 
products and services. And regular soft- 
ware improvements bring you the latest 
in online technology. 


For more information, give us a call 
at 1-800-328-1128 (or 305-583-5990 out- 
side the U.S. and Canada). And let’s turn 


your visions into reality. 
GALACTICOMM 
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A New Age In, Telecommunications Is Here! 


Telix for Windows is the bright new star in graphical communications, sporting a rich feature set that runs 
rings around the competition and file transfer speeds that approach the speed of light. Graphics, menus 
and text are integrated with TWO powerful scripting languages in one stellar multimedia 
package. Built-in RIP 2ex¢é support turns an ordinary call into a graphical odyssey. 

Call today for a free demo, and discover how your system will evolve with 


Telix for Windows. de / LO Gom mM 
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Rusty Edie 


Call a different kind of BBS. “We 
are the Friendliest BBS in the 
World.” Our name says it all. Edie 
and I are a couple of burnouts from 
the 60s. We didn’t like rules then 
and we don’t now. Come on in and 
relax; you will be among friends. 
We have a huge adult section, 
including over three gigs of adult 
graphics, as well as a fine selection 
of public domain and shareware 
programs, including over a gig of 
family-type graphics. But that’s not 
what sets us apart. When you call 
the first time, youll know what no 
amount of words can tell you, you 
are Home. That’s right, put up your 
feet and enjoy yourself. 


We live by three no’s: “No 
Censorship, No Rules, No Hassle.” 


You’ ll find us like no other BBS: 


e We answer your messages and 
comments. 

e We answer your on-line pages. 

e We post our address. 

e We post our voice phone 
number. 


Rusty n Edie’s BBS 
7393 California Ave. 
Youngstown, OH 44512 


VOICG  cassucasyncceversoceses 216-726-4217 
FIST GY sssiniecccest 216-726-1804 
Compucom .............. 216-726-3584 
Hayes V-Series......... 216-726-3619 
AD (V2 CHOP ss carssand 216-726-2620 


AK: gar teiiehiayaisss 216-726-3595 


A matter of taste. 


I made the point here before that arguing DOS against Windows against Uni 
against Mac, etc., is a waste of paper. Which platform and which operating sys 
tem is best able to handle the reams of new connectivity options pelting us fre 
all directions is something each sysop and caller must decide for him or her 

Each has benefits others may not, and sometimes outweighing the desire t 
have a particular feature is one’s personal preference for elements inherent in 
this system or that one. So to take a stand defending one or the other can be 
likened somewhat to my telling you blue is a better color than green. Truly, it’s 
a matter of taste. (Whew, diplomatic enough?) 

I use this preface to counterbalance the slew of “wowees!” we encountered 
from callers and sysops regarding a software package we’re exploring in this 
issue. 

The software is Excalibur BBS, a bulletin board system for Windows that’s 
been in beta for the past several months. (Beta schmeta, the pre-commercial 
release is already being run by many as a full- ‘fledged BBS. ) And it essentially 
takes the Windows environment and places it online. a 
graphics, multi-chat, GIF previews, and plug-ins for the callers. For sysops 
there’s simplicity galore, the option to run the board completely i in the back- 
ground and one nifty make-my-life-easier feature after another. 

But there are drawbacks, too. Excalibur is a fledgling company and as of — 
this writing v1.0 hasn’t even hit the streets. i: 

On the other hand plans are already made for Internet connectivity and 
Excalibur for “Chicago,” the next Windows. Page 16. 


USR (U.S. Robotics) is no fledgling, but you wouldn’t know it by the: 
advertising, great service, industry-leading technology, and flat-out 
modems. Young companies ten : 
and claw a little more than the 
going on? : 


PLANET CONNECT IS SHAPING x. 
‘ok THE FUTURE OF BBSES! * - 


In Less Than One Year, Planet Connect Has Become The Primary Link For 
The Exchange Of BBS Data In All Regions Of North America. To Hear About 
These Changes Read The Following Comments From Some Of Our Users. 


“[ have been on the Planet Connect Satellite service for the past six months. The service has been excellent. 
Our BBS membership has increased substantially. | would strongly recommend Planet Connect to anyone alt 
plans on running a quality BBS.” epee > ert 
pannle Andrews- -SysOp The Nexus ao FOUTS ET VA (703) 898-7205", se: eee 


oh & 


=} just ofa ‘t believe the truly eateries amount of data that Started coming into my BBS. My users really ate 
it up. I've added more than 50 new areas and my phone bill never goes up.” et, ok ; 

In Your Face BBS! (505) 891-1424 Greg Rosler-SysOp Rio Rancho, New Mexico. 7 * aS 
“My long Fees phone bills were killing me, at Ayah $900. 00/month for connecting to various mail networks 
and downloading the latest popular files. Now | get several times that volume of message conferences for only 
$30.00 a month! It's an incredible deal! And, I'm receiving So many new shareware files, | have to purge them 
from time to time, because | can't keep up! Can you imagine, having so much data sent right to your hard disk, 
that you have to be selective about what to keep? But I'm not complaining, I'd have to pay a small fortune for , 
this kind of service via land line just for the message areas alone! Keep up the great work.” «+ .-, . 
PC Cool Baby BBS, Mark Krieg-SysOp, York, PA aes ee + ‘, S 


“l have been with Planet Connect since the first beta test pe in 1993 and | must say that | have had Fee 
zero problems since that time. As one of the first ‘betas' | have been a very satisfied sysop to say the least. | 
wholeheartedly recommend the system to any sysop wanting a timely and extremely reliable mail and file 
system. This system WILL bring about change i in the way that bulletin board systems send and receive echomail 
and shareware file areas.” sey 

The Atlanta Information System BBS, “Mark A Hopkins-System Operator, Atlanta, Georgia +, . . 
“Since purchasing the Planet Connect system, the BBS's income has increased by 500% due to the fact my BBS 
became the first BBS in the community to carry a full feed of Usenet at very low fixed cost, rather than paying 
hourly fees as most BBSes offer. It is WELL worth it and I strongly recommend it to those who want to cut down 
high cost in phone and service costs and make incomes from their BBS!” 

M.T.C. Online BBS, Richard Reed- ~SysOp,, ee VA «4s 
“Ever since I ve Started my BBS 4 years ago, | could never Alia receiving more than a dozen conferences 
because of high long-distance costs. But now with Planet Connect, | have over 500 online, and more file distri- 
bution nets than | would have ever imagined receiving,-witbout any extra costs! Believe me, you'll be looking at 
your satellite dish with a great big smile... more F 
CompuBBS, Paul SAAS) Edmundston, NB Canada (aU sca *« 


“The Planet Connect System has pean enhanced my BBS with a wide variety of both mail conferences and 
downloadable files. It also has vastly reduced my long distance phone charges. Planet Connect is THE vehicle 
that can turn a small BBS into a full-service online information system!” 
The Twilight Zone BBS, John Hrusovszky-SysOp, Auburndale, Wisconsin ie Oe: 2758/2700 
For more information contact: Voice: 615-623-8300 ' 
Planet Systems, Inc. *« Fax: 615-623-8751 
« «%, 1065 Cosby Highway BBS: 615-623-9889 : 
* * Newport, Tennessee 37821 Fidonet: 1:3615/50 


NuiQ Delivers Talking BBS 
for Visually impaired 


LARCHMONT, NY — NulQ Software 
Inc. is shedding light where before 
there was none. Or is that sound? 

The company, maker of Powerboard 
BBS software, has released a complete 
BBS system for blind, visually impaired 
and dyslexic sysops. 

Called Powerboard Speech (PBS), 
the system’s code has been altered to 
transmit speech through a voice synthe- 
sizer allowing those without sight to 
operate and call a bulletin board. 

“PBS will introduce many voice- 
synthesis users to a ‘usable’ BBS pack- 
age providing them with equality with 
their sighted counterparts,” said John 
Altmeyer, a visually impaired 
Indianapolis sociologist who served as 
technical advisor for the project. “Also, 
blind and visually impaired people net- 
work among themselves and PBS will 
enhance the process.” 

PBS looks and functions just as a 
typical Powerboard BBS, only prompts, 
bulletins, messages etc. are sent orally 
as well as visually. And RiPserip graph- 
ics can be added for sighted callers. 

“No longer are we providing software 
for a handful of hackers who see running 
a BBS as an avocation participated in 
the wee hours of the night,” said Scott 
Brown, NulQ president. “The recent 
commitment of most of the BBS software 
manufacturers to add programming lan- 
guages is in effect a realization thai we 
no longer know what each customer will 
do with our software. We feel providing 
software for the blind and visually 
impaired is one of the next steps.” 

PBS is offered at $99 for a four-line 
system and available through 
Powerboard Speech’s support BBS at 
317.784.2422, or directly from NulQ at 
914.833.3479 (voice), 834.7830 (BBS). 
Altmeyer can be reached directly at 
317.782.3488. 


ALEX BBS — for Windows 


SANTA BARBARA, CA — Excalibur 
isn’t the only one creating a total MS 
Windows BBS. Durand Communi- 
cations Network, creators of the 


Genesys Database and the remarkable 
FILEX, has released FILEX BBS. 


Dubbed a fully client/server, all 
Windows, multi-user BBS, FILEX BBS 
is actually a child of the company’s 
FILEX API product. 

“We designed a collection of easy- 
to-use modules and created the FILEX 
BBS,” said Andre Durand, DCN CEO. 
“These modules include Email, 
Messaging, File Library, Chat, 
Accounting and Security.” 

Durand said the release will place in 
the hands of businesses, entrepreneurs 
and government agencies the tools 
needed for hammering out their own 
online services. 

Included in the BBS package is 
DCN’s new online graphical protocol 
called WIP (Windows Interface 
Protocol) for creating dynamic online 
screens with the look and feei of a true 


Windows interface. 

According to DCN, the purpose of 
this new graphical protocol is to give 
providers the ability to create real 
Windows screens that transmit over the 
modem pronto. 

To develop the WIP files, Durand 
created the DC Interface Builder, a 
Windows utility with mouse support 
and online help that walks users 
through the process of drawing 
Windows menus. Once created, the DC 
Interface Builder saves the file as text 
-—— the next step is to place it online. 

The WIP allows for 24-bit color 
menus and embedded compressed 
images, Windows icons, buttons, text, 
and pick lists. WIP menus can be 
viewed by end-users through a share- 
ware terminal program provided by 


DC Interface Builder 


File Edit View Tools Window 


DCN in Windows or Mac platforms. 
For more information, contact DCN 


al 805.961.8700. 


Leapfrog: 
A Marriage in BPS Heaven 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL. — 


Galacticomm, Inc., makers of The 
Major BBS, and Equinox Systems, Inc., 
manufacturer of SuperSerial 
Technology (SST) intelligent multiport 
boards, have teamed up to develop a 
multi-user BBS package that, quite 
simply, screams. 

Called “Project Leapfrog,” the result 
of the collaboration is 128 simultane- 
ous file transfers at 38,400 bps and 104 
simultaneous transfers at 57,600 bps, 
all while maintaining peak performance 
of the system. One test even topped 
230,400 bps. 


Results like these were achieved on 


a single Pentium machine — a P5-60 
computer running The Major BBS v6.2 
and the new Equinox driver. A 128- 
channel Equinox SuperSerial XP 
Expandable Multiport I/O Subsystem 
was allached to the BBS via a single 
slot ISA interface card, RJ45 serial 
cables were then run to five 486-66 
“exerciser” machines for downloading. 
“Our focus is to deliver the highest 
performance platform for launching an 
interactive online service on a single 
486 or Pentium-class machine,” said 
Scott Brinker, Galacticomm’s president 
and CEO. “This joint development with 
Equinox introduces a whole new gener- 
ation of performance for our customers 
— right in time for 28.8 modems and 
ISDN modems to take off on a wide 


scale. No other online service platform 
comes close.” 

Galacticomm said the integration of 
the Equinox driver was made possible 
by the Galacticomm Custom Device 
Interface (GCDI), an open API that 
allows developers to create add-on con- 
nectivity for The Major BBS. 

Equinox is the first independent 
vendor to create a GCDI driver and 
with The Major BBS’s modem, serial, 
Novell LAN, X.25, and TCP/IP sup- 
port, the benefits quickly muscle out 
any drawbacks. Future development, 
said Brinker, could include GCDI 
options for direct ISDN, ATM, frame- 
relay and other network protocols. 

The Equinox driver runs $259..For 
more information contact Galacticomm 


at 800.328.1128. 


ResNova — RiPped 
and Webbed 


HUNTINGTON BEACH — ResNova 
Software. makers of the NovaLink Pro 
(BBS) for Macintosh, has announced 
plans to develop RIPterm 2.0 
Professional for Mac and Windows. The 


development is a joint venture between 


ResNova Software Inc. and Telegrafix 
Communications Inc. 

“The package will be published and 
marketed through Telegrafix, the cre- 
ators of RIP” said Jon Kantor, 
ResNova’s CEO. “We've had a good 
working relationship with Telegrafix. 
The joint effort is a perfect match. The 
combined effort of the two companies 
will result in the development of a 
world-class terminal program.” 

“RiPscrip 2.0 is a powerful tool that 
fundamentally changes the way people 
use computer networks to work, play 
and communicate,” said Patrick 
Clawson, president and CEO of 
Telegrafix: “It’s fast, fun and easv. It 
allows any person, anywhere to take 
part in the Information Revolution.” 

RiPserip 2.0 can dynamically inte- 
grate graphics, photos and text. Sysops 
can create screens with text, digitized 
sounds and high-resoiution JPEG 
images with up to 16.7 million colors. 
And with speeds of 14,400 or higher 
baud, the images appear almost instan- 
taneously. The new device-independent 
bitmap icon format (BMP/DIB) gives 
sysops cross-platform compatibility, so 
screens appear virtually identical on 
both a PC and a Macintosh. Also, 
RIPscrip 2.0 allows the import of both 
Adobe Type 1 and TrueType fonts, so 
an almost unlimited number of fonts 
can be used on the screens. Other fea- 
tures include the ability to handle seri- 
al communications and multimedia 
effects simultaneously — music can be 
played and graphics displayed without 
interrupting any incoming information. 
RIPserip also has many advanced video 
capabilities such as off-screen bitmaps, 
color masking, palette manipulation, 
image scaling, color reduction, and 

vlobal/local video 
coordinate systems. 


11tZ=Help Alt=Memu RiPscrip 19280 Cond © 
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Example of RiPterm 2.0 emulation for the PC on a NovaLink BBS. 


The new RIPterm 
program will support 
rates from 300 to 
115.200 baud. 
Protocols supported 
include ASCII text, 
QuickB, Kermit, 
Xmodem, Y modem, 
and Zmodem. 
Terminal emulations 
include RIPscrip, 
Novaterm, ANSI, 


Teline B27 


Doorway, TTY, and VT100. RIPterm 
2.0 has keystroke macros and a dialing 
directory that can hold up to 1,000 dif- 
ferent numbers. 

Additionally every RIPterm Pro for 
Mac and Windows will include 
Novaterm emulation for dialing into 
NovaLink Pro BBSs. 

RIPterm 2.0 will be priced at $10 
during an introductory period. 

Kantor said RIPterm for Mac should 
debut in the first quarter of 1995. 

For information contact Telegrafix 
Communications, Inc., 16458 Bolsa 
Chica, Suite #15, Huntington Beach, 
CA 92649. Call 714.379.2131; fax: 
714.379.2132; BBS: 714.379.2133; 
email: 76357.3572@compuserve.com. 


N_> VACENTRAS 


Example of Novaterm 3.11 emulation for Mac ona Noval ink BBS. 


RESNOVA ADDS WWW TO NOVALINK PRO 


ResNova has announced World Wide 
Web support for NovaLink Professional 
4.0, expected to be released by the end 
of 1994. 

NLP 4.0 will include Novaterm for 
Windows and HTML (Hyper-Text 
Mark-up Language) support. 

Kantor said ResNova is committed 
to bringing the resources of the Internet 
to everyone who has access to a com- 
puter. This will be accomplished with a 
series of products that enhance user 
interfaces, giving non-technical users 
easy navigation on the Internet. 

The NovaLink server will allow 
users, without direct Internet connec- 
tions, to access Internet mail, Usenet 
news and World Wide Web via modem, 
X.25, AppleTalk, and telnet connec- 
tions. 

ResNova will incorporate a hyper- 
text editor so document creators can be 
more specific about fonts and document 
layout. With NovaLink, any message 


area can contain a hypertext document 
such as email, public forums or server 
announcements. Any text or graphic 
can be a “Hot Link” or “Anchor” to 
other HTML documents. For example, 
users will be able to send email and 
post public messages that contain pic- 
tures, sounds, movies, and links to 
other material found on a local 
machine, LAN or the Internet. 

When a user presses on the Hot 
Link, it retrieves anything that can be 
identified by a URL (a URL, or 
Uniform Resource Locator, specifies 
how to get information on the Internet). 

Common uses for these Anchors are 
to play sounds, display high-resolution 
pietures, download files from FTP 
servers, purchase 
products online, and 
link to other HTML 
documents on the 
World Wide Web. 

To sysops this 
means HTML will 
allow external appli- 
cations to return 
graphical results and 
allow the users to do 
graphical manipula- 
tions. Indeed HTML 


gives users more con- 


_ eS 


trol over their environ- 
ment, as they will be able to create 
their own private hypertext documents, 
with links into favorite areas. 

“HTML affords NovaLink the ability 
to create a virtual environment where 
information is shared across the net- 
work eliminating the need to clone doc- 
uments.” 

For further information, contact 
ResNova Software, Inc., 5011 Argosy 
Drive #13, Huntington Beach, CA 
92649. Or call 714.379.9000; fax: 
714.379.9014; BBS: 714.379.9004; 


email: sales@resnova.com. 


Mr. Sysop Goes to 
Washington 


Seems BBSs have evolved into some- 
thing anyone can handle. The U.S. gov- 
ernment has gotten into the act (actual- 
lv some agencies have been online for 
years) with a few boards of their own. 
There are many more than what’s here, 
but they bored us to tears or didn’t 


aie NOVEMBER 1994 BBS MAGAZINE 


answer our calls. A few that did 
include: 

® Federal Register Electronic News 
Delivery (BBS). Laws, news, announce- 
ments, public documents, and more — 
202.275.0920. 

¢ FedWorld BBS. Government BBS 
network with press releases and 
speeches, job info and stats — 
703.321.8020. Telnet: fedworld.gov- 
new. 

¢ Government Printing Office (BBS). 
Info promulgated by various govern- 
ment agencies — 202.512.1387. 

¢ Office of Government Ethics BBS. 
No comment. Ethics regulations, train- 
ing session info and reports — 
202.523.1186. 

¢ U.S. Small Business Administra- 
tion (BBS). Information from the SBA 
on biz development, office listings, ete. 


— 800. 697.4636. 


Do-Over! 


In a recent issue we slightly overstated 
the abilities of a product from Durand 
Communications. The product: FILEX 
v2.0. The Overstatement: We said 
callers to the Windows host could view 
host files remotely. Well, they can’t. 
Not yet, anyway. Callers can, however, 
drag ’n drop the files and read them off 
their own systems — no matter what 
the format. 


The Skinny 


DAYNA COMMUNICATIONS INC. started 
shipping in August its PCMCIA mobile 
access server for AppleTalk clients. 
IBM has joined COMMERCENET for what’s 
being called the initial large-scale mar- 


ket trial of electronic commerce on the 


Net. 


NOVALINK TECHNOLOGIES, INC., in 
August began shipping NovaModem 
144, a 14,400 bps data/fax modem that 
enables voice-messaging on a single 
PCMCIA Type II card. 

INFINITY COMPUTER PRODUCTS, INC., 

has released a device that turns an 
everyday fax machine into an optical 
scanner. 

MEDIAPOINT has released its Windows 
ZiP-COMM 3.1, a product integrating 
data, fax and email. [=m 


Think Of It As The Fast Lane On 
The Information Superhighway. 


Q modemPro for Windows by Mustang Software zooms past the 
competition. With no roadblocks in sight. This feature-filled, 
power-packed communications software makes it easy for Windows 
users to dial into BBS systems. It’s the first program to support both 
data and fax communications from a single phonebook. With a modem 
that supports adaptive answering, you can receive both fax and data 
calls while in Host Mode, a limited-feature BBS program that lets you 
set up your PC to receive incoming modem calls. You can also send a 
fax directly from any Windows application using the QmodemPro for 
Windows printer driver. It's easy. Its all in one integrated package. And 
ifs available now. 

QmodemPro for Windows is the first Windows product to support 
RiPscrip graphics, so you can plug into the thousands of BBSs offering 
graphics and full mouse support online. It also has more than 30 of the 
most popular terminal emulations, 10 built-in file transfer protocols 
including Zmodem, CIS B+ and Kermit, plus up to 40 programmable 
macro buttons. GmodemPro for Windows also lets you associate icons 
to each entry in your dialing directory, so you can create a true 
Windows phonebook. Each phonebook entry tracks up to 5 numbers, 
and groups of entries can be saved and dialed. 

With QmodemPro for Windows, file transfers are made easy with 
features like drag-and-drop uploads from the Windows File Manager 
and live .GIF file viewing during downloads. The built-in GIF viewer 
lets you zoom .GIF and .BMP files, or mark and copy portions of the 
picture to the Windows clipboard. You can put the Windows multitasking 
environment to work: use it to transfer files in the background while 
you work in your word processor or spreadsheet applications, or get in 
a few quick games of Solitaire. No other communications software 
does Windows like QmodemPro. 

QmodemPro's new script language, SLIQ, gives you unparalleled 
power, speed and flexibility. With the AutoLearn feature, you can let 
QmodemPro record your scripts automatically without having to learn 
how to program. SLIQ scripts are compiled for fast, secure operation, 
plus we include a powertul script debugger and text editor. 

QmodemPro for Windows also supports sound cards, so you can 
play your favorite WAV file automatically when you connect to a BBS, 
and during other events like a successful fax transmission. 

Whether you're a BBS beginner or a Seasoned modem user, you'll 
find QmodemPro for Windows to be a flexible, easy-to-use communi- 
cations tool, with twice as many features as competitive products. And 
at a better price: only $99 retail. 


(DOS version also available) Pig-corages isi, 
i j oftware, Etc., 
If you want to get on the information CompUSA And 
Superhighway, don’t get stuck in the slow [a= aana—pay Parsee 
lane. Move ahead fast with QnodemPro Retailers 
Nationwide. 


for Windows by Mustang Software. 


Call Today 
800-208-0616 


msuns Connecting The World In ‘94 
aaa Los Mustang Software, Inc, ¢ 6200 Lake Ming Read Bakersfield, CA 93306 
805-873-2500 © FAX 805-873-2599 © BBS 805-873-2400 


t was the greatest known company in 
the galaxy. 
This was years ago, however, when 


the firm was called U.S. Robotics and 


Mechanical Men — long before modem 


chipsets and 28.8Kbps connections; 
back when all USRMM created was 


synthetic, metallic people. 
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Times changed and the country’s need for androids dimin- 
ished with the end of the Cold War, but the demand for 
communications did't. 

And in a show of incredible diversification, USR 
dropped the MM division, put modem development and 
networking al the top of its priority list and gave itself a 
running slart toward once again becoming the grealest 
known company in the galaxy. 


While it might not have happened exactly this way 
(USR did get its name from science fiction writer Isaac 
Asimov’s “I, Robot,” where U.S. Robotics and Mechanical 
Men ranked as the galaxy’s best company), for many out 
there the story might be as plausible as anything else... 
especially when you consider the way USR has seemed to 
come from the shadows lately, beaming to market reliable 
high-tech at decidedly low-tech prices. 

A modem design and manufacturing company at heart, 
U.S. Robotics of Skokie, IIL, has maintained an edge over 
the competition in image and in fact. Heck, net sales were 
nearly $200 million in 1993 and estimated at $366 million 


Otis) 
et) MOEN 


SO SiNht-on teu cyn cull tel 
Thing gnu ger gweyy with it. 


their own fibews — giving mass to what 
dineuhee floats around as touted vapor. 


This ain't your father's modem 


The latest to emerge from USR’s labs at presstime — labs 

that keep the factory lit 24 hours a day, every day — is 

the “V.Everything.” RAD See Vee 
COON TNete E75... 


U.S. Robotics CEO, 
Casey Cowell 
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USR 144 PCMCIA. 


Even before shipping began, it 
seemed USR was everywhere — in the 
press, on the Net and on plenty of 
backs in the form of flashy T-shirts. 

And there’s a reason for the atten- 
tion: Courier now carries the ability to 
connect automatically with any other 
modem at that modem’s highest speed, 
supporting all international standards 
and popular proprietary protocols. 
There’s support for the Rockwell 
V.Fast Class, V.32 terbo and JTU-T 
V.34 for 28.8 Kbps. 

And, due to a bit of forward thinking 
and something called “upgradable 
design” (begun by USR two years ago), 
the company has nearly 30 products 
upgradable to V.34 through its free 
FLASH ROM software download, 
daughterboard upgrades and EPROM 
(chip) upgrades. 

“Compatibility is a key concern for 
both our resellers and customers,” said 
Michael Seedman, USR vice president 
and GM, upon the modems’ release. 
“The new Courier platform provides a ~ 
level of compatibility that no other 
company can match. We’re providing 
the most connectable modems on the 
market for a very reasonable price.” 

For those confused by V.this and 
V.that, follow this guide: V.32 standard 
represents 9,600 bits per second (bps); 
V.32bis can send data at 14,400 bps — 
an area USR conquered a couple years 
back by taking a risk on new technolo- 


gy, and doing so first; V.32terbo can 
handle 19.2; and, V.Fast and V.34 
operate at 28,800 bps. In practical 
terms, with the V.Everything connected 
to another 28.8, expect to transfer a 
meg in about five minutes. 

And with USR’s own Adaptive 
Speed Leveling (ASL), unlike any other 
V.34, the Courier senses line noise and 


interference then levels off at a com- 
fortable speed. Without ASL, a modem 
would be dogged by start-stops and 
consequently take considerably more 
time to transfer files. 

USR has obviously afforded untold 
time and effort in the area of R&D, but 
in the often-overlooked domain of cus- 
tomer satisfaction they may have 
excelled even more. There’s the beefed 
up technical support staff (increased 
four times over in the past year) and the 
general reaching out to first-timers and 
old hands alike. 

“We spent a lot of time last year 
examining the different ways we inter- 
face with customers,” Seedman told a 
trade publication recently, “from how 
our staff answers the phone, to the 
number of technical support people 
available and how they resolve issues.” 

Result? A tech-support wait time of 
between one and four minutes, often 
less. 


CompuServe connections 


USR’s connections have been impress- 
ing users long before the V.Everythings. 
“Companies such as CompuServe 
have standardized on our modems for 

their central site network and local 


Total Control, USR’s access platform for hybrid networks, connecting remote users through a variety of 
analog and digital WANs. TC interfaces with Token Ring, Ethernet, X.25 and can support ISDN and 
frame relay packet networks. In other words, remote users can access data no matter where they are, 
from virtually any LAN. 
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Sportster V.34 Data/Fax with V.FC and V.32bis. 


points of presence,” said USR’s Lauri 
Lentz. “We’re also very strong in the 
bulletin board arena. One of the reasons 
we’ve done well in these markets is 
because of our strength in compatibility. 
Information services, such as 
CompuServe, have a tremendous variety 
of modems connecting to them and they 
need to know that the modems they 
have installed will meet the challenge.” 

This is all a far cry from the days of 
the acoustic coupler in the ’70s. It was 
then that USR’s top-of-the-line device 
cruised along at only 30 cps. The new 
Courier can beat this a hundred times 
over, 

Casey Cowell, USR chairman, presi- 
dent and CEO, may be the only one 
who can attest to this first hand. After 
16 years, he’s the last of three founders, 
which included Paul Collard and Steve 
Muka. 

Today, out of an Art Deco factory 
built in 1932 for a pharmaceutical 
manufacturer, USR markets the tools 
for the drug of the future: communica- 
tion. Five products/brands of its own 
include: Courier, Sportster, WorldPort, 
Shared Access, and Total Control (with 
various versions of each). 

Said a USR spokesperson: “Most 
people are familiar with Courier — it’s 
our flagship product and is designed for 
speed and compatibility. The Courier 
‘V Everything,’ which we’ve been ship- 
ping since mid-August, is the only 
modem to support V.34, V.Fast Class 
and V.32 terbo, ensuring that you'll be 
able to connect at the highest speed 
possible.” 

How much speed? Expect 3,200 cps 
when transferring a .ZIP file and a blis- 


Courier V.34 Data/Fax with V.FC and V.32bis. 


tering 6,800 cps on a straight text file. 
USR’s two other modem lines are 
Sportster fax and data modems (priced 
with the home and small business mar- 
ket in mind, says USR), and WorldPort 
PCMCIA and external portable 
modems. The Sportster is widely credit- 
ed (or damned, depending on your 
view) for ripping the bottom out of 
modem pricing. At a time when most 
competitors were ready to “stick a fork 
in it,” USR sold Sportsters at such a 
breakneck pace they wound up with 


just one problem — lack of supply. 


That accounts for consumer 


modems, but USR is covering other 
bases as well, namely networking. 

The company’s Shared Access prod- 
ucts, for Novell networks, are placed in 
two categories: remote access products 
and fax servers. 

The Shared Access Fax server pro- 
vides an unlimited software license 
with any number of users on the LAN 
(Local Area Network). 

The Shared Access COM server and 
LAN modem both support remote node 
and remote control applications, as well 
as dial-out. 


CONTINUES... 


¢ Courier V.Everything. Here is the only modem to support all three high-speed 


modem protocols. 
* Sportster V.34 


* Rackmount and PCMCIA. USR is releasing a portable product for PCMCIA 2.0 slots. 
Like all the V.34, this modem will be backward-compatible with ITU-T V.32bis for 
14.400 bps data transfer and other slower protocols. It will include ITU-T V.17/14.4 bps 


fax capabilities. 


USR is also on schedule this fall for a variety of V.34-compliant cards for use with its 
Total Control Enterprise Network Hub and Transaction Processing Hub rackmount sys- 


tems. Products include quad analog, digital and analog/digital cards (four modems per 
card), and dual card V.34 analog modems (two modems per card). 
The products will allow backbone services, online services, corporate data centers 
i and Regional Bell Operating Companies (RBOCs) to take advantage of V.34 capabilities. 
« Shared Access LAN modem 2.0. Details on the V.34 were not yet available but the 
2.0 (which includes dial-in remote node/remote control capabilities, dial-in PPP support, 
dial-out capabilities, and dial-up LAN-to-LAN routing) is currently upgradable to V.34 


through FLASH ROM software download. 


e Shared Access COM server. Remote control, message/mail routing and modem 
sharing. Upgradable to V.34 through FLASH ROM. 
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This, especially, has caught the eye of potential and current 
sysops, according to USR. The reasons are simple: the product 
is essentially a PC with a high-end modem and network inter- 
face card, providing a compact, reasonably cost-effective plat- 
form for running a BBS. 

But the powerhouse of the USR line is easily Total Control. 
Here is a WAN (Wide Area Network) communications plat- 
form including modems, X.25 PADs, T-1 interfaces and inter- 
faces to Ethernet and Token Ring networks, all SNMP man- 
ageable. Total Control is currently being utilized by the likes 
of Advantis and MCI Telecommunications Corporation (for- 
merly BT North America), and supports applications such as 
transaction processing and dial-in remote access. 

And when it comes to Internet, USR manages to double up 
on the market — Total Control for the Internet providers, 
Courier and Sportster for the clients. 

Looking to the future, as USR seems to do a lot of these 
days, the corporation sees a variety of opportunities, including 
ISDN, Although company reps stated flatly that USR is “in the 
access business,” it’s not hard to imagine it entering other 
areas. Mechanical men, perhaps? 

The suggested retail price for the Courier V.34 external 


USR designs, manufactures and markets data communications sys- 
tems and products for data centers, networks, transaction processing 
centers, regional Bell operating companies and, of course, BBSers. 
Begun as a modem manufacturer in the late 70s, the now-public com- 
pany (NASDAQ: USRX) ranks as a major player in internetworking 
equipment manufacturing. Two divisions have been set up within the 
company: the Personal Communications Division (modems and per- 
sonal communications) and the Corporate/Systems group (where cor- 
porate customers, RBOCS, Internet service providers and value-added 
networks are handled). 

e 1982 — USR introduces Password, the industry’s first 1200 bps 
auto-dial modem to use standard, off-the-shelf microprocessors. 

¢ 1985 — Introduced the first “affordable” 2400 modem, the 
Courier 2400. 

* 1987 — Unveiled the Courier HST 9600 modem, the first under- 
$1,000 high-speed device designed for PCs and workstations. 

° 1988 — Released the Courier HST Dual Standard, the first indus- 
try standard CCITT V.32 modem that also communicates at hi 
speeds with the installed base of Courier pelbrictag. modems 
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with VFC and V.32bis is $595 ($545 internal). For the Dual 
Standard V.34 with HST retail price is $795 ($745 internal). 
Remember, actual street prices are usually considerably less. 
However, for the latest information on all USR products and 
sysop prices call 800.DIAL.USR. For the BBS call 
708.982.5092. 


Shared Access Comm. Server 386. 


e 1991 — Successfully raised $28.3 million through the initial 


‘public offering, in which 2,380,000 shares of common stock were 


offered by the company. 

¢ 1992 — Entered the LAN-WAN connectivity market with the 
launch of Shared Access remote LAN access products. The Shared 
Access line has since been expanded to include products for network- 
based fax and LAN-to-LAN routing. 

e 1992 — Established a strategic partnership with Advantis (a joint 
venture between Sears Technology Services, Inc. and 1BM), to supply 
both Enterprise Network Hub and Transaction Hub technology, there- 
by entering the Wide Area Network marketplace. These communica- 
tions systems provide central data sites with network integration and 
reduced transaction verification times. 

¢ 1992 — Net sales for fiscal 1992 increased 43 percent to $112.4 
million from $78.8 mill on in fiscal-1+991. Net income advanced 49 
percent to $10.9 million from $7.3 million in fiscal 1991. 

© 1993 — Successfully faised $20.7 million through the followup 
offering of 1,000, 
#1993 — introduced products*for high-speed cellular data trans- 
ission based on GST Cellular protocol and adaptation of the 
ry 16,800 Be HST technology. 
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bei minute! 


~ hour —one of the lowest online 


costs | know of. It’s up to 40% 


better than the competition. 


A seasoned fly-fisherman who has cast his line 
in waters all around the world, Allan Liu knows a 
thing or two about “online” time! And he knows 
that no one else has a better catch for long 


distance BBS callers than MCI PC CONNECT: 


- of ~~ rT] 
eres ave with MUI PC CONNECT 
“ se ny J : ee —* 

Pi : 2 For just $3 a month, you choose a Calling Circle® of up to 20 
e 

Allan Liu, BBS user and SysOp, 4 BBS numbers in the U.S. plus 3 international numbers. 
e 

Fly Fishing Network 914-245-9770 e ” E P 
4 Each time you call a number in your circle, you save an 
e 
b automatic 20% off MCI’s already low rates—even if 
: they’‘re not MCI customers! 

It’s not just another big fish 


Double your savings to 40% every time you go online 


story. It's real savings at : " ' 
to a BBS that is also an MCI customer in your Calling 


the end of your line. 
Circle. Pay as little as 71/2 cents per minute or $4.50 


an hour during evening/weekend calling hours. 


Sign up and| get 1 hour of free long distance!* CONNECT 


*RECFIVE TWO CERTIFICATES WORTH $1020 TO APPLY TOWARD FUTURF MCI BILLS. CERTIFICATES REPRESENT 60 MINUTE EVENING CALLING IN CONTINENTAL U.S, USING MCI DIAL 1 SERVICE 


f you don’t like the 
look and feel of Microsoft 
Windows, you might as well 
forget about Excalibur BBS. 

The new software from 
Excalibur Communications 
takes all the ease and versa- 
tility of Windows and puts it 
online in a BBS package 
made for the technically 
disinclined and the visually 
insatiable. 

For Windows users, this 
adds up to a godsend. For 
DOSers? Well, let’s just say 
a conversion might be in 


your future. 


But Excalibur is not about Windows 
vs. DOS-based systems. [t’s about sim- 
plification, quick, clean graphics, 
thumb-nail images and multitasking. 
And it’s about power and grace, the 
description Excalibur Communications 
hopes will be conveyed to users as it 
was to moviegoers of the film by the 
same name. 

Early reviews might confirm it, 
Excalibur has enjoyed some of the best 
returns in recent memory during its 10- 
month beta testing. Many sysops we 
spoke with were astounded at what was 
being offered callers. Still, roughly the 
same number had concerns over limita- 
tions on the part of the sysop. And 
though Excalibur Communications 
gladly drinks in the praises, the compa- 
ny has not become inebriated with it, 
swiftly turning problems and com- 
plaints of beta testers into new features. 

It was in 1992 that Eric Weber, 
Excalibur chief, decided to do a 
Windows imaging database. Building 
on the experience of his company of 
five years — Picture Data, which creat- 
ed online databases for the jewelry 
industry — he figured on a sure thing. 
Weber formed Advanced Imaging 
Technology to handle the task. But with 
a non-existent advertising budget he 
just “couldn’t penetrate the market,” he 
said, So with a product 90 percent com- 
plete on Jan. 7 of 1993, Weber looked 


at "90 Windows market research num- 
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Excalibur.BBS takes MS Windows 
online, and then some. 


bers decided to abandon the database 
plan and instead build what had been 
missing — a true Windows BBS. 

“We started immediately on devel- 
opment,” Weber said. As he tells it, he 
and his team sat down and wrote all 
they wanted to cram into the package 
then fired off a technical profile “press 
release” to PC Ohio. That was a Friday. 


By Monday calls were coming in from 
as far away as South Africa. 

Now, as Excalibur v1.0 heads for the 
market, sysop beta testers around the 
world have become its best advocates 
— preaching its benefits to the choir of 
Windows users and to skeptical 
W indows-haters. 

Many callers are already sold (beta 
testers were given a discount and free 
upgrades to the commercial version). 
On the Net, the commercial services 
and BBSs, the chatter has been rising 
about what Excalibur can do. And what 
it can’t. 

One beta sysop said his only com- 


plaint was the wait for the commercial 
release. He said he’s been running a 
Spitfire board for six years and still is 
(something other sysops said they plan 
to do — run both boards simultaneous- 
ly). He said he had the BBS up and 
running in three hours and that v1.0 
“should be awesome” as long as 
Excalibur keeps its promise of batch 
mail capabilities and Door (plug-in) 
enhancement. 


Since the beginning of this year, 
Excalibur’s consumer base has been 
doubling every three to four month’s. 

“We now have over 2,000 private 
and corporate beta sites worldwide,” 
Weber said in late August. “We have 
been astounded al the response.” 

Weber, with subjective enthusiasm, 
sums up Excalibur this way: “Never 
before has there been a bulletin board 
system engineered with the features of 
Excalibur. By utilizing the Windows 
environment, we have created a BBS 
system which is 100 percent GUI ori- 
ented, transfers binary color graphics 
screens and bitmap icons across the 
modems faster than conventional ANSI 
or ASCII screens. In addition, our abili- 
ty to fully multitask is unprecedented.” 

Our tests found the heart of this 
slalement to be true. Even tempering 
our passion with skepticism, it’s diffi- 
cult to find a deep downside. 

When ealling an Excalibur board, 


users find themselves in the environs of 


a jazzed-up Windows App. Callers 
must remind themselves now and then 
they're actually online to a BBS and not 
some slick offline program. The com- 
parisons to an AOL have been many, 
but ultimately false. This system’s 
graphics capabilities make the likes of 
America Online pale. 

The key to the graphics lie in 
Excalibur’s WYSIWYG screen design- 
er called Merlin. This nifty tool allows 
sysops to draw menus and graphical 
screens by simply dropping or drawing 
objects night on the screen: buttons, 
TrueType fonts, circles, rectangles, 
polygons, patterns, and BMP images. 
Ounce the pictures are placed, Merlin 
associates “actions” and embedded 
logie with each. 

Since Excalibur was designed to be 
a graphical BBS, the images are smooth 
and screen redraw is very fast. And 
callers can scale the Window to any 
size he or she chooses. And the screens 
rescale on-the-fly to match each 
caller’s resolution. 

It takes a little getting used to but 
colorful, convincing graphics come 
pretty quick. Again, it’s not form with- 
out function — these graphics carry out 
complex operations with the elick of 
the mouse. Excalibur includes some 
ready-made screens for sysops to get 
started with. 


On the sysop-control side there’s 
Arthur, the program stuffed with sysop 
utilities, many familiar to DOS sysops. 
These allow you to create multi-level 
security files and define your confer- 
ences and file libraries. Arthur takes 
advantage of Windows by using the 
drag and drop element. For the sysop, 
the process of taking files out of the 
New Uploads directory and placing 
them in the Games directory is a matter 
of selecting, dragging and deselecting. 

Also, sysops can embed comments 
in GIF's and add lengthy file descrip- 
tions for users to read. And if you’ve got 
Caller-ID, Arthur “Stuffs” the caller’s 
number into the Excalibur user-base. 
In other words, as a sysop you'll always 
know where calls are coming from. 

Arthur’s features continue with the 
“logs.” All user transactions are logged 
for later viewing with 20 log choices, 
beginning with a credit to each user. 
When a caller d-loads, his initial credit 
is trimmed by the amount of the partic- 
ular d-load assigned. 

Another logging procedure is the 
byte ratio — the sysop ean define a 
byte or file ratto allowing d-loaders to 
take, say, 10 files for each one 
uploaded. Then there’s the calendar 
period, Want a user to have only three- 
day access? Just assign il. 

Camelot is another element of 
Excalibur’s iconized desktop. Simply 
put, this is the communi- 
cations server that allows 
callers to connect to the 
system and the sysop to 
monitor user activity. 

The Holy Grail is 
Exealibur’s engine. 

It’s “really the heart of 
the software and nins com- 
pletely in the back- 
eround,” said Weber. “It is 
our database DDE engine 
and requires zero mainte- 
nance.” 

Here is where the user, 
file and message bases are 
handled. With the Grail 
integrated, sysops can 
quickly look up data on 
any user ina blink — up 
to one million, claims 
Excalibur. 

And most importantly, 

Grail has been designed to 
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allow third-party developers to write 

add-on utilities, as many have already. 
Sysops are provided with all the docu- 
mentation necessary to write the TPAs. 

Excalibur also supports CD-ROMs. 
if the CD is working under Windows, 
expect Excalibur to run it. 

The terminal program for Excalibur 
has one key downside — that it’s nee- 
essary. First-time Excal-BBS callers 
are presented with the opportunity to 
download the client free. A system is 
already in place so this action takes no 
effort from the sysop. 

The terminal is as easy as one could 
want. When entering standard dialing 
information, callers can also key in 
their logon and password. Thus, a con- 
nection brings them right into the board 
— no sign-on, ete. There’s also an 
email phonebook built in so you'll 
never again be searching your desk for 
an address. 

Once on the system, the caller is 
treated to CD-quality sounds attached 
to buttons and screens; GIF viewing 
while d-loading (not to mention quick 
low-res previews before d-loading); 
simultaneous uploading and d-loading; 
brief descriptions along the bottom of 
the screen of everything actionable the 
mouse grazes; group and private chat- 
ling, and messaging while up or down- 
loading; conipletely noise-free transmis- 
sion for non-error correcting modems; 
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Try Excalibur for yourself. Call these boards to see 
the variations sysops are formulating.. 

¢ Excalibur HQ BBS: 918.496.8113, Tulsa, OK. 

¢ Bitchin’ Vision: 918.488-0486, Tulsa, OK. 

¢ Compuvision: 804.548.1988, Virginia Beach, VA. 
¢ Cyberspace: 804.495.0091, Virginia Beach, VA. 

¢ Cyberworld: 201.261.3121, Paramus, NJ. 

¢ Heavy Fun!: +39.680.0700, Rome, Italy. 

« Interface: 708.559.1225, Chicago. 

« John Galt Line: 918.749.5792, Tulsa, OK. 


¢ Power Windows: 905.508.5224, Toronto, Canada. 


¢ The Wormhole: 918.749.5946, Tulsa, OK. 
¢ WinConnect: 215.542.9059, Philadelphia. 


Excalibur Q&A 


We asked Eric Weber, president of 
Excalibur Communications, what he 
considered to be the key benefits of 
Excalibur BBS for Windows. Here’s 
what he said (the formatting is ours): 


¢ CLIENT AND HOST MULTITASKING: 
Multitasking is one of our key features. 
Users can download, upload, read 
messages, chat, and perform other 
functions simultaneously. From a user 
productivity point of view in either the home 
or Office, this is a big plus in our eyes. In 
addition, an Excalibur BBS is not required to 
be run on a dedicated machine. Users can 
fully multitask outside of the Excalibur 
applications and let the BBS run by itself in 
the background. The corporate user can use 
their executive assistant’s computer to serve 
as the company BBS server and let him/her 
do their daily work, or the home user can let 
the kids (or parents) type reports, work on 
databases, play games, and more, all in the 
foreground while Excalibur runs in the 
background. Best of all, no additional 
software is required. 


¢ PLUG ’N PLAY DOOR SUPPORT: Rather 
than have another application take control 
of our BBS via shelling out to DOS or 
porting to another Windows application, 
our software achieves the ability to add-on 
‘Plug-ins’ (Doors) directly to the software 
by running .DLLs (Dynamic Link Libraries). 
By not relinquishing control of the modem 
between different software packages, there 
is little room for error. To the end-user, it 
appears that the software add-on has been 
‘hard-coded’ into the software while for the 
sysop, adding a door literally takes seconds 
and only a few keystrokes. The end result is 
the ability to create complex database 
retrieval and entry systems, multi-user 
games, virtual malls, multi-lingual 
translation and system support, and more. 


¢ EASE OF USE: People who did not have the 
knowledge needed to juggle transfer 
protocols and terminal emulations and 
decipher text-based menus can now point 
and click. All it takes is knowing how to use 
a mouse. We bring total point-and-click ease 
of use to telecommunications. In fact, some 
large name companies use our software to 
connect field agents and train personnel, 
which may not have been possible 
previously with a text-based system. 


¢ INTERNATIONALIZATION: Windows has 
given us the capacity to give automatic 
foreign language support via DLLs, which 
allows us to provide greater ease-of-use for 
foreign customers or anyone wanting a 
multi-lingual BBS. 


and, Usenet and Fidonet support. 

Weber’s background is not rife with 
an expected list of hacking experi- 
ences. The 32-year-old attended Tulsa 
University for two semesters untl his 
“entrepreneurial drive moved me away 
from my collegiate studies.” The whiz 
programmer behind Excalibur, Tim 
Robinson, 32, is a computer science 
graduate from Taylor University in 
Indiana and teaches C++ and Windows 
programming at Tulsa Junior College in 
his spare time. The company employs a 
staff of three full time and five part- 
timers. 

Questions have already arisen about 
Excalibur’s Internet offerings, which 
have been spare in beta and whether 
the system will compete in the area of 
connectivity. 

Weber counters that email is 
already available via third party pro- 
grams and that a full Internet gateway 


version of Excalibur should be ready in 
early °95. 
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“This program will cover all the 


basic Internet features: FTP, Internet 
Relay Chat, Usenet, email, and more,” 
said Weber. “We plan for this to be 
released as a 32-bit application written 
specifically for Chicago (Windows 4.0). 
Excalibur Communications is readying 
its own Internet domain and servers for 
dissemination of product literature and 
support. 

There are currently some dazzling 
mouse-driven graphics available to 
DOS boards that have kept most callers 
and sysops satisfied for the few years 
they’ve been available. 

But Weber argues his system can do 
just what they can, only faster. 

“Our system, by transmitting com- 
pletely in binary form, does the same 
task using as little as 1/4 the number of 
bytes,” he said. “As a result there is a 
noticeable difference in speed between 
Excalibur and other graphic BBSs.” 


In fact, based on our experience, the 
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LEFT: Screen shows user settings for Michael 
Taylor. Displayed are his general user informa- 
tion and his file byte and time limits as well as 
credit $ remaining and expiration date. 


BELOW: Screen shows concurrent uploading of 
a file, downloading of a GIF file with built-in 
realtime viewing, and chatting with sysop. 
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Full Text Searching 


Need to add powerful full path text 
searching software to your business 
BBS? Cheetah is the solution! 


Cheetah was designed by APDI, a leader in the BBS service 
industry. APDI listened to corporations, associations and 
government agencies who need a simple full text searching software 
to work with their BBS. From these talks APDI designed and 
developed Cheetah. 


Cheetah enables you to search online for any combination of words 
in seconds! Cheetah lets your users access large amounts of data 
quickly and easily. 


Cheetah also performs phase and proximity searches. Users can 
specify word proximity within a paragraph or sentence and the file 
viewer conveniently highlights all found text. 


Unlike other full text searching software, Cheetah was specifically 
designed for BBSs. Cheetah keeps track of users’ time left on the 
BBS, mode settings, modem status and even allows users to down- 
load their search results using any compression software they choose. 
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Cheetah handles text and images — newsletters, 
magazines, even government regulations! 


Cheetah is available in both serial port and Digiboard versions and 
works out of the box on Novell networks. Cheetah comes with an 
unlimited user license per BBS. 


New Cheetah 1.5 version now shipping 


e Images, GIF files 

e Document Date support 

e Sysop Configurable menus 

e Auto open databases 

e Menu-driven maintenance program 
e Usage reports 

e Unlimited hit lists 

e Open multiple databases 

e RIP support 


Cheetah 1.0 can be purchased at 50% off while supplies last. 


So if you work for a corporation, association or government and run 
a BBS, or just have the task of building one, call APDI at 1-800-785- 
APDI and find out more about Cheetah’s ability to give your users 
what they need. 


Business Beat — 


Mark Burnett at APDI’s BBS Service Bureau 


“The BBS Service Bureau” 


Companies looking for a serious BBS company to provide a wide 
range of services are choosing APDI. APDI is devoted to providing 
professional BBS services to corporations, associations and 
government agencies throughout the United States. 


Typical APDI clients are organizations that need turnkey BBS 
solutions or advanced technical on-site support. APDI provides 
installation and support for WildCat!, Galacticomm, PCBoard, 
TBBS, and Searchlight. APDI is a Certified Mustang Software 
Integrator (CMSI). 


APDI frees up precious time for you and your staff to concentrate on 
marketing your new BBS. 


Most of APDI’s corporate customers find it advantageous to let 
APDI run the BBS for them at APDI’s location. APDI provides all 
equipment (like the BBS center shown above) and handles all 
technical support and navigation issues on your BBS. APDI’s fiber- 
optic cabling ensures crystal clear connections and communications 
to your bulletin board system. 


Many businesses wish to put a database online but find it difficult 
to locate programmers with the skills to assist them. APDI has a 
skilled database development staff and is on the FoxPro and 
Paradox development teams. 


Now APDI puts your BBS on: 
e Internet 
e X.25 Packet Switched Network 


Call and find out why so many of the largest corporations in the 
world dial into an APDI BBS every day! 


AIPDI 


Application Programming & Development, Inc. 
6805 Coolridge Drive, 2nd Floor 
Camp Springs, MD 20748 


1-800-785-APDI 


(301) 449-1400 - Voice © (301) 449-6100 - BBS 


Fine Print 


Excalibur is written in Borland C++ with a 
32-bit compiler and runs under Windows 
3.1, Windows for Workgroups 3.11 and 
Windows NT. A Chicago (Windows 4.0) 
version is near completion. Its key features 
include: 


¢ Windows 3.1, 3.11, and NT and future 
Chicago, Win 4.0 compatibility. 

* Powerful database engine, Holy Grail, 
accessible to any program utilizing DDE. 

¢ Arthur, the visual system operator 
program featuring drag and drop file 
management. 

¢ Merlin, the WYSIWYG screen editor for 
the non-artist. 

* High-speed display of binary graphics, 
menus and icons. 

* Bezier curves for smooth graphics. 

¢ TrueType fonts. 

¢ Rotatable text and fonts. 

« Three levels of image previews: full-color, 
grayscale and thumbnail views. 

* Previews: Bitmap (BMP), GIF and Targa 
(TIF) graphics. 

* True Windows multitasking. 

¢ High-speed file transfers. 

« File download auto-resume. 

¢ Simultaneous two-way upload/download 
ability. 

* Full messaging and email capabilities. 

¢ Message archiving and offline mail 
readers. 

¢ Personal email address book. 

* Built in email file attachments. 

¢ Proprietary error correction in addition to 
existing hardware correction. 

¢ On-the-fly data compression. 

¢ Built-in CD-ROM file library and 
descriptions loader. 

¢ Multi-user chat. 

* Caller-ID capable. 

¢ Online credit card processing utilities. 

¢ 2400-28.8 V.FAST modem compatible. 

¢ Local Area Network support. 

Fax, Usenet, Fidonet, ExNet, and Internet 
front-end/tosser compatible — via third 
parties. 

¢ True Plug ’n Play addition of Doors via 
.DLL links. 

¢ Free example .DLL plug-in doors and 
games, complete with source code and 
SDK. 

* Capable of running up to eight modems 
via a single CPU utilizing a multiport 
board. 

¢ Windows NT Remote Access Service WAN 
Capable. 

¢ 32-bit Windows 4.0 and fully Internet 
compatible versions planned. 


screen redraw was significantly faster 
with Excalibur when using a slower 
modem but with a high-speed device 
the difference became a little less dra- 
matic. 

As for Excalibur’s future, aside 
from the Internet and Chicago 
development’s, Weber says the compa- 
ny plans to move further into multime- 
dia. With .WAV file compatibility 
already built in, he said MIDI sound- 
tracking is not too far off. As well, 
Weber said there will likely be a 


Macintosh client available in the 


RIGHT TOP: Noughts and Crosses (tic tac toe) 

plugin. Using the plugins, or doors, users are 

presented with mulliple screens with separate 
activities happening in each screen. 


RIGHT BOTTOM: Working on two screens in 
Merlin using Merlin’s MDI interface. Also, dou- 
ble clicking on the sequence window allows for 
editing the button action. 


BELOW: This Arthur screen shows an open files 
library for GIF files, a list of conferences, email 
listing, listing of file libraries, and the ports 
listing. Comm port 4 has been doubled clicked 
to expose the port settings. Also clicked was 
modem settings showing how com 4 is 
currently configured. 


Edit Jools Window Help 


months ahead and the ability for DOS- 
based terminals to access Excalibur 
boards is also a probability. 

At presstime Excalibur v1.0 was 
slated for a fall release through retail 
channels and its home office in Tulsa. 


A two-node system will be available for 
$199; four nodes: $299; eight nodes: 
$399; and $225 for each additional 
eight nodes. For more information, 
Excalibur’s support BBS can be 
reached at 918.496.8113. They can be 
reached by voice at 800.EXCAL.BBS. 
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Below reseller cost on ALL 
GALACTICOMM software and 
hardware! ‘SN ) 


The Major BBS V6.2x (2-user) Entertainment Collection 

User Six-Pack : Developer’s C Source Kit 
Advanced Lan Option E Extended C Source Suite 

X.25 Software Option** | Fax Online Developer’s Kit 
DOORWAY by TriMark Engineering : The Major Database C Source 
RIPaint E Shopping Mall C Source 

Fax Online ; Search and Retrieve C Source 
Major Gateway/Internet ; Dial-Out C Source 

The Major Database } Entertainment Collection C Source 
Shopping Mall : Galactiboard (8-port serial card) 
Search and Retrieve E Galactibox (16 slot modem chassis) 
Dial-Out : OST PC XNet Card 


*Free overnight shipping applies only to software orders with shipping destinations in the continental U.S. « **Requires PC XNet Card « Prices subject 
to change without notice « Sales tax (where applicable) not included ¢ All trademarks belong to their respective companies. 


When you buy from Logicom, not only will you get great prices, you'll get a full time staff of the most 
experienced customer support specialists in the BBS industry — second to none! How many others can 
boast about that? Since 1987, we have contributed to the development, and have become the largest 
reseller of GALACTICOMM products. We also have our own extensive line of add-on modules and utilities 
to enhance your system. To order, or for more information, give us a call today..... 


1-800-764-4266 


Outside the U.S. call (805) 726-3868 
FAX: (305) 726-3748 ¢ BBS: (305) 726-3849 
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Remote Access 


mcs VI EDIAHOST 


Professional Connectivity Software 


Pulldown menus are easily E-MAIL - Private and public message areas, Users can preview graphic images Users can quickly navigate between 
customized to suit your user mail boxes, and file attachments all in from CD-ROM, hard drive or any e-mail, file, bulletin and database 
application or language. an easy to use word processor style editor. other mountable volume. folders using a natural System Tree. 


= MediaHost Client v1.00 


File Edit’ Services Messaging] File Libraries DataBase Admin 


: (“J Desk Top 
@= To [MediaHouse Software Inc. Private Mail Folders 
Local Messages 
From [John Smith r Received Network Mail 
abet wes rubenee, 
ject |MediaHost & MediaBase DRM Uitvenes 


Dear MediaHouse Software Inc., [* 
[=] 


Thank-you. Since we started using MediaHost™ Server =| 
with the MediaBase™ Photo DataBase software our online 
business opportunities have never been better. MediaHost is 
understand, everyone is farniliar with its interface before the 


it. After all, with over 40 million machines running VWvindows 
Mail Folders 


Size Date Description : : 
G2 MEDPLAY.ZIP 432K 06/1894 Plays numerous M Support File Folders 


CLOUDS. GIF ne yy 
Stone Park. 1024x768 256 Color - Very Good! | ie... 
{ dt) WINSNDS.ZIP 264K 06/2394 ACollection of sound clips to liven your Windows 
Desktop! 
& MODEMS.TXT 19K 06/24/94 General Information about Modem Configuration 
for many popular brands. Includes an in depth 
discussion on new 28.8 modems, and intelligent 


IO devices. Warth Reading! (List Folder 
‘ Message Folder 


File Folder 
Docurnent Folder 


File Name: NEWS.TXT | File Name: WORLD.GIF 7 & Viewable Document 
ReceivediSize : 3200001361817 Sent/Size: 14336763181 i tel ©=Receivable File 


Input Template 


88% eae User MailBox 
| (us DataBase 
© Copyright 1954, MedaHtouce Software Ine Ma a a Coma Te 
Upload and download concurrently File areas support seamless Menus, templates and screens can be Drag and drop administration and 
while maintaining full use of CD-ROM imports and multi-line customized easily to suit your application design whether you are connected 
system features such as chat, descriptions. Users can preview —_ requirements using the MediaHost locally, on a network or 
messaging and files. graphics and read text files. Designer and MediaHost Icon Editor. calling from remote. 


ediaHost blends e-mail, conferencing, and 
popular BBS functions together to create an 


Online services with 


o> iE- 
Online System that goes far beyond the saree 

capabilities of conventional mail and BBS packages. Photo Images 

MediaHost can be accessed equally as well from  e Video 

remote, locally or across a network allowing you to use © File Transfers 

it, for internal mail, work-group communication, ® Remote Access 

resource sharing or as a dial-in system. MediaHost © Network Operation “<— 

uses an advanced bidirectional packet protocol for it’s for Windows 

multi-tasking Client/Server that allows users to fully — \MediaHost and MediaBase are trademarks of 

interact with the system and conference with other eee ete ot tek tae sche ee MediaHouse Software Inc. 


users concurrently. © 1994 MediaHouse Software Inc. PO Box 633, Aylmer Quebec, J9H 6L1 


Online Database 
24 bit Photos 
Remote Access 


MEDIABASE. 


Online Database Software 


Custom database menus are easily Pulldown menus allow users to quickly perform powerful database Images are sent seamlessly in the 
created in the MediaHost Designer and queries. Pulldowns can be customized in the MediaHost system background using the MediaHost 
Icon Editor. The MediaHost system to suit your application. The Admin pulldown is only displayed to bidirectional protocol leaving users to 
supports 16 and 256 color icons. users having system administrator access. interact with data already on their desktop. 
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Databases and querie results are displayed in a spread sheet Custom templates can be created in the MediaHost MediaBase offers support 
format which offers quick browsing through records. Like any Designer to display database records. MediaBase for multiple high quality 
other window on the desktop, they can be closed or reduced will integrate with most database software. You decide 24 bit images, for each 
and put out of the way until they are required later in a session. what fields in the database your clients can view. record in the database. 


ediaBase provides a powerful and natural interface for 

EDIAB ASE your online database application. Database queries are 
for Windows _ none ak in sey oes steer} fare, ies double sii i? 
entries to view photos and information pertaining to that record. 

A powerful query engine lets your clients quickly find the 
MediaHouse Software Inc. information they are looking for by definining their search 
P.O. Box 633, Aylmer, Quebec, J9H 6L1 criteria. Photos and data are sent seamlessly in the background 


. és while your clients interact with data already on their desktop. 
Sales & Info 1-800-363-7626 Whether you are setting up a Real Estate, Contacts, Tourism, 


Demo System 819-682-3330 Shopping, Customer support, Inventory or any other type of 


MediaHost and MediaBase are trademarks of MediaHouse Software Inc. Ae Sap eT aD iy tf ANS er a 4 4; 4 
All clfinr aadinanaska ane tris picioarty af hab reanecive sone database across a network or from a remote location MediaBase 


© 1994 MediaHouse Software Inc. Offers the right interface for your application. 
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Big Boards in the New A 


Media Giants, Biz Reports, TV Factoids, 


Usenet, and Sesame Street 


Business Booms at AOL: 
A Case in Point 


Steve Case was recently named the 
1994 Entrepreneur of the Year in the 
field of services by Inc. Magazine. 
Case, President and CEO of America 
Online, co-founded the company in 
1985 and is widely recognized as a 
visionary in the field of interactive ser- 
vices. His AOL has just 
surpassed the 1,000,000 
subscriber mark which 
is a tripling of users in 
the past year. The 
secret? [t appears to be 
an easy to use interface 
and strategic partner- 
ships with other media 
giants. 

Media Giants indeed. 
They make up a large 
part of the AOL services 
and this month Il look 
at two of them. 

The Nightly Business 
Report, the longest run- 
ning television daily 
news program, and AOL have 
announced the launch of NBR Online. 
NBR Online allows AOL subscribers to 
read and search program transcripts, 
interviews with market analysts and 
CEOs, business briefs, personal 
finance tips, and commentaries from 
noted economists. Users have the abili- 
ty to post to the NBR’s bulletin board 
where topics range from financial 
issues to current business trends. NBR 
reporters will also be scheduled to par- 


ticipate in online chat sessions. 


NBR, which airs on public televi- 
sion stations nationwide, helps fulfill a 
key educational role. NBR Online will 
likely follow suit with forums for shar- 
ing ideas on the latest in economic 
education starting this fall. Teachers’ 
euides and other educational materials 
are also being planned for NBR 
Online. 

Capitol Cities/ABC is also preparing 


to provide interactive news, entertain- 


ment and information services to AOL 
subscribers. The service will begin this 
fall (possibly before presstime) and will 
offer special interactive programming 
for each of the Capitol Cities units. 
These include ABC News shows 
(“World News Tonight with Peter 
Jennings,” “Day One,” “Turning 
Point,” “Nightline,” “PrimeTime Live,” 
“20/20.” and “This Week with David 
Brinkley”); ABC Sports; ABC Daytime 


series (“Good Morning America,” “All 
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My Children,” “General Hospital,” 
“Mike & Maty,” and “One Life to 
Live”); and, ABC Radio. 

The Capitol Cities services will 
cover different formats based on the 
type of audience associated with the 
shows. ABC Sports will offer interactive 
sports polls and online trivia, Good 
Morning America will offer an online 
edition of its “Good Morning America 
Extra” newsletter, and ABC Radio will 
offer forum discussions regarding the 
top news and issues. 


CIS adopts Usenet 


Coupled with CompuServe’s roll-out of 
Lotus Notes services, the online giant 
announced Usenet discussion groups 
are now available. As part of 
CompuServe’s strategy of offering 
Internet services to members, thou- 
sands of Internet discussion groups (or 
newsgroups) are now available to mem- 
bers. 

CompuServe members can access 
the newsgroups through the a new 
interface similar to the familiar CIM 
(CompuServe Information Manager) 
interface. CompuServe hopes this will 
enable users to quickly take advantage 
of the breadth of the newsgroups with 
minimal pain and suffering often 
accompanying the learning of new 
interfaces and commands. 

“We are introducing a very user- 
friendly interface into the vast 
resources offered by the Internet,” said 
Charla Beaverson, Internet project 
manager at CompuServe. 

Taking notes: Lotus Notes is taking 


the corporate market by storm and 
CompuServe has announced services 
for its subscribers to take full advan- 
tage. 

Lotus Notes is a work-flow manager, 
its claim to fame being its replicating 
document database. With replication, 
users in different parts of the world can 
edit copies of a document database and 
then replicate the changes up to a serv- 
er where all the edits are sorted out and 
passed back to individual, geographi- 
cally dispersed users. 

CompuServe users will benefit from 
all this through two new tools for Notes: 
Electronic Mail Exchange and Internet 
Mailing List Service. With these ser- 
vices, Lotus Notes users can have their 
Internet, CompuServe, MCI Mail, 
AT&T Mail or cc:Mail delivered to the 
Lotus Notes environment. Since Notes 
uses a proprietary mail handling sys- 
tem, this is a valuable service. Users 
can also request Internet Mailing lists 
and have them automatically delivered 
to the Notes Client. 

Be warned the service is not cheap 
— $22.80/hour with a $10 minimum. 
But if you need connectivity to your 
Lotus Notes Desktop, it’s a small price 
to pay. 

OS/2 users can also enjoy a native 
OS/2 CIM coming with the Beta 2 CD 
of IBM’s upcoming release of OS/2. The 
OS/2 version of CIM will be distributed 
free to all beta testers and included on 
the Bonus CD. The plan for general 
release includes a coupling with the 
IBM release of OS/2 (later this year). 
CIS users will be able to download it 
online for a $10 fee, offset by a $10 
usage credit. 


Prodigy Service 
c/o Sesame Street 


Kids can now enjoy the 
Children’s Television 
Workshop classic “Sesame 
Street” online at Prodigy. 

The Sesame Street area 
is set up to be a fun and 
educational experience for 
both kids and adults, com- 
plete with a parents menu 
for coaching the little ones 
along. 

The children’s area of 


Sesame Street proved really enjoyable 
and the screens were colorful and full 
of our favorite characters. Big Bird, 


Cookie Monster and the rest of the gang 


lead the kids into interactive learning. 
There are Reading, Writing and 
*Rithmetic sections for children in all 
age groups. 

After receiving a screen of balloons, 
each inscribed with a different mes- 
sage, kids are encouraged to double 
click on one to be taken to a lesson. 
(Parents can cheat and get instructions 
on what to do, by the way.) I picked the 
balloon with the colorful numbers 
“123.” The screen displayed a Sesame 
Street character under a conveyor belt 
with five or six candles on it; next to 
the table were four cupcakes. The con- 
veyor belt had a lever which when 
clicked dispensed a candle over to the 
cupcake area. The idea was to dispense 
four candles (one for each of the cup- 
cakes) then click on the cupeakes to 
make the candles fall into place on top 
of them. 

Jump “Sesame” to experience this 
fun learning area with your children. 

Another neat area on Prodigy is the 
CBS Online section. 

One of my favorite TV shows hap- 
pens to be David Letterman’s Late 
Show, therefore I couldn’t resist check- 
ing out the biographies posted of the 
cast and crew. 

A nice advantage of doing this on 
Prodigy (as opposed to another service) 
is that you get color pictures and sound 
clips. Using the Prodigy for Windows 
software and a sound card, you can 
hear clips from your favorite CBS show 
while viewing a full-color GIF of the 
scene. The pictures also come in handy 
while shopping at the CBS store — in 
my case, for a Late Night sweatshirt. 


SESAME STREET 
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X-POSED 
Agents Mulder 
and Scully take on 
the real FBI 


Delphi and the X-Files 


Delphi users can now join the new X- 
Files Special Interest Group (SIG). 

The X-Files SIG is devoted to the one- 
hour hit TV show on the Fox Network. 
The show features an unconventional 
FBI agent, Fox Mulder, who takes it upon 
himself to investigate a group of 
unsolved cases. known as the “X-Files,” 
which he believes involve paranormal 
phenomena. The SIG is what you would 
typically expect from an online service 
provider with Delphi’s trademark flair. 
The X-Files SIG has the usual Database 
(files section), Conference (chat) and 
Message sections, but then there’s the 
Internet services, too, which have been 
Delphi's claim to fame. X-Files SIG 
goers can access many Internet gophers 
and the latest information, ravings and 
ramblings regarding UFOs and paranor- 
mal phenomenon. The gophers feature 
everything from UFO sightings to letters 
to Congress demanding protection from 
alien beasts. Also available are the 
Usenet discussion groups like alt.tv.x- 
files and alt.alien. visitors. If this is a lit- 
tle to far out for you you can always drop 
your plastic at the X-Files store, which 
features approved X-Files wares. If 
you're an X-Files fan you have to check 
this one out. 
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But if you’re a Rolling Stones fan, 
let them know by sending email to 
resilient rockers’ official Net address at 
stones@delphi.com. The email address 
goes along with the Voodoo Lounge SIG 
at Delphi. SIG members can get the lat- 
est news from the wires about the tour 
and try to win giveaways, from tickets 
to the show to merchandise at the 
Stones electronic store. In the front 
office at Delphi, things are ever-chang- 
ing as well. Since Rupert Murdock and 
the News Corporation (one of the 
world’s largest media companies) took 
over, Delphi things have been anything 
but stagnant. In late summer there was 
more ladder-climbing. Daniel Burns 
has been promoted to chairman of 
Delphi Internet Services and newcomer 
Dr. Alan Baratz has been named CEO. 

Dr. Baratz comes from IBM and was 
a key player in IBM’s role in the NFS- 
NET project. The NFSNET is the 
nationwide backbone of the Internet. 
More recently he was heading up IBM’s 
High Performance Computing and 
Communications Multimedia Division. 
Only time will tell if a little of Big Blue 
will turn into Big Green ($) for Delphi. 


GEnie faces the New Age 


New age thinking and lifestyles are the 
subjects of the new NewAge 
Roundtable on GEnie. Even the page 
number “1122” was picked by a 
numerologist as being a powerful num- 
ber. The Roundtable is full of informa- 
tion about New Age living and easy to 
find with the NEWAGE keyword. 

New Age philosophy is based funda- 
mentally on a spiritual approach to liv- 
ing, which I am not sure includes com- 
puters and online services. But GEnie 
users will get a great deal of practical, 
down-to-earth information here. 

The Roundtable bulletin board con- 
tains categories such as “New Age 
Living in an Old Age World” where 
users share their experiences trying to 
live the New Age lifestyle and how it 
affects daily life. Topics include raising 
children, discrimination against New 
Agers and how society is turning New 
Age living into a marketing ploy. If you 
turn deeper into your soul, there are 
Bulletin Board categories for medita- 
tion, tarot card readings and discussions 
regarding the works and philosophies of 
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many New Age teachers like Alice A. 
Bailey, Jane Roberts and Yogananda. 
The Roundtable has special sections for 
tarot readers, topics range from pur- 
chasing a deck of tarot cards to inter- 
preting the cards themselves. 

The software libraries in the 
Roundtable are typical of those found 
in discussion-type forums, with essays, 
poems, articles, and reference material 
dealing with New Age topics. IBM 
users can download electronic Ouija 
Boards, Tarot Readers, programs for 
numerology, and biorhythms. 

New Age GEnie users can partici- 
pate in the real-time conferences in the 
Roundtable. The second and fourth 
Thursdays chat features discussion of 
tarot, led by Nina Lee Braden, a profes- 
sional tarot reader and teacher. Ms. 
Braden appears to be well-known in the 
Roundtable for her expertise in the 
subject matter. According to the 
Roundtable announcements, additional 
conferences will address topics such as 
aromatherapy, yoga and meditation. 
Check out the NewAge Roundtable — 
it’s a learning experience for some, just 
an experience for others. ail 
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The Flea Market BBS 


SYSOP: Greg Slagle 

LOCATION: Elgin A.F.B,, FL 

PHONE NUMBER: 904.651.0895 

MODEMTYPE: WSR Sportster 4-4-7 GVC 14.4 BBS 
SOFTWARE: Remote Access v2.02 

BBS Theme: GAMES! 


Wwe end’ half years azo — two months after buying 
Gistirst modéem= Gree Slavle put The Plea Market 
BBS online with a 2400-baud:modem,40-meg hard 
drive and plenty of help from user donations. 

Todiy.the system Consists of a 386DX-40 with 345 
tegs-of hard drive Space, a 1404USR Sportster 
modem ‘ind & 14,4-GVC modem. Greg uses Remote 
Access software to support his two nodes, with node 
one¢ontrolled by Front Door to provide support for 
Fidonet. 

CallerStwill find about 30 online door games at The 
Flea Market BBS, 14 of which are registered. Some of 
the more popular doors are USURPER, Legends of 
the Red Dragon, VGA Planets, and Barren Realms 
Elite. Some other games you'll find online are 
Mahjongg Pyramid, The PIT, Esterian Conquest, 
Buccaneer, and Oil City DragStrip. All the Doors here 
are heavily played and the level of competition is very 
high. 

You'll also find many current high-quality files in 
the Flea Market’s file directories, all of which can be 
downloaded freely as daily time limit permits. 

One of the reasons Greg started a BBS was 
because he felt most of the boards he called when he 
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Started modeming were rather hard to get around on, 
that the menus and commands were somewhat confus- 
ing. So he set out to establish a board that was easy 
for users to enjoy. 

Greg says he loves to meet new people online and 
he is always jumping in to chat a bit. 

“Tt’s kinda like having electronic pen pals,” he says. 

In the future Greg would like to network his com- 
puter with others to provide additional file support 
with CD-ROM drives and also add a couple more 
phone lines for additional nodes. As for the future of 
online systems in general, Greg is waiting to see a new 
VGA communications and terminal standard that’s 
quick and easy and will be used as ANS] is today. 

Soon, Greg said, he plans to open a sports card 
dealership and move the theme of his BBS in that 
direction. 

The Flea Market BBS is free and open to all 
callers — Greg says his board is a place for people to 
come and have a good time. 

“Nothing is required of my users,” claims Greg, 
“except that they make a reasonable effort to avoid 
hampering anyone else’s enjoyment.” No uploads are 
required. 

“My BBS does not run itself like a lot of boards 
I’ve come across,” he said. 

Greg takes an active role and gets involved on a 
daily basis with his users. He prides himself on being 
helpful and courteous, especially to users who are new 
to telecommunications. He’ll often give new users extra 
time in order to familiarize themselves with the work- 
ings of his board. He must be doing something right 


CONTINUES... 


because he and his board have callers 
constantly coming back for more. 


The PigPen BBS 


SYSOP: Paul Lewis 

LOCATION: Fayetteville, NC 

PHONE NUMBER: 910.487.0363 

MODEM TYPE: Infotel 14.4 

BBS SOFTWARE: Spitfire 

BBS MOTTO: Put on yer boots and come 


on in. 


Paul Lewis had a strong interest in 
ANSI screen designs and used that 


OnLine! 


What’s OnLine? 


¢ Hot Adult Graphics 
¢ Multi-Node Chat 


Network Tools 


¢ Windows, Netware, OS/2, and Lantastic 


¢ Ham Radio and Shortwave Listening 

e¢ MIDI and Soundblaster Files 

¢ QWK Packets for off-line reading of over 
400 worldwide conferences 

e Internet and Fidonet E-Mail Access 

¢ 4.5 Gigabytes — New Files Daily 


interest to launch a bulletin board. His 
involvement grew into what is now 
known as the PigPen BBS located in 
the southern part of North Carolina. 
Paul is a programmer and uses part 
of the board to support his door soft- 
ware. One of those doors, the most pop- 
ular, is a game called Yankees and 
Rednecks, a role playing type of 
amusement with serious southern over- 


tones. 

Paul runs his BBS on an IBM PS/1, 
386SX computer, with a 546-meg hard 
drive, a BSR CD-ROM drive, a 
Mitsumi CD-ROM drive, and an Infotel 
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14.4 modem. His system supports 120 
file areas filled with current and up-to- 
date shareware, along with 25 online 
doors. 

If you like playing online games, 
Paul keeps quite a few of them online 
and available to users, some of which 
are Trade Wars 2002, Legend of the 
Red Dragon, Barren Realms Elite, 
Solar Realms Elite, Land of 
Devastation, The Pit, and USURPER. 
On the lighter side there’s Fresh Water 
Fishing, Food Fight and Concentration. 
The Pigpen definitely caters to the seri- 
ous online gamer. 

The PigPen BBS is a free access 
system, but Paul does extend premium 
access to users willing to contribute 
financially. After validation, a regular 
user will get 45 minutes of daily access 
time available with a 30-minute per 
call limitation. Fight files or a total of 1 
meg may be downloaded daily by a reg- 
ular user. 

Besides the many file directones 
Paul keeps online, he also has the two 
CD-ROMs filled with files. More than 
10,000 files in all. On our visit we 
found the Pier-2 Shareware collection 
and also the Software Vault Gold col- 
lection, which in itself has 57 different 
directories with something on it for 
everyone. 

As if Paul doesn’t have enough to do 
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BBS INCOME 


| Free Report on how to go from 
$0 to $3,000 per month in BBS 
income in as little as 90 days! 


This valuable report reveals money 
| making information on how to operate a BBS | 
for profit. It outlines powerful marketing 
| secrets including unique ways of finding new | 
subscribers and how to get them to pay you 
top dollar; guaranteed ways to generate 
| other revenue plus the secrets to getting free | 
publicity and being able to accept credit card 
| payments; plus much more. Limited | 
quantity. 
| InfoLink | 
56089 29 Palms Hwy. Ste 254-CD 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
| 1 (619) 228-9653 | 
FAX 1 (619) 369-1185 


| Prepard by the publishers of the book | 
How To Successfully Run A BBS For Profit. 
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Feature-Packed 


We've listened to our customers over 
the years. We've worked hard, and will 
continue to work hard to produce the 
BBS software that you and your callers 
want to use. Times change and we 
feel it's important to keep up. 


To try listing all of our 
features on one single- 
page ad wouldn't do us 
justice. So, try the 
DEMO and let us know ef 
what you think. MiRTUa. GOMTECH 


Multi-Network 


Virtual BBS offers unsurpassed 
BBS networking power and 
flexibility. Included as standard 
with every Virtual BBS package 
are interfaces for Internet and 
VirtualNET. Adding additional 
networks, network types, and 
setting up gateways between 
networks is easy, thanks to our 
unique Multi-Network Engine. 


Configurability 


As your needs change, Virtual BBS 
grows with you. Definable menu 
blocks and an extensive built-in 
programming language are just 
some of the ways in which you 
can customize your multi-user 
Virtual BBS system. The package 
also includes support for multiple 
languages and system operator 
editable "strings," so you can fully 
modify the output of your system 
for the ultimate desired 
presentation. 


Free DEMO 


To receive a complimentary, fully 
operational DEMO version, call us 
at (616) 399-8934. 


To download the latest DEMO, call 
our multi-user Virtual BBS system 
at (616) 399-4818. 


VIRTUAL COMTECH 


INTERNATIONAL, INC... 


4246 ELISABETH AVE 616-399-8934 VOICE/FAx 
HOLLAND MI 49424 616-399-4818 Data 


keeping his BBS up and running for his 
users and supporting and updating his 
Door software, he also takes it upon 
himself to be home to “The List,” a 
Fayetteville/Fort Bragg complete BBS 
listing. 

In the future, Paul would like to add 
a second node to the PigPen BBS and a 
six-pack CD-ROM unit. He also wants 
to write more Door software — an online 
registration door for his other works, for 
instance. Best of luck to you, Paul. 


The Ten Forward 
BBS 

SYSOP: Robert Zimmerman 
LOCATION: San Diego, 
California 
PHONE NUMBER: 
619.994. TREK, (8375) 
MODEM TYPE: USR 
Sportster 14.4 
BBS SOFTWARE: W WIV 
4.23 (heavily modified) 
BBS MOTTO: Star Trek and 
Science Fiction “The Best 
Xeno Bar in the Galaxy.” 


Robert Zimmerman, or 
Captain Zimm as he is 
known by his users, started 
his BBS in the beginning 
of 1992 when, as a student 
of Coleman College, one of 
his classmates introduced 
him to the world of 
telecommunications. 

From that moment on 
he was fascinated and 
hooked. After about six 
months of using other 
boards he decided to cre- 
ate his own. His BBS start- 
ed out on a modest 286/12 
clone with a 40-meg hard 
drive and 2400 baud 
modem. Later the board 
was put on a 486/33 with 
540 megs and a USR 
Sportster 14.4 modem. The 
BBS has grown to be con- 
sidered one of the best and 
largest science fiction and 
Star Trek-oriented bulletin 
boards in the San Diego 
region. Recently, Captain 
Zimm added another 


phone line toll-free for the entire San 
Diego county in the hopes of attracting 
even more regular callers. 

Ten Forward BBS runs on WWIV 
software which Zimm spent most of 
1993 teaching himself to program so he 
could modify his board at the source- 
code level. This is what gives his BBS a 
unique and personal appearance. Every 
so often he makes changes to alter his 
system and adds more personalized 
touches. Robert claims he has yet to get 
any negative feedback on any of the 
mods he has implemented. 


By Modem: 
408-847-0665 
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After Ten Forward was up and 
rolling, Robert decided to add message 
networks to the system, so he joined 
WWIVlink. After a new version of the 
software supporting multiple network- 
ing was released, Robert added five 
additional nets — including the 
“International Federation of Trekkers 
Net,” commonly known as IF Tnet. 
Other email networks you'll find on Ten 
Forward BBS are WW1Vnet, [CEnet, 
SOLARnet, and STARTREKnet. 
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You'll find more than a dozen door 
games at Ten Forward BBS including 
King of the Board Trivia, Star Wars 
Trivia, Klingon Trivia, Kannons and 
Katapults, Aces High, Net Runner, 
Murder Mansion, and the most popular 
one of the day, Trade Wars 2002 ver- 
sion 2. 

The local users of Ten Forward are 
like a big family. Captain Zimm and 
many of his users meet every Tuesday 
night at the Round Table Pizza Parlor 
and have a party. 

The file transfer section is know as 
the Cargo Bay and consists of only up- 
to-date shareware, including the latest 
in IBM-PC compatible games and utili- 
ties. The McAfee Anti Virus software 
can also always be found there and is 
made available to all new users. 

Robert is very much involved in the 
BBS community. In September of ’93 
he joined the San Diego County Sysops 
Association, a group organized to keep 
sysops aware of laws regarding the 
operation of their systems and what 
they should and shouldn’t include on 
their boards. They also try to keep the 
media from sensationalism — the idea 
that BBSs are evil creations whose sole 
purpose is to distribute pornography to 
minors. Many of the members of the 
SDCSA are also members of the EFF 
(Electronic Frontier Foundation), the 
watchdog group that helps sysops keep 
informed of legislation Congress tries to 
sneak past us. 

As for the future of Ten Forward, 
Robert plans to add a second node 
(which may be online before this 
review is published) and someday 
hopes to have as many as 32 nodes. 
He says he’s also anxious for the BBS 
world to take on more real-time inter- 
activities like chatting with picture 
transmission. 


TSW 0S/2 BBS 


SYSOP: Lori.Martin 

LOCATION: Eielson A.F.B., Alaska 
PHONE NUMBER: 907.372.1624: 

MODEM TYPE: PPI Pro-Class PC288SA 
V.FC 

BBS SOFTWARE: Wildcat! 4.0 

BBS MOTTO: Largest OS/2 Support BBS 


_in Alaska and home to BeakWare 


Sofiware! 


In January of 1991 The Sports Wire 
(TSW) BBS was put online running 
Remote Access software. About six 
months later the switch to Super BBS 
was made and ran until about a year 
ago when Wildcat! took over. 

It’s an old story by now, the one 
where callers become sysops because 
they’re fed up with the plethora of non 
user-friendly BBSs. That’s what hap- 
pened with Lori Martin and her hus- 
band, Kevin. 

As time went on Kevin found him- 
self very busy at work and just didn’t 
have time to put into the BBS, so Lori 
took command. At the time, the system 
was being used primarily by callers 
who wanted to play door games. When 
Lori started using the OS/2 operating 
system, she decided to move her BBS 
in that direction. 

She joined Team OS/2 and turned on 
the Fido OS/2 echos. She also linked up 
with OS/2net and started picking up all 
the OS/2 file distribution she could han- 
dle. Since the sports theme never really 
took off, she made the decision to 
become a support system for OS/2 and 
try to help other OS/2 users. Lori also 
includes some MS-DOS, Windows and 
UNIX message echos along with their 
associated file distributions. While Lori 
promotes and supports OS/2, she also 
caters to her users who don’t feel OS/2 
is right for them. Lori tries to be a real 
service to her 
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RAM. Both machines are equipped 
with a CD-ROM unit, VGA cards and 
between the two there’s over a gig of 
hard drive space. One node has a PPI 
Pro-Class 28.8 modem and the other 
has a MicroCom DeskPorte 28.8. 

Email networks carried on the BBS 
are Fido, OS/2net, RIPnet, WildNet, 
and the MSI Support network. There is 
definitely no shortage of echoed confer- 
ences, some of which Lori moderates 
such as the Star Trek conference on 
Wildnet and the RIP General and RIP 
Chat conferences on R]Pnet. She also 
moderates the Alaska Chat conference 
which is a local Fido echo, 

Lori’s BBS is active year-round, 
except for the middle of the summer 
when for about a month things really 
slow down. (They only have about a 
month of true summer weather as com- 
pared to 9 months of snow and temper- 
atures below zero. That’s when the sys- 
tem usage really heats up. When it’s 
minus 65 degrees outside and dark 
almost 24 hours a day, calling a BBS 
can be quite therapeutic.) 

Lori currently has 14 door games 
online for her callers. Some of these 
include Net Runner, The Pit, Land Of 
Devastation, Barren Realms Elite, 
Planets T.E.0.S., Mind Bender, Iron 
Ox, and others. The most popular, 
which is easy to see on the Door Menu 
program, BDoor, written by Kevin, is 
Land Of Devastation. 

The file areas here are packed. 
There are 38 different directories on 
the hard drive along with additional 
files on CD-ROM. Special directories 
are included for OS/2 support files and 
there is an exclusive directory for 
Kevin’s Beak Ware Software products. 

Lori is also into RIP drawing and 
provides her users with RIP graphic 
menus and bulletins and even features 
a RIP gallery door. 

In the future Lori would like to 
expand to a multi-node system and add 
a larger hard drive to bring in file distri- 
butions outside of OS/2. She also would 
like to offer full Internet access includ- 
ing FTP and telneting capabilities, 
since as yet there is none in the area. 

Lori is a devoted sysop and goes to 
great lengths to give her users what they 
want, providing a terrific BBS for all 
callers from the novice to the high-tech 
power user. Make the journey to Alaska 


and call the TSW OS/2 BBS. [mH 
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Synchronet Wildcat!IM PCBoard/M MajorBBS BBS 
Node license* $299 $799 $440 $508 $895 
Programmable Yes No 
Multiple command shells Yes No No No No 
Intelligent DigiBoard Yes Yes Yes No No 
Int] 4h device support Yes No Yes No No 
Standard serial ports Up to 10 No Up to 4 Up to 2 Up to 2 


Caller ID security Yes No xtra Extra No 
Nested security logic Yes No No fe) No 
Multichannel chat Yes Extra Yes Yes Yes 
Private user chat Yes No Extra Yes Yes 
Offline reader support Yes Yes Extra Yes Extra 
QWK networking Yes Yes Extra No Yes 
FidoNet import/export Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
PostLink (RIME) support Yes Extra Yes Extra No 
Includes RIPscrip menus Yes Yes No Yes No 
Novell/DOS LAN support Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
Enhanced CD-ROM support Yes Yes Yes No No 
Incoming FAX support Yes No No No No 
Chat between doors Yes No No Yes No 
Bidirectional file transfers Yes Yes Yes No No 
DOS door support 11 types 2 types 2 types No No 
FILE_ID.DIZ support Yes Extra es Yes No 
Offline NetMail Yes Yes Extra No Yes 
Offline/Remote file requests Yes No No No No 
Real-time configuration Yes No Yes No No 
Features and prices compiled from vendor supplied information 2/94, are subject to change without notification. WildcatlIM, PCBoard/M, MajorBBS, TBBS, QWK, FidoNet, 


PostLink, RIME, RIPscrip, Novell, and DOS are trademarks or their respective companies. Third party utilities may be required for some message network technologies. 
* for 8 nodes Wildcat!/IM requires a 250 node license, PCBoard/M requires a 10 node license, TBBS requires a 16 node license. 


If you haven't checked out Synchronet yet, crank up your modem and download a 
demo. There isn't a faster, more feature rich BBS available anywhere from anyone. 
Synchronet combines the robust interactive nature of a multiuser BBS with the 
speed, power and flexibility of a multinode system. 


It was innovative out-of-the-box features such as 
intelligent variable timeslicing, ARS™ security, RIPscrip, 
enhanced CD-ROM, and easy to use fully integrated 
message network support that made Synchronet a 
multinode powerhouse. And now, with version 2.0, 
custom programmability, lightning fast high volume 
messaging, and much more makes Synchronet the | 
sysop's choice for BBSing in the 90's. 


Synchronet 


Multinode Bulletin Board System Software 


& In addition to complete documentation, TBBS 
comes with a 40 minute installation video tape. 


» Number of simultaneous, full-speed ZMODEM 
downloads at 38.4 kbps on a single P5/60 CPU. 


. 
ihrer ng bit va he Ma Lee : TT Consect Simstes: Tl 
cveae wen) wen [it vow Gat ape ee gmt towect Rates: 12) 


bobeloletntn a 
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& The test was conducted in the eSoft Testing Lab. 
Each PC represents one BBS user. 


« A 64-line TBBS and Internet Protocol Adapter 
(IPAD). Minimum hardware - maximum power. 


* The high reliability of TBBS means its power 
, wont turn on you. No babysitting required. 


» TBBS’ unprecedented flexibility lets your BBS 
talk to your callers in their language. 


When your BBS succeeds, you'll need the power 


to back it up — and you won’t want to buy a 


| 
() 0 room full of computers to get it. For years, TBBS 
bd | 


| has stood alone at the top of the power curve in 


0 


BBS software. It still does. To prove it, we put all types of BBS software in a room and tested them. As the graph on the left 


shows, the closest competitor can’t deliver half the speed and power of TBBS 2.3.'To complement its speed and power, 


Speed. 


budget or your sanity. And TBBS is backed by eSoft — the company with the most computer communications knowledge. 


TBBS delivers unprecedented flexibility and 
smooth expandability — on the minimum 


hardware possible. So scaling up as your 


system grows won’t stress either your 


and expertise in the industry. You can buy 64 user TBBS 2.3 for $1,995 (32 user for $1,495, 16 user for $895, and 4 user 


for $295). When youre ready for the only BBS 


product that can truly deliver reliable online 
xBASE databasing, TCP/IP Internet access, 
© 


Soft 


eSoft, Incorporated 


high speed modem support in an integrated system, then you’re ready to step up to 
Pp Pp g ystem, y y p up 


15200 E. Girard Ave. 
TBBS. Call (303) 699-6565 for more information and access to a demonstration system. Suite 3000 


Aurora, CO 80014 


Bayan Wi Atalay 


of BBSing 


Setup, dial, connect, roam, 
converse, and download. How 
to do them your first time out. 


EIESDEBSE-T -EsR 


na recent visit toa 
ter software store, my 
ar-old nephew did 
what thousands across the 
country probably did that 
same week — bought his 
first 2400 baud modem. (It’s 
not cutting edge, but $40 is 
a lot for a teenager to spend 


without knowing what the 


benefits will be.) 


ae not run out and buy the best 


sete NOVEMBER 1994 


Sound familiar? | remember well the 
beginning of my own modeming experi- 
ence. | also remember the steps that 
should be taken to begin modeming or 
BBSing, steps that aren’t all that diffi- 
cult. And when you know them, the fun 
begins. 

Once you have the modem in the 
machine, the next step is a matter of 
deciding what software to use to run the 
modem. 

Short of a review, I like those that 
allow drop-to-DOS (jump to the com- 
mand-line) and support today’s highest 
speeds and Zmodem (the swift proto- 
col). As a System Operator (sysop), I 
really appreciate a 14,400 modem com- 
ing in at 14,400 and using Zmodem. 
It’s a reliable, quick connection. 

“But all I have is a 
2400 baud 
modem!” 
you say? 
No 
problem. 

There’s 

nothing 

wrong with 
beginning 
slow. I began that way, 
too. Fact is when starting out, 


all at once. 
Now you need a number to call. 
Knowing the number of a local BBS is 
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the best way to start — no need to 
search for other numbers yet. Check 
the BBSs listed in this maga- 
zine for a local 
connec- 
tion, ask 
at an area 
computer 
retailer 
or jump 
down a 
couple of 
steps for 
alterna- 
tive three. 
Most 


communica- 


tions programs 
have an option to capture the modem 
session to a disk file. Check your docu- 
mentation to see if your program has 
one, then turn it on BEFORE you dial 
up. This is a good way to make a record 
of your important caller information, 
especially the password, until you have 
it permanently recorded OFF the com- 
puter. 

Capture will allow you to quickly 
save the files lists you looked at and all 
the features you found on the BBS. 


You'll have a good record after you 6 
hang up, to rate whether the BBS is 2 
worth calling again. Call up the local : 
BBS and observe the rules posted, c 


leave an introductory message to the 


sysop, then look around the board. 
Many BBSs have a listing of other 
BBSs in the vicinity, so write down all 
the local numbers you find. Look 
around a little more to get the feel of 
the BBS and before you log off, write a 
thank you note to the sysop for the use 


of his board. 


7. a ame mFS. 


- Thenks 


You've gained a lot on your first 
call. As a first-timer you demonstrated 
good behavior by writing two messages 
to the sysop — we really like callers to 
acknowledge us. If there were other 
BBS numbers to call, you’ve got them. 
And you know the basics of getting 
around online. Now your modem will 
begin to pay off. 

Call the other boards, repeat the 
process of going by the rules, writing 
the sysop and writing down any new 
local numbers you come across. 

Call local numbers and maybe one 
out-of-state board at first. In-state toll 
calls are usually more costly, besides, 
there’s plenty to be learned from call- 
ing outside your area. But keep in mind 
large phone bills tend to take the fun 
out of modeming. 

On your next BBS call, you’ll need 
to download an archiver. This is a pro- 
an or set of Poe that will 


404-988-9904 
¢ PD/Shareware 
¢ Software Giveaways A 
* 300-14400 Baud Mac 


¢ Demos 
* Tech Info 


Home of the 
¢ More!!! 


Online Mac 
Users’ Group 


MI acintosh Online 


Over 130 different conferences!!! 
Large free Classifieds section. 


decompress the files you will 
be downloading later. The 
most common method of com- 
pressing files for downloading 
and uploading on BBSs is the 
ZIP method. Read, follow and 
get to know how your commu- 
nications software handles file 
transfers (uploading and 
downloading files) before you 
attempt to download. Your 
first download should be 
PKZ204¢.exe or the latest 
revision of this file. Once 

you have successfully downloaded 

it, look for McAfee Associates’ Virus 
Scanner and download that, too. Again, 
write the sysop and offer thanks for 
access and at that time, ask no more 
than two of the many questions you'll 
likely have. The sysop will appreciate 
your interest in learning and won't be 
overloaded with questions. 

Depending on your level of DOS 
knowledge, you may need to consult the 
DOS manual about the following infor- 
mation: 

Once you are offline, make a direc- 
tory called ZIP and copy the 
PKZ204¢.exe file into it. Now go to the 
ZIP directory. Type PKZ204¢ and 
press the enter key. This will 
open up the compressed 
collection of pkzip.exe, 
PKUNZIP.EXE and 
other programs. Place 
the files in your utility 
directory, or a directory list- 
ed in the path statement of 
the AUTOEXEC.BAT. 

Now make a direc- 
tory called SCAN and 
put the zipped virus 
scanner file into the 
SCAN directory. Go to 
the SCAN carsales and 


GUI 
BBS! 
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enter: PKUNZIP (name 
of the file) and press 
»~ enter. The file will 
expand giving you 
SCAN.EXE and all 
the other accompany- 
ing files. Place the 
files into the same 
directory you placed the 
PKZ204¢. You can now scan 
for viruses from any directory. 
To test whether you correctly have 
the SCAN.EXE file in the DOS path, go 
to any directory on the current drive 
and type SCAN C: and press the enter 
key. The virus scanner program will 
begin to scan for any viruses that might 
be found on the computer’s hard drive. 
Scan all the drives you have. You 
should come out fine with no virus 
infection. 

These steps accomplished, you're 
ready to enjoy BBSing, since you can 
now make use of the zipped files from 
BBSs. Look around and see what files 
interest you. Remember that many 
boards have a ratio for downloading, so 

sbare your favorite programs with 
many boards. Remember 
also to communicate with 
others while online and reg- 
inter any shareware you use 
regularly. Read all the 
4 documentation that 
comes with the 
PKZ204¢.EXE 
and the scan- 
ner program. 

You're set to 

begin a great 

journey. 
[paar 


Uncre HAWK'S SHAREWARE REVIEWS 


HANK 


BY =. FUNG GILES 


Watch It, Display It, 
Hear It, Play It 


Get video and sound in one package 
and place your bets on the desktop fillies 


CINEMA 


by DareWare, Inc. 
CINEMA3.ZIP 


There are some very powerful graphic programs out there that 
will let you do all kinds of things to a graphic file. You can 
“dither,” crop, resize — do almost anything you wish. 

There are also similar programs for sound and music files 
that allow you to change pitch or perform a complete rewrite. 
Those are great if that’s what you enjoy doing. But what about 
the rest of us? What if all we wanted to do was display some 
graphic files and listen to a tune now and then? And wouldn’t 
it be nice if it could all be done with just one program? If you 
agree, you might be interested in a program called CINEMA 
from DareWare. 

CINEMA will play VOC, WAV, CMF, and MIDI files. It 
will also display PCXs, GIFs, FLIs, and GLs. There are no 
special drivers to install other than what you already have with 
your sound board. There is no option to print anything, so no 
printer drivers are needed. The only special requirement is 
that you install the program files in a directory in your path. 

Though there’s nothing flashy about CINEMA (you can’t 
alter graphic or sound files in any way), graphics can be dis- 
played with one of the many “special effects” included. 

Bottom line: if all you want is a way to occasionally display 
graphics or check out some sound files, this is a program that 
could be just what you’re looking for. With the $19.95 regis- 
tration you will receive an advanced version of CINEMA and a 
bonus program. 


DIGITAL DOWNS V1.3 

by Accidental Software 

DD13A.ZIP & DD13B.ZIP 

Can’t make it to the track today? Try your luck with DIGI- 
TAL DOWNS. This is a very well done program that can give 
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HURTEAU 


fy DIGITAL DOWNS 


FAST TRACK 


you and your friends hours of racing action without losing 
your shirt. 

Once the game is loaded and you’ve entered your name 
and the amount of your “bank roll,” everything else is easily 
accessed with your mouse. You'll be shown a list of entries 
with the approximate odds and all you need to do is click on 
the “+” and “-” keys to select your horses and the amount of 
the bet. You can place money on WIN, PLACE or 
SHOW/QUENELLA, EXACTA or DAILY DOUBLE. Once 
that’s done, select RACE from the top menu bar and away 
they go. Afterward you can even view the “video tape” replay 
of the race. 

Anespecially nice feature is the BET window. Once there, a 
list of the entries for that race is displayed above the teller. The 
odds for each horse is shown and will go up or down as the bets 
are entered. If you click ona horse, a short racing history is 
shown and if you click on the FORM button, a page from the daily 
Racing Form is displayed with the opening odds for each entry. 
The odds will keep changing right up until race time, so keep an 
eye on them. And remember, favorites don’t always win. 


The unregistered version does have a few limitations, but 
not to the point where it hinders play. The $15 registration 
gets you a version with more horses, more sounds, ability to 
have up to eight players, and other various enhancements. 
It’s a pretty good deal if you like this kind of game, bettor 
or not. 

DIGITAL DOWNS requires at least a 386, EGA or better 


and a mouse. Sound Blaster cards are supported. 


VIEW V9.5 


by Malcolm Drury 

VIEW95.ZIP 

I know, I know, there are plenty of programs for displaying text 
files. I’m sure we all have our favorite, but whatever you’re 


CON\DOSN* gs 


“ 1 i lemt ) (H read?) 
Home to hightiqht. Enter 


se Py da Pqlip 
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now using, | urge you to take a look at VIEW by Malcolm 
Drury. It could very well make you change. 

The name VIEW is just a bit modest as it does so much 
more than simply read a text file and display it on the screen. 
Besides ASCII text, VIEW will display WordPerfect, Word, 
Write, AMI Pro, and Wordstar formatted files. Not only can 
you read these files, but you can also reformat and convert 
them to ASCII text. 

There are two ways to use VIEW. If you want to read just 
one file, type VIEW FILENAME. Or, simply type VIEW to 
display all the files in the current directory. From there you 
can scroll through the file list or jump to another drive or 
directory. 

Most of what you need to know is right on the screen and 
more can be seen by hitting the Fl key. While the file is dis- 
played, you can do text searches, tag blocks of text for printing 
or saving and much more. If you use either 2COL or JETCOL 
by Tony Caine, VIEW has a direct interface for these prod- 
ucts. 

Not happy with VIEW’s colors? Simply customize your 
VIEW with the enclosed configuration file. You can customize 
other features as well, including printer setup and memory 
configurations. 

As I said, VIEW is a poor choice of names for this program. 
Mr. Drury should have really called it something like 
MEGAVIEW or SUPERVIEW. It’s truly worth adding to your 
toolbox. This program is updated regularly, so look for the lat- 
est version. Suggested registration for VIEW is $20. 


The MajorBBS, v6.2, 2-line 


The MajorBBS, v6.2, 8-line Bundle............ $849 
MajorBBS Add-on Modules ..................... CALL 
FING cesiecwnscwrernsasnnsonidemtuceindermanitiies $169 
TES 2.2002 21NG occa nnmettire eetaertxsteves $199 
TBBS 2.2m & TDBS 1.2m 2-line................ $470 
TBBS 2.2m 16-line ..............c.ccsceceeeeseees $599 
TBBS 2.2m & TDBS 1.2m 16-line............. $1199 
SUN ES is agin ras snceiiet iawsaczesentiacleadenss $88 
DN Sectad ovat ecu sn eaccwre suns semtengaacens $118 
Call our BBS 209-498-6533 for product information 

and to view or download our complete catalog! | 
Digiboards, Boca, CD Disks, GTek............. CALL 
Digiboard PC/8 with 16550’s.................... $470 
Night Owl 12 - Shareware CD Disk.............. $38 
Remote Power ON/OFF ................2.0000000 $149 
Q-Modem Pro for Windows...................... $95 


Visa, MasterCard & AmericanExpress Accepted 


BBS Technologies 


P.O. Box 4290 @ Fresno, CA 93744 Fax 209-237-0206 


Wildcat! “The World’s Most Popular BBS” 
Wildcat! BBS Single Line.............ccccccsesececers $99 
Wildcat! BBS 1-10 Line $199 
Wildcat! BBS IM, Multi-Port (up to 250 Users) 


Wildcat! Pro! Series Utilities ................ccceeeee $89 
Game Pack $49 value, (ordered w/Wildcat!).......... $15 
DesqView386 Multi-tasking w/QEMM ................ $110 
4 Port Serial Card, with 16550 UARTSs ................ $115 


Digiboard PC/8e, w/cable (use w/Wildcat! IM) $575 § 


209-498-0200 
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com MODORE 


osemarie Fox and 
Peter Scordamaglia 
state-certified 
emergency medical techni- 
cians in New Jersey and 
Florida, but in the 
Commodore world, they’re 
noted for rescuing C-Net 64 
and 128 from obscurity. 

In June of 1993, they 
formed RM Software and 
purchased C-Net 64 and 
128 from Perspective 
Software, keeping the BBS 
packages alive and well- 


supported. 


- 


~~ 


RM Software is the official owner of 
both C-Net 64 and C-Net 128, though 
there are other C-Net products such as 
C-Net DS v2.5, owned by Beverly 
James Products, and C-Net Amiga, 
which is still owned by Perspective 
Software. 

C-Net 128 can connect with other 
like systems via the Pearako Network. 

“The Pearako Network is the best 
network ever written for C-Net 128,” 
said Fox. “We had quite a few different 
networks over the years. This one has 
been in use the longest.” 

More than simply transferring mes- 
sages, the network is capable of send- 
ing and receiving BBS lists, entire mes- 
sage bases, mail, feedback, online store 
orders, and files. Currently about 36 
boards are participants in the network. 

Although current modem speeds are 
just 300 to 2400 baud, the next version 
of C-Net 128 should boast 9600. Many 
sysops prefer to use a Creative Micro 
Designs RAMLink as their primary 
disk drive to speed BBS access time — 
however when combined with a 
SWIFTLink cartridge to attain higher 
baud rates, this can cause memory con- 
flicts and lockups. Hence, one reason 
the next version of C-Net has experi- 
enced delays. 

According to the logs of Cave of the 
Cerberus at prove the international 


CONNECTIONS 


128, 9600 baud routines will be 
released “soon.” Please note that a 
SWIFTLink cartridge is not necessary 
for the Commodore 128 if using a 9600 
baud modem, or higher, if only access- 
ing it at 9600 baud. 

Cave of the Cerberus BBS offers not 
only support for BBS sysops but also a 
good look at what future sysops can 
expect. ASCII, Commodore 
color/graphies, ANSI color only, and 
ANSI color and graphics are fully 
implemented, as well as the choice of 
viewing the BBS in either 40- or 80- 
column formats. 

Statistical data about the BBS is dis- 
played in a colorful and visually pleas- 
ing way in various forms at log on, 
including the total number of calls to 
date, with a breakdown of the male to 
female caller ratio, baud rates used, 
and computers that were used to call 
the BBS. A graph illustrating the num- 
ber of calls vs. the time of day is also 
displayed. 

It’s interesting to note that Cave of 
the Cerberus has had more IBM callers 
than Commodore 64/128 callers, by a 
slim 7 percent margin. According to the 
statistics shown, I’m in the minority 
among callers, as males out-number the 
females by about 93 percent! 

Among other statistics of interest to 
yeaa isa beeing 0 of the number of car- 


TERRY WILSON 


The board al fers | to 7 tl 
biorhythm for the day. 
For file transfers, C-Net 128 offers 
_ New Punter, Xmodem, Xmodem CRC, 
Xmodem CRC 1K, Ymodem Batch, and 
KSCII, of course, 
y be used when 
| maretertine text files. 
Users can customize their accounts 
on the BBS, too, with different help lev- 
els, the choice of a “More” prompt or 


re 


not (useful so the user doesn’t see sev- 
eral “More” prompts while buffering 
text) and an adjustment for time zone 
(since many callers are not from the 
local time zone). Other modifications 
include forwarding options for mail so 
it can be sent to another user name or 
to another BBS within the network, as 
well as selections for screen width, 
screen height, linefeeds, and graphics 
mode (Commodore or IBM). The BBS is 
set to offer ANSI color only or ANSI 
with both color and graphics. 

Several “places to go” are offered at 
the main menu prompt, including some 
unique options: “Dating”, for instance, 
is a networked matchmaking forum for 
singles over the age of 18. Others 
include Messages, Email (private mail), 
News files, P files, which is where pro- 
gram files for C-Net Sysops are kept. 
and UD, the regular files area. A cou- 
ple of other areas include a BBS Lister 
and a Voting area. 

About 50 message-base sigs are cur- 
rently available on Cave of the 
Cerberus and include many message 
topics both for C-Net and other BBS 
software, including Commodore, Amiga 
and IBM software. 

A nice touch to the software is the 
addition of various different and chang- 
ing quotes, which the user sees at dif- 
ferent menu prompts. 

Cave of the Cerberus BBS also has 
an online store in which users can 
order C-Net BBS software and other 
products. The online catalog includes 
over 100 items. 

With C-Net’s 
users on other networked BBSs can 
browse through the online store and 
place orders right there on the board. 


networking abilities, 


C-Net 64 does not have networking 
ability and is still at version 12.0. 
ed she woule 


hasn’t yet found a pro- 
grammer to work on it. With a new pro- 
grammer, one of the projects Fox said 
she’d like to see would be a networking 
program similar to the one available for 
the 128. 

C-Net 64 is available with all docu- 
mentation for $50 from RM Software. 

The BBS package for the 128 ver- 
sion was updated in January of 1994 
and sells for $100, including shipping 
and handling. It includes Pearako 
Network software, a disk of online 
games and text files, C-Net 128 manu- 
al, dongle and registration form. The 
dongle, a device which is inserted in 
the joystick port of the computer, is 
required to run the BBS. Without it, 
files will not load. RM Software also 
gives free Voice/Technical support and 
free unlimited BBS support with access 
to the C-Net file areas. 

For more information, contact RM 
Software (voice) at 201.843.3116 or 
call Cave of the Cerberus, BBS head- 
quarters for C-Net 64 and 128 at 
201.845.8250. 


Correction 


In last month’s issue, it was suggested 
that to save graphic macros within 
QWKRR128 offline mail reader, to fol- 
low the graphic trigger with: 


@a=* 
<graphic macro goes here> 
<with additional lines> 
<here> 


This is not correct. [t should be: 


@a= 
<graphic macro goes here> 
<with additional lines> 
<here> 


Note that the macro trigger has no addi- 
tional pipe or up arrow on the first line. 
[esc 


Gaelyne Moranec is a freelance writer 
active in the Commodore community. 
She is Editor of CEE-64 Alive!, a disk 
magazine, and co-sysop of Ancient 
Heart BBS. She can be reached with 
comments or suggestions via Fidonet 


netmail: 1:239/1004, Internet: gae- 


lyne.moranec@wolverine.com or in care 


of this publication 


Rusty Edie 


Dual Eliminator 


Rusty n Edie’s BBS announces the 
introduction of their Dual Eliminator. 
Simply plug your phone line to the Dual 
Eliminator and then plug the Dual Elimin- 
ator into your modem. This device consists 
of 2 passive electronic filters that handle both 
high and low frequency noise from the phone 
line. Both high and low frequency are 
independently adjustable with knobs that 
mount on the front of the unit. Surge 
protection is provided by an electronic 
varistor. 


A light emitting diode, also mounted on the 
front of the unit, glows whenever the device 
is eliminating noise from the phone lines. 
This device can solve the majority of noise 
problems associated with telecommuni- 
cations today, and is sold with a 30-day, 
money-back guarantee. They sell for $25 
each plus $4 shipping and handling. To 
order, call Rusty n Edie’s at 216-726-4217, 
fax to 216-726-3595 or call their BBS 
number 216-726-2620; they will accept 
Visa, MasterCard and American Express. 


Rusty n Edie’s BBS 


7393 California Ave. 
Youngstown, OH 44512 
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KUYKENDALL 


A Host Is a Host is a Host 


Not! All have their merits but ultimately the choice is yours. 


any people ask me to recommend 
tware for running a bulletin board on 
thdi c. I only have one piece of advice 
for these users: find out for yourself! 

If you ask any sysop what the best host 
software is, he or she will always suggest the 
package they are using (naturally). So I rec- 
ommend ignoring people’s advice and dis- 


covering a favorite on your own. 


ArtNet, 404-885-1487, is an example of a TeleFinder BBS. Its main empha- 
sis is support for graphic designers and illustrators. 
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But wait! Don’t put down the magazine yet...When I say make 
up your own mind, I suggest you do as | did: contact each of 
the host software companies and request a demo version of 
their host software be sent to you, along with a current price 
list. Also, if you are a non-profit or user group, mention it 
when you order information (most companies offer special dis- 
counts to non-profits and user groups). 

I'll discuss several of the prominent packages available for 
the Mac, some of which can be found only online. 

But first, a few things to think about when choosing a host 
package: How many lines do I want? Do I want a command- 
line interface or a graphical user interface? How much do I 
want to spend (usually the dominant factor)? 

You should also know that almost any Macintosh, from a 
Mac Plus on, can run a BBS, but the most powerful packages 
require a 68030 and higher to run effectively. Speed on BBSs 
can be increased by getting a faster drive, because much of 
what a BBS does is access the hard drive to gain information. 

You can also load as much of your BBS as possible into 
RAM in order to speed up access, for RAM is much faster 
than any hard drive available. You can do this by adding a 
RAM disk from your control panel (as much RAM as is avail- 
able from your configuration). 

Your disk cache should also be set at a megabyte for opti- 
mum performance. Additionally, FWB Hammer has a SCSI 
accelerator that’s supposed to increase disk access time dra- 
matically. 

If you want to go beyond two phone lines, you'll need to add 
a multiport serial card or a SCSI expansion box. The SCSI 
expansion box connects like a hard drive to your SCSI chain, 
but adds four additional serial ports to the system. 


Graphical user interface 


Now to the hosts. There are several different commercial BBS 
packages available for the Mac, such as NovaLink Pro 3.1, 
First Class 2.5 and TeleFinder 3.2. These three packages are 
graphical user interface hosts, requiring client software to use 
the Mac-like features. 
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NOVALINK PRO 3.1. NovaLink offers 
many services such as email, message 
forums, file libraries including CD- 
ROM, databases, real-time conferences 
and chats. Also access to public net- 
works including the Internet and 
Fidonet, high-speed text searches using 
AppleSearch, and gateways to popular 
email packages. 

NovaLink clients can logon through 
serial, AppleTalk, Communications 
Toolbox, X.25, and TCP/IP connec- 
tions. NovaLink Pro has its own script- 
ing language, NovaScript, that can fine- 
tune the performance and capabilities 
of your server. 

It can distribute server loads among 
multiple Mac computers for greater 
capacity. A single Mac Quadra can 
handle 40 to 60 simultaneous users 
(depending on connection type). 

Adding additional CPUs gives NLP 
virtually unlimited expandability. 

NovaLink’s MacTCP support means 
that anyone using the Internet can tel- 
net into an NLP server. And users can 
telnet out. 

NLP supports Internet standards for 
email (SMTP) and Usenet newsgroups 
(NNTP). NovaLink also supports UUCP 
through an external gateway. Finally, 
NovaLink provides direct TCP support 
without using the Macintosh 
Communications Toolbox. 

The software supports NovaTerm 
Graphics for Mac users and RIPscrip 
for Windows and DOS users. NLP also 
supports more than one configuration 
file, so that sysops can offer alternate 
user interfaces to their clients. For con- 
ventional terminal programs, NovaLink 
supports ANSI, VT100 and TTY, so 
that anyone can logon to your server 
regardless of platform type and it auto- 
matically generates a graphical and 
command-line interface for each type of 
interface supported. 


Contact: ResNova Software, Inc. 
5011 Argosy Drive, Suite #13, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92649. 
Sales: 714.379.9000. 

Info Server: (BBS) 714.379.9004. 
Internet: Sales@ResNova.com. 
Fax: 714.379.9014. 


FIRSTCLASS 2.5. FirstClass offers com- 
plete office email, network conferencing 
for electronic discussions, conferencing, 


multi-platform, and language support. 

One of FirstClass’s greatest 
strengths is its multitasking graphical 
interface. Modem access is efficient 
and permits background transfer of 
files (in both directions simultaneously) 
even while reading mail, chatting or 
using other system features. Sysops can 
also create custom icons and back- 
ground pictures for its GUI. 

FirstClass has the ability to access 
and search CD-ROMS or other volumes 
online and send mail to any user or 
conference to which the BBS user has 
access. 

To boot, sysops may accurately track 
what users have uploaded or down- 
loaded through its statistics and billing 
features. 


Contact: SoftArc, 416.299.4723. 
Fax: 416.754.1856. 
FirstClass BBS: 416.609.2250 


Internet: sales@softare.com 


TELEFINDER 3.2. TeleFinder 3.2 runs on 
all Macs from the Plus through the 
Quadras, is 32-bit clean, System 7 
savvy, and includes full balloon help 
for the user. Its administrative and pro- 
gram modules can be fully controlled 
via AppleEvents. Some of its features 
include multi-node chat (up to three 
nodes), instant messages, use of styled 
text in text files, online previews of GIF 
and JPEG images, QuickTime movies 
and PICT files, expanded file descrip- 
tions up to 32K, resizable email win- 
dows, automatic template for email, and 
capability of managing up to 32,000 
users. 

TeleFinder’s multi-server architec- 
ture supports multiple BBS nodes run- 
ning on separate Macs on a network. 
Additionally, TeleFinder’s full imple- 
mentation of AppleEvents supports 
advanced functionality such as auto- 
matic online registration, full remote 
administrative capabilities and control 
of the BBS’s server programs. 

TeleFinder Group Edition also sup- 
ports a find-file function. Caller and 
file-transfer statistics are given as well. 


Contact: Spider Island Software 
714.669.9260; Fax 714.669.1383. 
BBS 714.730.5785, 

Internet: support@spiderisland.com. 
AppleLink: D4955. 

America Online: Spiderlsla. 
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Command-line user interface 


As mentioned, there are several com- 
mand-line user interfaces and share- 
ware-type host programs available, 
such as Mansion, Hi BBS, Hermes II, 
Public Address v0.9b9, Second Sight, 
and WWIV. 

Hi BBS has recently suspended 
sales of their software, so discussing its 
features is pretty pointless. Also, 
WWIYV has not been updated since 
1992 and supports only ANSI and 
VT100 access. So we'll skip it, too. 


MANSION. Mansion will run on a 
Macintosh Plus or better and supports 
speeds from 300 to 38,400 baud. 
Mansion also allows the sysop to use 
multiple drives for file libraries, sup- 
ports the use of CD-ROMs and uses 
several different flavors of Xmodem for 
downloading. It allows up to 32,767 
conferences, 999 library sections, 
32,767 membership accounts, and up 
to 999 messages per conference. A cou- 
ple of Mansion’s key features include 
ASCII graphics and the ability for users 
to move very quickly around the BBS 
using the teleport command. 

Users can page the sysop if there is 
a problem or use the help folder provid- 
ed with Mansion to help with such top- 
ics as using the conferences, download- 
ing files, sending messages, and so on. 

Mansion also has the dexterity to 
assign sounds to certain key events — 
events such as when a user pages the 
sysop, when mail is sent to the sysop, 
when a caller drops carrier or times 
out, and at what speed the caller’s con- 
nected. This is a useful feature I have 
not seen in other host programs — as 
long as you’re not in an area where 
noise can be a problem. 

Users also have great searching 
power with Mansion. They can search 
for other members, search for members 
with similar interests (users can enter 
up to a 40-character string upon first 
logging in), check for new messages 
addressed to them since their lasi cail, 
or can look for new files since iast 
logon or from any date they choose. 

Mansion provides much support for 
the sysop, offering a detailed account of 
the activities on your conferences, gen- 
erating a list of applications that have 
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not been approved by the system and 
giving you information about the activi- 
ties of callers such as number of mes- 
sages posted, files uploaded and down- 
loaded. The software also creates logs 
of any errors the BBS encounters, a log 
file used by Mansion external applica- 
tions and a list of logons to the BBS. 
And it allows the sysop to do a fast 
local login to get on the board quickly, 
without having to input account name 
and password. 

Finally, Mansion allows the use of 
external applications written for the 
software and scripting capability to 
enhance the BBS. It has a random 
quote feature built in, allows callers to 
send packages (files) to other members 
and allows the sysop to send garbage 
across the line before hanging up ona 
user — a feature good for some obnox- 
ious callers I’ve come across (grin). 


Contact: ZSys Software, Box 65981, 
West Des Moines, lowa 50265-0981. 
The ZSys BBS (Mansion support BBS): 
515.279.3073. 

America Online: MarkT15. 

Fidonet: 1:290/2.1. 

Internet: 
Mark_Toland%cedsm@uunet.uu.net. 


HERMES II. Hermes II is distributed as 
keyware (i.e. you can use it for 30 days, 
but if you don’t register within that peri- 
od, the software will not work). 
Registering Hermes II gives you a serial 
number allowing you to use it further. 

Hermes IJ will run on the Macintosh 
Plus and above. However, most stan- 
dard Macintosh modem cables are not 
designed for use with Hermes II. You 
will need to buy a custom Hermes II 
BBS cable in order for the BBS to both 
detect carrier loss and manage flow 
control. This can be bought through the 
software manufacturer, Computer 
Classifieds. 

Hermes IJ must be run on System 
6.0.4 or above. It also requires that you 
install the Macintosh Communications 
Toolbox if you don’t use System 7. It 
also requires 2,000K of memory to run 
— more if you run more than one node, 
have file directories with more than 
200 to 300 Siles each, or run external 
applications. It supports both ANSI and 
VT100 mode. 

Hermes allows up to 64 file directo- 
ries, 10 message forums, with up to 30 
sub-forums within each. 


The software supports many features 


i ‘DISCOUNT - 
t SOFTWARE! 


such as external applications, CD-ROM 
and Tabby support, threading in mes- 
sage forums, even an internal screen 
saver. Hermes also has a feature called 
“Multiple Feedback,” which will allow 
feedback to be sent to co-sysops or any 
other users. The users to be sent mail 
can be configured by the sysop. 

Hermes has a feature called the File 
Manager for uploading new files and 
deleting or editing files already online. 
You can also select files for deletion 
and select whether you want file 
libraries to be sorted alphabetically or 
by date. And descriptions can be added 
to files from the File Manager. 

As far as sysop options, Hermes II 
will allow both a local and a fast logon, 
and provides many options in user fea- 
tures that a sysop may set up for each 
user, such as whether the user can post, 
chat, send email, etc. Moreover, it 
allows the sysop to decide if the user 
can post or read anonymous messages, 
list users, change a message, or see 
upload info. Also, you can restrict any 
user below a certain age from accessing 
certain areas of your board. 

Sysops can chat with callers, 
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| Wildcat! Single Line Version 4... 85 | 
All versions of Wildcat! 4 In stock... CALL! gx 
Lowest Prices on All Mustang Productsl....... CALL! a 
Major BBS V6.2 2 USED... ceccccceesessssesessseenes $155 
Major BBS V6.2 8 User Bundle... eee CALL! 
All Major BBS ACIC-OnS!........cccceccsseesseresneesees 

| DIGIDOGIS......cssccecseecsssesceessreeeesssersssseegs sStes 
Searchlight BBS..........cccccesssccssssessseesenses = 

| DesqView 386 W/QEMM......ccccsssssscesesssees $ 


Modembase Pro (Online Database) 
Much More! Call Now! 
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, COD, Purchase Orders i 


Order 24 Hours! OLS 


(800) 597-6160 
or (909) 782-6463 

Order/Info/Faxback Onl ine Services | 
on our BBS! 3839 Brockton Ave. 


(909) 682-1654 Riverside, CA 92501 | 


TTT Tihs 


Powerboard BBS 


“Now there is a better way.” 


—BBS Magazine, 4/93 
iF; you’re shopping around, remember to com- 
pare the bottom line. Powerboard comes with 
everything you need — newsletter creator, up- 
load checker, archive viewer, ansi drawing pro- 
gram, mail tossers, PCL programming language, 
» 450-page manual, and more. Call for 
= aFREE demo disk and brochure. 


We 
\ 


oe NulQ Software, Inc. 


“brightening telecommunications worldwide” 
Larchmont, NY 10538-0832 800.844.6526 834.0185 FAX 834.7830 BBS 
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RoboBOARD 


Graphical Communications Software tor DOS 


The RoboBOARD programmable menu 
structure allows for a high degree of 
flexibility in the abpeatance and the 
design of your Online system. 


Email areas can be configured as 
Local, Echo, USENET or Internet. 
Users are presented with an easy 
to use text editor to do Online 
messaging. Messages can be 
quoted, uploaded, downloaded 
and printed while Online. 
included! 


MEDTROTSE 


SOFTWARE INC. 


RoboBOARD can display 640x480x16 
VGA to 1024x768x256 SVGA graphics 
on both the SysOp's and the Caller's 
end of the connection! Click on the 
buttons to edit user settings, chat, and 
even capture screens in GIF format. 
UART, Fossil and DigiBoard support 


Lightning fast database file 
system,powerful wildcard and text 
searches, realtime Gif image previews 
and seamless CD-Rom support make 
RoboBOARD the system of choice for 
any image orientated Online system. 


Photo images, text, and 
drawing commands are 
used to create visually 
powerful system bulletins! 


Realtime JPEG photo images are 
typically transmitted in 5 to 20 
seconds at 14,400 baud and are 
scaled in realtime to 256 or 16 
colors depending on the callers 
video display adaptor. This 
insures the highest quality images 
possible for all callers. 


‘Orders & Info 1-819-682-9737 
ve ares Demo System 1-819-682-7771 


MediaHouse Software Inc., PO Box 633, Aylmer, Quebec, Canada, J9H 5V8 


RoboBOARD and Tel-FX are trademarks of MediaHouse Software Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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AMEX 
14.400, N,1,8 


letters including vali- 
dation messages, 
expired accounts, ete. 
There is a status bar 
on your screen that 
displays information 
about who’s online 
now and that user’s 


sement Files} 


utilities, and applications. 


squelch them (prevent them from typ- 
ing any commands while you are modi- 
fying something such as their access), 
give temporary sysop privileges, hang 
up on a user with no warning, send 
garbage characters simulating line 
noise then hang up, or tell the caller his 
or her time has expired and disconnect. 
Finally, Hermes has a few features I 
especially like such as allowing you to 
create, store, retrieve, and send form 


yt or 

The Infamous Basement BBS, 404-256-2648, is a Hermes Il board offer- day. 
ing its users over 60 Fidonet message echoes, 2 CDROMs of share- 
ware/public domain software, and a wide variety of graphic images, 


statistics, who called 
last and the number 

of posts, uploads and 
downloads for the 


Hermes II also 
gives you the power to 
create a “Trash 


Users” file — keep- 
ing offensive handles 


off the board. 


Contact: Hermes II 
Computer Classifieds, 
12819 SE 38th, #101, 
Bellevue, WA 98006. 
Fax: 206.643.2316. 
BBS: 206.643.7830. 
206.643.2874. 


PUBLIC ADDRESS V0.9B9. Public Address 
offers serial/modem, AppleTalk ADSP 


and TCP/IP-telnet connections, all- 
asynchronous serial I/O, as many 
ports/lines as memory will allow, as 
many concurrently connected users as 
memory will allow, as many BBS users 
as disk space will allow, no maximum 
number of message bases or transfer 
directories, and as many messages or 
files in each message base or transfer 
directory as disk space will allow. 

It also supports Xmodem (Checksum 
& CRC), Ymodem, Ymodem-G, and 
Zmodem transfers, uses a very fast 16- 
color ANSI screen driver, supports 
external mailers, and can sublaunch an 
external mailer for events as well as 
crashmail. 

Public Address is completely modu- 
lar, that is, everything the online user 
sees is controlled by modules, which 
can be added and rearranged by the 
sysop. The interface information for 
writing modules in Pascal, C and C++ 
is currently available to all those who 
are interested on the author’s BBS. 

The interface consists of more than 
200 routines passed from the applica- 
tion/engine. This documentation also 


CONTINUES... 


SHOP SHAREWARE TESTING LABORATORIES — USA TODAY 


Combining the 
Power of 
Printed Classified 
Ad Papers 
Across the U.S. 
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To find your local-access number online call: 
(317)359-5199 DATA 14400 8N1 
(800) 753-4223 VOICE 


The 
Classified 
World 
Network 
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LIGHTNING-FAST SEARCHES — GET TECHNICAL HELP 
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You dom’t get to be 


“Little” details. Like full Internet access — including FTP Telnet, IRC, Worldwide Web, Gopher, 
Archie, E-mail, news groups and more — at no extra charge. And worldwide local access via 


multiple networks. Not to mention the world’s largest online shareware collection (over a 
million files plus over 50 CD ROM collections), a horde of online games and information 


mn the world 


services, one of the largest adult areas in existence, and 280 phone lines — each with its own 
dedicated CPU. Small wonder Exec-PC has grown to be the biggest BBS on the planet. 


without paying 


Since 1983, we've logged over 8 million calls, from 50 countries across the globe, and 
we're still growing! For more information, or to subscribe, call toll-free 1-800-EXECPC-1. 


Take a free test drive! v.32 & v.32bis * 414.789.4360 @ v.Fast (28.8kbps) * 414.789.4500 @ 
2400bps ¢ 414.789.4210 @ ISDN and worldwide local access, call for information. 


to the smallest Wertutts: 


EXEC-PC 
2105 S. 170th Street New Berlin, WI 53151 Voice: 414.789.4200 


Raster CD-ROM file Listings 
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Cider City, 404-419-3681, is a Macintosh And Apple II BBS run on the 
Second Sight host software. Cider City is the only Apple Il support 
board for the 7 southeastern states, and is networked through Fidonet. 


contains the source code to all stock 
modules. 


Contact: Public Address v0.9b9, 


actually make money 
off of shareware (grin). 
Second Sight 3.0 is 
a full-featured multi- 
line, color ANSI sup- 
porting host package 
requiring 750K of 
RAM per node. The 
number of nodes is 
limited only by 
machine memory and 
NuBus slots available 
(NuBus slots are 
required for additional 
serial ports). Each 
node would consist of 


a copy of Second Sight, a modem cable, 
modem, and a telephone line. 
Second Sight is a menu-driven sys- 


Internet: colengc@efn.org. 
Support BBS: 503.485.7781 (28.8K 
baud) 


SECOND SIGHT 3.0. Second Sight 3.0 is a 
comniercial package originally written 
by Scott Watson. He’s the hailed author 
of the Mac comm shareware package 
Red Ryder and, besides Raymond Lau 


tem. That is, it operates by offering the 
connected client a list of choices. There 
is no limit to the number of menus that 
you can define. 

Second Sight also supports group 
mail, i.e., a single message can be 
broadcast to a group of users, vs. just 
one. Sysops can also use the NewUser 
Survey and LogOff Survey at logon and 


Contact: Second Sight 

The FreeSoft Company 

105 McKinley Road, 

Beaver Falls, PA 15010. 
412.846.2700.; Fax 412.847.4436. 
BBS 412.846.5312. 


Thanks to James Barry, coordinator of 
the Macintosh BBS FAQ (Frequently 
Asked Questions), for his input in this 
month’s column. This FAQ is posted 
about once a month to the following 
Usenet groups: comp.bbs, alt.bbs, 
alt.bbs.allsysop, and comp.sys.mac.comm. 
There are many contributors to the 
Macintosh BBS FAQ, including James 
Barry, Bill Linder, Danny Haynes, Eric 
Hoffman, Darryl Wattenburg, and Mark 
Pappas. If you would like to add to the 
FAQ, please send your info to James at 
his Internet address: jmbarry@info- 
port.com, or you can leave a message on 
his BBS, InfoPort BBS, at 303.429.0291. 
sess 


Michael A. Kuykendall has written for 
several computer publications, is sysop 
for the Online Macintosh Users Group 
BBS and can be reached via Internet at 


(Stuffit), is one of the few people to logoff time. 


UNCLE HANK’S SHAREWARE 
REVIEW NEWSLETTER 


Published bi-monthly, this newsletter takes a good look 
at some of the best Shareware available today. Each 
issue contains reviews from a wide variety of areas. 
Always in plain English. 


For a sample issue, send $2 to: Uncle Hank’s 
Shareware, 8 Hendrick St., Easthampton, MA 01027 


Send $10 with this ad, you can subscribe for 1 yr. (6 issues) & save $2. 
Make checks payable to Hank Hurteau 


Educator’s BBS 


505-894-0894 — 1200-38400 Baud 
$20 per year * 24 Hours * Sysop, Walt Ledbetter 


An Educational BBS for Students, Parents, Teachers, and Tutors 
1200-38400 Baud ° Virus Information 
¢ Messages * Online Tutoring * Educational Files » 
*« Communications Files « Teacher Files * Soundblaster Files « 
* Updated New Mexico Weather Reports * NASA News Updates * 


With an Education Your Future is Unlimited! 
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| 212-697-7340 Support 


andykirk@aol.com. 
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MajorBBS Software! 


Digital Consulting Services is your 
one stop for all your Major BBS needs! 
Call us to add FULL Internet 
Connectivity to your Major BBS! 


Specials of the Month: 


MajorBBS 2 User - $155.00 
User 6 Packs - $170.00 
RIP Paint - $155.00 
GTEK BBS-550 w/cables - $395.00 


Digital Consulting Services 
800-899-2002 Sales 


PO Box 2142 - Secaucus, NJ 07094 
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PLANET CONNECT TV is now on the air each month bringing you Set came 

the latest information about the BBS business and the Information ‘oes cosby Highway 

_ Highway. Each show can be received on standard C orKuband SreBoststcoveice 


= 615-623-8751 Fax © 
satellite tv system or viewed from video tape.| 615.623.9889 BBS 
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From 0 to From box to BBS 
4 seconds! in 40 minutes! 


What do Sysops like most about new Wildcat! 4? Depends on who you ask. Many say they like how fast and easy it is to set up. Some told us their 
BBS was up and running in less than an hour. Others are wild about Wildcat! 4’s expanded file and message areas —32,760 of each! Still others love 
how flexible, expandable and customizable Wildcat! 4 is. They can get creative and express their own personalities through their BBS. 


With more than 250 new features and enhancements, there’s a lot to like about new Wildcat! 4. And a lot of new reasons why The World’s Most 
Popular BBS Software™ is the best BBS software running! 


LISTEN TQ WHAT SYSOPS ARE SAYING ABOUT WILDCAT! AND NEW VERSION 4! 


“Wildcat! 4 is the most user friendly, full featured BBS software I have ever “Wildcat! 4 is the most progressive BBS platform on the market. Its 
had the privilege of using. The installation programs, utilities and manuals have new configurable architecture and the graphics capabilities of RIP 
been constructed with a lot of thought and care. And the software itself is Script provides a truly individualistic look and feel. Wildcat! is only 
nothing less than amazing.” limited by your personal creativity and imagination.” 

Drew Sprang 


5 Dan Dunn 
aon od Atlanta Information Exchange BBS 


Atlanta, GA 
“Wildcat! is a hands-down favorite—user friendly, fast, powerful, easy to set 
up, well programmed and well supported. I’ve never been on a system that 
matches it!” 


“This program is fabulous—beyond words! It’s everything I was 

looking for in a BBS software package and then some! Give my 

Hugh Mitchell, M.D. thanks to all of the programmers who made Wildcat! 4 what it is.” 

Doctor On Board . 

St. Catharines, Ontario ERE BS 

; ? : F ; : Sterling, IL 

“Wildcat! 4 is the ultimate on-line solution—fast, friendly and feature-rich. 

Mustang’s tech support is simply unequaled in the industry. Wildcat! is equally “T checked out QBBS, RBBS, PCBoard, BBSXpress, Spitfire and 

appropriate in the hands of a complete novice or a programming whiz who others—Wildcat! was the easy winner.” 

might run an entire tech support department on-line. There just isn’t a BBS Benjamin Koop 

software on the market in this league that’s so easy to use, yet so expandable.” The Graphics ExchangeSystem 
John Tracey Atlanta, GA 


NJ Intelligence Agency BBS 
West Orange, NJ 


Call the Wildcat! BBS to see what Wildcat! 4 looks like from the caller’s point-of-view and to 
discover even more reasons why Sysops are wild about Wildcat! 


Callers can preview multiple .GIF files by downloading a 
thumbnail first. They can even choose the resolution and 
number of .GIFs per thumbnail! 


With the introduction of Wildcat! 4, we’ve made the most user friendly and 
the most popular BBS software in the world even easier to use and more 
powerful. You'll find more than 250 great new features and enhancements— 
many of which were suggested by Wildcat! Sysops themselves, 


& Expanded File and Message Conferences—supports up to 32,760 
File and Message Conferences, giving you virtually unlimited room 
to grow, 


i> Super-Fast Message Databases—makes moving massive amounts 
of messages in and out of Wildcat! faster than ever. Means your BBS 
will spend more time handling calls, less time tossing mail. 


.GIF Thumbnailer—so callers can preview multiple .GIFs before 
downloading. 


and DESC.SDI, saving you and your callers time while maintaining 


ie Automatically Import File Descriptions—supports FILE_ID.DIZ 
better file descriptions. 


Flexible Modem Setup—supports all v.FC, v.34, v.32 terbo. Even 
has the “smarts” to handle any new modem that appears on the market 
in the future. 


With over 250 new features, The World’s Most Popular 
wi BBS Software” is the best ever! 


Wildcat! 4 features expanded RIP support so you can 
customize any Wildcat! prompt with your own personal RIP 
screen ... or use the ones that come with Wildcat! 4. 


| MM Message Menu 
| Ml File Menu 
Bh Join Conference 
7 | MB vour Settings | ME Page Other User 
= Jemma Ml Help Level fis} fic] 
Bh Helcone Files | | BE Conmand Help | ME Live Online Chat 
: a = | Hl Goodbye & Losoff | SS 


| = Comment To Sysop | 
| 


| | 
| MI Susten Statistics} 


Drive Menu 


Your wish list of smart features is here today! 


Improved Internet Message Handling —64KB messages give you over 
800 lines of text. We’ ve also expanded our message headers to support up to 
70 characters for those long Internet addresses. 


Duplicate Name Support—so your BBS can handle common caller names. 
Also lets you have common files like PRUNZIP in multiple file areas. 


Local Sysop Node Support—lets you perform maintenance while callers 
are on-line. 


Free-Form Menu Structure—lets you create as many menus as you want. 


Message Editor—with built-in, on-line spell checker, cut-and-paste, and 
much more. 


weCHAT Module—supports multiple channels and up to 1,000 Sysop 
defined action words. 


Multilingual Support—lets users select the Sysop-defined interface of 
their choice. 


Run Powerful weCODE Applications—no compiler required. 
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Group Mail Support—allows messages to be automatically directed 
to Sysop-defined lists of users. 


Terrific add-on programs also available. 

You can get Wildcat! 4 in single and multi-line configurations to suit 
your needs. And with these popular add-on products—all written and 
supported directly by Mustang Software—Wildcat! 4 is simply the best 
value available anywhere. 


wcCODE 
our BASIC-like development language for Wildcat! 4 
wcPRO Utilities 
a powerful statistical and analytical package with Fax-On-Demand 
wcGATE 


our Internet E-mail, Usenet newsgroup and MHS Gateway 


Call toll-free for more information 
or the name of the dealer nearest you 


1-800-663-1886 


Customer service hours: 8am to 5pm, PST, 
Monday through Friday 


Wildcat!, The MSI horse logo and artwork, and The World's Most Popular BBS Software are trademarks of Mustang Software, Inc. 


© 1994, Mustang Software, Ine. 


No-nonsense, unconditional 30-day 

money-back guarantee 

Whether you’re just starting your first BBS or a Sysop with years of experience, 
Wildcat! 4 is guaranteed to blow you away! If it doesn’t, just return it to the store 
where you bought it within 30 days for a full refund. 


FREE CD-ROM FROM MUSTANG! 


Now—get this limited-edition CD-ROM absolutely FREE when 
you buy Wildcat! 4! It’s filled with thousands of the most recent 
shareware programs in dozens of categories and is especially con- 
figured to work flawlessly on your Wildcat! 4 BBS. 


To get your FREE copy, just pick up Wildcat! 4 at your nearest 
software retailer before Feb. 28, 1995. Then send back the 

registration card along with this coupon.* 

Mustang Software, Inc. 6200 Lake Ming Road » Bakersfield, CA 93306 » (805) 873-2500 

Fax (805) 873-2599 » BBS (805) 873-2400 
*Buy Wildcat! 4 between October 15, 1994, and February 28, 1995, and mail in this coupon— 
along with your product registration card—to receive our CD-ROM while supplies last. Void 
where prohibited by law. Offer good only for purchases of Wildcat! 4 when coupon is 
accompanied with product registration card. BS 
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fad they mean business. 
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hanks to everyone 
wholresponded to 
S 


the not-so-wonderful 


mber’s column about 


actions of the Canter and 
Siegel law firm. While 
most of you seemed to 
agree with my negative 
opinion, several readers 
did indicate that com- 
merce on the Internet is 
good overall — as long as 
that business is conducted 
in a tactful manner. And 
most intriguingly, [ even 
got two letters from 
lawyers who listed (at great 


length) the various options 


we 


e 


Doing business on the Internet has 
gotten plenty of attention lately. There 
is obviously great benefit in the ability 
to easily buy and sell goods and ser- 
vices across the Net. But as our law 
firm has shown, the lack of regulation 
allows for easy abuse of the system. 
Now, try to mention regulation to the 
average Netter and the quick answer 
is, “No Way!” Unfortunately, there is 
no easy answer. In the meantime, 
keep surfing. 


NetCash 
Want to spend obey: on the Fh 
Internet? OK. The question ts, how? 
A small company in Maryland might 
have the answer — “online money.” 

Bob Houston originally formed the 
idea when he wanted to buy a product 
via electronic mail. He came up with 
NetCash and NetBank. 

NetCash starts with you dialing 
900.983.2274 via modem where you 
will get $10 in NetCash. Then you can 
buy and sell items easily across the Net 
via NetCash strings. Without going into 
detail, essentially there are a series of 
email messages that go back and forth 
handling each transaction. 


exchanges, this only makes sense. It 
can be somewhat awkward, though, 
and NetCash is by no means the “final 
solution” to money transfers in cyber- 
space. To “cash out,” for instance, you 
need to have a merchant account nuni- 
ber (readily available and free) and the 
exchange rate is somewhat high. 

Sull, i's an idea whose time has 
come. It just needs to grow A LOT 
before it will really succeed. 


Pine upgrade 


A while back I wrote about my 
favorite email program, Pine, perhaps 
originally an acronym for “Pine Is Not 
Elm” and now better interpreted to 
mean “Program for Internet News and 
Electronic mail.” 

Well, the folks at the University of 
Washington have done it again. There 
are so many additions to the new ver- 
sion of Pine (3.90) that many are won- 
dering why it isn’t just being called 
version 4.0. According to the release 
notes, version 4.0 will offer even more 
functionality and will also include the 
yet-to-be released version 4.0 of the 
IMAP API (the interface through 


which Pine handles mail). 


NetCash i intrigui I For tl f | fi : 
66 NetUash 1s an Intmguing system. In tor those of you who equate tree s 
we had to “put them out of ae Mice te, ile : 
a time when more and more transac- programs with a large number of bugs = 

: °° ee el Sarena ae a aiternl fee ae . > 
business. tions are electronic, no-cash or limited ability, let me assuage your « 
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fears: Pine is probably the most stable 
and reliable program I have ever seen. 

Pine 3.90 comes packed with stuff. 
Unlike most free programs, the documen- 
tation is pretty much complete: release 
notes, installation help, technical infor- 
mation, and built-in help. Of course the 
source code is there for you to compile 
and if you’ve got one of several popular 
platforms the binaries are already there. 

The Pine distribution also comes 
with Pico (Pine’s Composer) and IMAP 
(see definition below). If your site does 
not have Pine, encourage your system 
administrator to instal] it. 

For those who don’t like a UNIX 
workstation, there’s also PC-Pine, 
which runs over a packet driver, 
Novell’s LAN Workplace, Sun’s PC- 
NFS, and even a semi-GUI Windows 
Socket version. And all the versions are 
exactly alike (except where such differ- 
ences would not make much sense). 

Some of the features include: built-in 
message printing, Usenet news reading/ 
posting, multiple incoming mailboxes, 
message bouncing, customizable head- 
ers, and message piping. For your UNIX 
system, Pine 3.90 really is a must. 


Tech terms 


IMAP: Interactive Mail Access 
Protocol. IMAP is a protocol which 
Pine and other mail programs use to 
handle electronic mail. For those of you 
who use Eudora, or other similar edi- 
tors, you've probably heard of POP — 
Post Office Protocol. POP is a simple 
ask-and-fetch mail protocol. You con- 
nect to the server, see if you have mail 
waiting, and if so, retrieve it. All mail is 
kept on your local machine. 

IMAP is quickly succeeding POP. It 
allows you to save mail either locally or 
remotely. With IMAP, you’re always 
connected to the server, so you instant- 
ly know if new messages have arrived. 
Using a mailer like Pine, I can read 
mail on my workstation, office PC or 
home computer and since I’ve set it up 
to stay on the server, all of ny mes- 
sages are available. 


Internet stats available 


The InterNIC (Network Information 
Center) has recently made available two 
sources of network information. These 
two services, Infoguide and the Scout 


Report, will enable the average Internet 
user to receive current information 
about various Internet usage. Infoguide 
is accessible through World-Wide-Web 
and gopher and will replace the previ- 
ous InterNIC information database. 

Netters will be able to retrieve NSF 
Network News, quickly access other 
Internet informational organizations 
and even retrieve the Scout Report. 

The Infoguide can be reached via 
WWW at http://www. internic.net/ or 
gopher to is.internic.net. 

The Scout Report, a weekly release 
of network activities, is updated each 
Friday. Each issue features new 
Internet highlights, as well as topics 
such as bandwidth utilization and other 
statistics. It can be retrieved at either 
of the sites mentioned above, as well as 
via email at majordomo@is.internic.net. 
The body of the message should 
include the sentence: “subscribe scout- 
report id@your.site.name.” 


TCP/IP in operating systems 


I told you recently about how Microsoft 
will be including TCP/IP with the next 


release of Windows. Apparently 


Chicago will be released in the first 
quarter of 95 as a stripped-down ver- 
sion, missing items such as built-in 
TCP/IP, with the full version being 
released a few months later. In the 
same vein, it looks like Apple will be 
including TCP/IP in its next operating 
system, version 7.5, for the Macintosh. 


Offline 


Really want to learn about networking? 
READ, READ, READ. A particularly 
good hook is Internetworking with 
TCPAP, Volume I, written by Douglas 
E. Comer. 


Internetworking is a great place to 


start learning the technical aspects 
behind the Internet. Volume I, subti- 
tled “Principles, Protocols, and 
Architecture,” will give the reader a 
good introduction to how the Internet 
actually works. If you like the style of 
this book, there are two additional vol- 
umes covering other topics. Published 
by Pneumatically Inc., and is usually 
available in bookstores for 

about $50. ama 


Mike Robinson can be reached at 
mrobinsn @wharton.upenn.edit 
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AT&T Cuts Prices 
on DataPort Modems 


T&T’s DataPort modems have proven to 
ery popular with sysops since their 
introduction two years ago. To stay on.top, ~~ 
AT&T has taken an aggressive approach in 
the war for BBS territory by staying competi- 
tive on sysop pricing. Secondly, their revolu- 
tionary Optical Line Interface (OLI) has suc- 
cessfully reduced line noise and enhanced 
transmission quality. Add in a limited life- 
time warranty and toll-free technical support 
and service, you’ve got an almost irresistible 


package. 
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Since we last examined the AT&T sysop discount offer, the 
price has been cut an additional $10 to $15 for each model. 
The current pricing structure (as of presstime) is as follows: 


MODEL LIST 


SYSOP 
MODEL NUMBER PRICE PRICE 
v.32bis & Fax, External ~ »3710-A2-201 $289 $165 
v.32bis & Fax, Internal 3721-B2-001 $259 $150 
y.32bis & Fax, Mac 3710-A2-202 $299 $175 


All models also include QuickLink I fax and terminal soft- 
ware. PC models include versions for both DOS and Windows 
operating environments. 

AT&T has yet to offer a modem in the V.FastClass (V.FC) 
or v.32terbo proprietary transmission schemes. At this point, it 
must be assumed that their next set of products will jump 
straight to the ITU-T V.34 standard. Since the ratification of 
V.34 finally came to pass in June, it won’t be Jong before there 
are plenty of choices. 


The Amazing OLI 


Here’s a brief semi-technical look at this revolutionary design 
called Optical Line Interface. Even detailed information 
is included as part of the standard sysop applications form 
(ATTSYSOP.TXT) on their support BBS. The OLI has two 
major design and performance advantages over the transformer- 
based line interface circuits used in other V.32bis modems. 
First, the OLJ has a more resistive impedance which allows 
it to attain a much more consistent “match” to the impedance 
of the telephone network, reducing both the amount of near- 
end echo for the AT&T DataPort modem and the far-end echo 
for any remote modem. As a result, other modems are able to 
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perform more reliably when they con- 
nect to the DataPort modems than when 
they connect to modems with tradition- 
al transformer-based designs. 

Second, when the Optical Line 
Interface is used to transmit and 
receive signals, the addition of harmon- 
ic distortion products to the signals is 
greatly reduced. Since harmonic distor- 
tion can adversely affect the transmit- 
ted signal and the near-end echo sig- 
nal, the performance of the DataPort 
modem and the remote modem are both 
improved as a result. 

When a V.32bis modem’s near-end 
echo signal includes these harmonic 
distortion products, its near echo can- 
celer is unable to compensate for them 
and they pass through to the receiver as 
noise. Even worse, these distortion 
products may be boosted by the 
modem’s equalizer circuit as it tries to 
compensate for the signal attenuation 
which occurs in the network. When the 
presence of these unwanted signals 
begins to affect the modems ability to 
accurately interpret the receive data 
stream, errors will result. 

Since the Optical Line Interface 
reduces both the near-end echo level 
and the injection of harmonic distortion 
products, the DataPort modem is able 
to send data more reliably under a 
wider variety of network conditions. 
When you also consider the reduction 
in far-end echo and harmonic distortion 
for the remote modem, the benefits of 
the OLI are hard to ignore. 


For more information contact: 


AT&T Paradyne 

clo Tony Bradshaw 

Sysop Pricing Program 
8545 126th Avenue North 


wide high-speed standard. All modems 
| & have v.42bis for error correc- 


CONTINUES... 


TABLE la — SYSOPS HIGH-SPEED MODEM DISCOUNTS BY VENDOR AND MODEL TYPE 


VENDOR/ 14.4K V.32BIS 14.4K V.32BIS V.32TERBO, V.FC, V.32TERBO, V.FC 
PRODUCT INTERNAL EXTERNAL V.34 INTERNAL V.34 EXTERNAL 
AT&T 3721-B1-001* 3710-A1-201* N/A N/A 
Paradyne $150 $165 PC 
$175 Mac 
CPI/ ViVa 14.4 ViVa 14.4 N/A N/A 
ViVa $180 $196 
Digicom Scout Plus Scout Plus N/A N/A 
Systems $266 $276 
9624PC+ 9624LE+ 
$340 $350 
Hayes Corp Optima 144B* Ultra 144 Optima 288+FAX 
$179 2A N/A v.FC 28.8k $288 
Optima 144+FAX* 
$179 PC 
Optima 144+FAX* 
$179 Macintosh 
Intel SatisFax/400 14.4 EX N/A N/A 
$249 $269 
Faxmodern 144i SatisFAX/400e* 
$99 $245 
Faxmodem 144e 
$109 
Microcom N/A N/A N/A DeskPorte FAST 
v.FC 28.8k $249 
TravelPorte FAST 
v.FC 28.8k $249 
MultiTech MT1432BC MT1432BA* N/A N/A 
$400 $400 
MT1432ES MT1432MU* 
$400 MCA $300 
MT1432BL* 
$450 
MT1432PCS 
$575 
Practical N/A PM14400FXSA* N/A PC288SA V.FC 28k 
Peripherals $190 $240 
PM14400FXMT* 
$125 
Supra SupraFAXModem* SupraFAXModem* N/A Supra V.FC 28k 
Corp $129 $149 $199 
Telebit N/A T3000 v.32bis N/A WorldBlazer TurboPep 
Corp. $399 a. $429 — 
QBiazer v.32bis 
$299 
USRobotics N/A HST Dual Stand. N/A HST Dual Stand. 
Courier v.FC* $249 Courier v.FC* $249 
ComServer 486 v.FC/HST 
for Ethernet $995 
Ven-Tel PCM144FAX* EC144FAX* N/A N/A 
$195 $215 
PCMV.32bis* ECV.32bis* 
$480 $525 ee? 2 0 
MCM144FAX* RMV.32bis II* 
$380 MCA $425 
Zoom VFP V.32Bis* VFX V.32Bis* VFP V.FC 24k VFX V.FC 24k 
Telephonics $99 $119 PC $99 $119 PC 
$130 Mac $130 Mac 
VFP V.FC 28.8k VFX V.FC 28.8k 
$139 $159 PC 
$170 Mac 
ZyXEL U-1496B* 16.8K U-1496E* 16.8K U-1496E* 


$299 


$299 


U-1496B+* 19.2K 
$389 


U-1496E* Rack 


$249 


* Modems with an asterisk include 14,400 baud FAX send/receive at no extra charge! 

Notes on Table |: 1. All internal modems are assumed to be PC-AT ISA bus unless otherwise noted. 2. Consult manufac- 
turer for details on availability of Caller ID voice-mail, or callback security (any modem above). 3. These prices NEVER 
include shipping and handling, which is always extra. 4. V.34 is the new name for what used to be called V.FAST 
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tion and data compression to make this 
list. The right-most column of Table Ia 
shows all modems faster than 14,4.00 
bps that support at least v.32bis stan- 


dards. 


In practice, | recommend only V.FC 
(28,800 bps) modems for sysops. The 
V.FC offers 50 percent more throughput 


TABLE Ib — SYSOPS MODEM ACCESSORY DISCOUNTS BY VENDOR 


than v.32bis for only about 25 percent 
extra cost. It is possible that some man- 
ufacturers will discontinue V.FC 
modems from production as soon as 


v.FAST/v.34 (22,000 to 28,800 bps) 


modems go into production. However, 
this is no reason to purchase an old 
v.32bis type modem. Beware of upgrade 


VENDOR PART # PRODUCT DESCRIPTION SYSOP PRICE 
Hayes Corp. 08-00593 ISDN PC Adapter _ $450 
08-00509 ISDN System Adapter _ $450 
08-00456 ESP 2.0 Enhanced Serial 1-Port $ 69 
08-00456 ESP 2.0 Enhanced Serial 2-Port $ 89 
MultiTech CC216A Rackmount for 16 modems. no PS $175, 
PS216A Power Supply for RackMount $ 85 
USRobotics N/A High-speed Dual-Async Serial Card $ 50 
Ven-Tel DS1200-3PR Rackmount for 16 modems. w/PS $425 
ZyXEL N/A High Speed 1/0 (1P/2S/1G) 1 16550 $ 30 
N/A High Speed 1/0 (1P/28/1G) 2 16550 $ 45 
RS-1602E Rackmount for 16 modems. w/PS $499 


TABLE Il — SYSOP BUYERS RESTRICTIONS - IMPORTANT! 


VENDOR BBS MUST HAVE AFTER BUYING MAXIMUM NUMBER CREDIT CARDS 
CONTRACT BEEN UP AND IT, YOU MUST OF MODEMS YOU ACCEPTED FOR 
WORKING FOR... USE IT FOR... MAY BUY... PURCHASE 
AT&T 6 months 6 months 1 per phone. VISA 
Paradyne No Maximum MasterCard 
American Ex. 
CPI/ 2 months 12 months 1 per phone. VISA 
viva No Maximum MasterCard 
Digicom currently 6 months 1 per phone. none 
Systems No Maximum 
Hayes Corp. 6 months unspecified 1 per phone. VISA 
(may be time Max. 4, may MasterCard 
waived) be negotiated 
Intel currently 12 months 1 per phone. VISA 
Max. 4. MasterCard 
American Ex. * 
Microcom In the next 6 months 1 per phone. VISA 
3 months No Maximum MasterCard 
MultiTech currently unspecified 1 per phone. none, must have 
or plan to time No Maximum Cashier's Check 
Practical currently unspecified 1 per phone. VISA 
Peripherals f time No Maximum MasterCard 
Supra currently unspecified 1 per phone. VISA 
Corp. time No Maximum MasterCard 
Telebit currently 6 months Up to 6 on VISA 
Corp. first order MasterCard only 
USRobotics 6 montns** 6 months 1 per phone. VISA 
No Maximum MasterCard 
Ven-Tel 6 months 6 months 1 per phone. VISA 
No Maximum MasterCard 
Zoom Double the # of Visa 
Telephonics 6 months 9 months current phone MasterCard 
lines on the bbs Amex 
ZYXEL 3 months 6 months 1 per phone. VISA 
No Maximum MasterCard 


* Indicates no personal checks accepted. 
** US Robotics waives prior operating requirement when proof of registered BBS software is supplied. 
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plans to V.FAST/v.34 modems: these 
can run you from $100 to $300 for such 
an upgrade. 


More than a modem 


Some vendors offer more than just 
modems to the sysops who join their 
program. For example, Hayes Corp. 
offers 50 percent to 70 percent dis- 
counts on the high-speed serial ports 
and ISDN adapters. Other vendors offer 
big discounts on modem rackmounts. A 
rackmount reduces the tangle of multi- 
plying power supplies and becomes 
economical for sysops planning on 
eight or more of the same brand 
modem. See Table [b for a complete 
listing of modem accessories available. 


Buyers restrictions 


If you’re the sysop of a BBS that has 
been operating 24-hours per day for the 
last six months, then you’re automati- 
cally eligible for any of these discounts. 
Table II shows the minimum operating 
requirements as given by each manu- 
facturer. Some manufacturers only 
require that you are currently running a 
BBS at time of ordering. A few, such as 
Hayes, may actually waive the current 
operating requirement. 

Once you receive your modem, 
you’re expected to keep the BBS up 
and running between six and twelve 
months (requirements vary). Generally, 
the modem is yours to do whatever you 
want with after this period expires. 
Some manufacturers may ask you to 
never sell modems purchased on a dis- 
count plan. Modem resellers, such as 
computer stores, are generally excluded 
from participation in discount plans. 

Most manufacturers allow you to 
purchase up to one modem per incom- 
ing BBS phone line. The only exception 
is Zoom, which allows up to two 
modenis per existing phone line. 
However, if you plan to purchase more 
than four modems at the discount price, 
then you should talk to someone before 
placing your order. Multiple modem 
orders may require you to submit 
copies of phone bills as proof. At that 
point, there may be traditional quantity 
discounts available. 

Nearly all of the modem vendors are 
accepting VISA and MasterCard for 


TABLE Ili — VENDOR CONTACT INFORMATION 


VENDOR CALL THEIR BBS .._ DOWNLOAD IF YOU HAVE CONTACT VIA 
NAME AT THIS NUMBER THIS FILE. QUESTIONS OR EMAIL 
AND... PROBLEMS CALL.. 
AT&T Paradyne (813) 532-5254 ATTSYSOP.TXT (800) 554-4996 t.bradshaw@paradyne.com 
CPI/ViVa (805) 499-9646; (215) 746-9948 CPIA.TXT (800) 854-7600 
Digicom (508) 262-1412 SCOUT.TXT (508) 262-1277 wolfgang@netcom.com ; 
Hayes Corp. (404) 446-6336; (800) USHAYES H96SYSOP.TXT (404) 840-9200 rlacy@hayes.com 
Intel (503) 645-6275 OFFER.TXT (503) 228-9707 
Microcom (800) 822-8224 SYSOP.TXT (617) 762-5134 
MultiTech (612) 785-9875; (800) 392-2432 ~ PRICE.TXT (612) 785-3500 ve 
Pract. Per. (805) 496-4445 SYSBBS.TXT (805) 497-4774 GO PPIFORUM (CompuServe) 
Supra Corp. (503) 967-2444 SYSOP.TXT (503) 967-2400 supra@supra.com 
Telebit Corp (408) 745-3861 . SYSOPUSA.TXT (800) TEL-EBIT support@telebit.com 
SYSOPINT.TXT 
USRobotics (708) 982-5092 SYSDEAL. TXT (708) 982-5010 support@usr.com 
Ven-Tel (408) 922-0988 SYSDEAL.TXT (408) 436-7400 
Zoom Teleph. (617) 423-3733 ZOOMBBS.ZIP ; (800) 666-6191 Jett@ace.com 
(617) 423-1072 
ZyXEL (714) 693-0762 ZYXEL.TXT (800) 255-4101 sales@zyxel.com 
(714) 693-0804 
orders. However, Digicom and Order processing want to check with their European 


MultiTech still do not accept credit 
cards for orders. In those cases, you 
must submit a cashier’s check or 
money-order. Personal checks often 
require additional clearing time which 
just holds up your order. 

One requirement, which goes for 
nearly all vendors, is that they general- 
ly expect at least a one-line advertise- 
ment somewhere in your welcoming 
screens. For example: “Using the finest 
Model YYZ modem from Acme Modem 
Co.” would be perfectly acceptable in 
all cases. 

Most vendors will expect you to ere- 
ate a special account on your BBS for 
them to verify at least one of your phone 
numbers. They don’t like to have to sign 


and availability 

Delivery times and schedules vary radi- 
cally, so your mileage may vary. My 
own experience with Hayes Corporation 
is that they will generally ship sysop 
orders within 48 hours. I have also 
ordered from Practical Peripherals and 
they have a mandatory three week wait- 
ing period before they ship. On the far 
extreme, US Robotics guarantees a two 
to six week waiting period. Remember, 
the manufacturers are doing you a favor 
by offering discounts below retail. 

For Canadian, European, and other 
sysops outside the U.S., you may or 
may not be eligible for a discount 
offer. Please check carefully ahead of 


subsidiaries before contacting the U.S. 
office. 


Update information 


If you have information about manufac- 
turer discounts, please contact me 
through one of the following ways: 


HAL 9000 BBS: 
313.663.4173 or 663.3959 
Fax: 313.663.6861] 
Internet: sysop@hal9k.com 


U.S. Mail: 

Victor R. Volkman, Sysops Disc. 
P.O. Box 130206 

Ann Arbor, MI 48113-0206 


on without a pre-existing account. time to avoid disappointment. You may a 
FrontDoor provides the automated FRONTDOOR® 2.20c.ml 
connection to FTSC networks such as ; $295 ; 
FidoNet, bringing the world of network data Special Sysop Price 
telecommunications to your door step. $149 
Provide the added interest of world wide FRONTDOOR® APX 1.01 
message and file exchange to your BBS! Introductory Special Price $79 
The Professional E-mail System 
Distributed by Online Communications, Inc. 22 State Street Bangor, ME 04401 
(207) 941-1110 (voice) (207) 990-3511 (BBS) FidoNet 1:132/300 
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How To Successfully Run 
a BBS for Profit 


by S. Carol Allen and Cary C. Harwin 
$49.95, 304 pages, disk 


In plain black and white the 304 pages 
of How To Successfully Run a BBS for 
Profit lay out the plan for anyone (busi- 
ness-minded entrepreneurs to hobbyists) 
setting out to make money with a BBS. 

Authors Cary C. Harwin and S. Carol 
Allen start with a pep talk about the 
world of BBSing: “In less than 10 years 
(the) number of Bulletin Board System 
customers will multiply to between 20 
and 40 million users. Obviously, the 
rush is on to triumph as the Super Board 
of tomorrow and the stakes are high 


ACT q 


\ SS 


SCENE 7 


indeed... power, prestige and millions!” 

Their enthusiasm continues as they 
move in detail through chapters such as 
Surveying the Marketplace, Value 
Adding Options For Your Customers, 
Pricing For Profits, Hooking Your 
Callers’ Interest, Assuring Your Callers 
Return, Growing And Expanding Suc- 
cessfully — 14 chapters in all, with 
three appendices and numerous pages 
of coupons. 

And throughout the book readers are 
given tips on etiquette, publicity and 
the nitty-gritty details of getting things 
up and running. 

The volume is also packaged with 
BestChoice3 software. This single disk 
will not only help you with BBS busi- 
ness decisions but it will make them for 
you, based on your input. And for the 
skeptical, How To Successfully Run a 
BBS for Profit comes with a 90-day 
money-back guarantee. 

Orders are taken by credit card at 
800.776.3818. 


MO. AIC 


A glance at the Mosaic book market 
turns up four new volumes/software 


FREE 


(ote iio 


M ember-ships 
Available/ 


[909] 369-6556 
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bundles to help beginners learn the 
elegant interface of Mosaic and cruise 
the edges of the Net and World Wide 
Web. 

From O’Reilly & Associates comes 
the Mosaic Handbook for Microsoft 
Windows ($29.95) by Dale Dougherty 
and Richard Koman, bundled with 
Spyglass Mosaic for Windows v1.0 on 
floppy; The Mosaic Handbook for the X 
Window System ($29.95) by Dale 
Dougherty, Richard Koman and Paula 
Ferguson, bundled with NCSA Mosaic 
from Spyglass for X v2.4 CD-ROM; 
and, The Mosaic Handbook for 
Macintosh ($29.95) by Dale Dougherty 
and Richard Koman, bundled with 
Enhanced NCSA Mosaic from Spyglass 
for the Macintosh v1.0 on floppy. 

From Ventana Press comes Mosaic 
Quick Tour for Windows and Mac ($12) 
by Gareth Branwyn. The illustrated 
book comes with no software (although 
Mosaic is available free on the Net, 
many BBSs and online services). 

For information on the O’Reilly pub- 
lications call 800.998.9938. For 
Ventana call 800.743.5369. All books 
are currently available in bookstores. 
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Completely Confidential, 16 Lines 14.4h. 8/N/1 


e Alaves | 


CD-ROM Publishing Inc. is We have set the standards for Shareware 
-HOTTEST and most CURRENT CD-ROM's in regards to the quality of files one 
ver released. The Pier comes to expect on CD-ROM's, but now we are 
S-are_a series of sequential going to raise the standards for CD-ROM access 
~econtainin Shareware software. nfroduclagy the first time on The 
5 € PY them D-ROM, ThePier v3.0 High 


OM Acce i This is | 
1, it's in fact the. 


i 


al software! 
he Pier Shareware "5 - $29 
650+ Megs of Shareware files spage sae? neice GUI Graphical Interface - EGA VGA 
<ASP> directory BIE Oe ee Full Mouse Support 
: P L 

100% files dated 1994 S.D.C.! "Pp ronratinia sis Pull-down Menus 
(Smart Date Checking in place) SVGA GIF Pictures File Comment Field Entries 
ThePier v3.0 The Worlds FASTEST Educational Programs Worlds FASTEST Retrieval Software 
Retrieval Softwarell! Games Eniete sam Multiple File Viewer Configuration 
Database is ACCESSIBLE from the CD-ROM. Sound Blaster! MBI ane ee pipeiecee Bae 
Minimum HD requirement ONLY 600K. Shien ill Not Modify : 
All files have been scanned for Medical / Health Keywords Search 
viruses with the latest McAfee SCAN. Word Processing 2 , File Name Search 
Full GAP, PCBoard, Spitfire, Wildcat, TBBS! Laser/Printer Utilities File Name Within Archive Search 
Remote Access FILES.BBS Support. BBS Programs / Doors Copy / Extract Files "On-The-Fly" 
Less then 1% duplication between ann oe ede Built-in Default Text File Viewer 
The Pier Shareware 1, 2, 3, & 4. OS/2 ProgramsiUtilities (Can Run In Text Mode 

And Much, Much, More! Blows Competitors Out of The Water 

.- - 74 
Discs Sold Separately: Judged #1 Shareware CD-RQM 


The Pier Shanware#?2 $75 
“The aye Shareware ae $20 


a es Se coc 
nk Dé t mUtarenwne etg $25 


Please add $6 for S&H ($9 for overseas orders). Check and Money order 
| must be in US funds and drawn on US bank. Make check payabie to: 
| THE PIER EXCHANGE INC., 80 W. HAZELTINE, KENMORE, NY 14217 
iiemnational Orders, FAX, or Information 716-875-4931 BBS 716-875-3130 
8 oveever | ORDRES ONLY 


Pe 1-800-438-9734 


- 
\ 
Buy OF WIN a subscription to BBS Magazine! 


Via any member of our Authorized List of local BBSs running the SUB Door program. 


- § 
Those wishing to run CD SUB on their BBS should call ee 
Livewire BBS .235.5297 and download CDSUB.ZIP for 
more information and registration instructions. é 


dl 
LISTED IN ORDER OF AREA CODE: ss 


The Lebanon Link ......... pe om i 61 5.399.0707 

201.729.2602 PC Junction BBS .......... me 115.478.2890 
203.245.2118 Data World BBS............00... a a ...-615.966.3574 
208.664.2983 The Registry BBS ..... ....615.870.0794 
210.674.1242 Channel 1 BBS ........ ....617.354.8873 
212.749.326 701.772.5399 
“a 214.245.9315 The ide BBS .......... a ..-703.731.0601 

Collector's Edition .............ccscseseseeeee Lelie iit... Sarees 214.351.9859 Mountain Air BBS ...............::scecseseeeeses 703.427.0226 


The Lonesome Dove BBS ...............-... Ma Peacock.............. 214.699.7142 Theilast Resom-BBs. ...caeeeeee Derek Figg .............. 03.435.8644 
Community Netlink Kassie Stevenson............. 216.324.6410 The Arlington Software Exchange ......Jay Falvey .........-.:-.0 3.532.7143 
PCORIG= = ctr cteneeee cee Norm Henke .................00+5 216.381.3320 Xsword’s Haven Randy Hedgecock ......... 03.638.7580 


The Scientist's and Musician's BBS.....So00 Kurz.......... .. 216.639.9508 World Data Network .............sseseceeeeee Tony McClenny ............. ....103.620.8900 
First Due Bulletin Board System .........Francis Fowler .................. 301.949:1927 Central Ontario Data Systems ............. Robin Wells .......2000....... 705.722.8194 
Shareware Express BBS iateacepeaenes hawn Bogardus .............. 301.963.4453 Download Dungeon Super BBS ..........Paul Stewart ..................+. 705.749.2345 
The 4th Dimension BBS A ONOS ia vatensecsstesaee 312.284.7133 Aging: WS Auli carne ..Charles Parker .---108.260.8818 
Wegabtter: Is sscnc sacasee-cnsccerancetntenasd orge Belcher ................. 314.281.8598 Castle KinQSide: ...........c0:c0ne-.-.sesecesoces Don Martin .........ccccceeeee 708.546.0301 
lhe STEGAM asics eee os Vid RUSSO.........--cscsccce0 314.351 7150 Suburban Software ................:.ceeeesee Chuck Valecek ................++ 708.636.6694 


Dreanniscape: skint -necectsierant. Scott Brennan .............-... 315.458.3482 System Software BBS..............-..-:::0+ Wayne Lawton....... 
Griswold’s Private Reserve ...............-. Jimi Kellandesee sonst 316.788.7520 Great Northern BBS... ..Michael Wilson ......... 
ae Mark Stewart ... ..---404.773.7966 Chicago Syslink.......... 


ee David Coleman .... ...--404.936.0550 Addison Dos Haus ..... Roy Hein Jr.......... 
<i Nicho! abury . .--407.859.7428 BBS Data Systems ..... ....dareg Kaiser .............. 
See font eRe ee a Tom Serface ..... eae 64.2789 Paradise Play Line.......... ..«.ocott Vradenburgh.... 


Sine nae ores Wayne Belvin ... ee. 9.4249 Bowlers Across America..... ....Dennis Asfour ........... 
eae .-shawn Cupec ... .....412.567.6782 The Solar System ..................--é-.......Peter Guethlein .......... 
ee eer rere Hank Hurteau ... woe413.527.8977 The Liberty BBS .....................d....-.-.-.-oteven Grande ................. 
Sashes .llllenn Jarvis ..... 416.770.6917 Cybena) ..22cs cess sssesedeereeseneeee O@Fa/Adam Viener ... 717.840.1444 
SN ovata casero William Walcher................502.796.2713 Rama One BBS ...... .. fommy Brunnin ..../18.366.6165 
.Michael Holmen i. 


Peas. eeeA Se ee Bob Hunter ....... ....-903.393.5580 Holmen’s World ..... eee. oe ....118.529.8890 

ec cmints Russell on ....-504.356.0790 Formula 350 .......... 3 Sait COD 499 DL 1r 

BS....Sidney Egnew ... «504.542.9600 é The Seaside ........... OS ONESS cccetccs: ....805.964.4766 

olf's Den BBS ............ misaree Keith Shinkle .... .....905.678.0902 The Casual BBS...............0:000: t Cargill ............. 810.631.6885 
Computer Confident ..... Edward Zdrok, .................. 508.528.2295 DataCom USA Online Service .Frank Fendley Jr.... ....812.949.4904 
Schunix — Pub UNIX ... Robert Schultz ................. 508.853.0340 The Contrails BBS ...... Joe Richter ........... .-.817.355.9252 
The Moonflower BBS .............:.0:s00.0000- Peter Link ........:...... ...-909.891.6148 818.727.7639 


The: NightOwi lites secs cecseeee Danny Dyess ... ....512.836.4262 y 

Ranch House BBS ............. Larry Easley .............. ---912.945.9304 .---908.572.5762 
Your Software Resource es John Woods 516.736.6662 ... 909.797.3135 
The Wish BOOK .....5.......:cescscessecescseeesee Lorne Shan = een 6 ..Keith Burgner ................+ 909.925.9564 
The Ghost House BBS ...........-.0:00000 Michael Haley....... 606.441.2130 | The Publishing BBS ............-.... Mike Robinson 913.78 

The Livewire BBS. ..... gre aerate Richard Paquett : «913.842. 

Next Generation BBS ................--. John Carcione ..... 9.482.7345 Mirage OTKINLY a aes .-.914.426.0729 
M0; BBS ecccvessees tte eerceeneenterrone rarest Bob WatsON ........:se:sesesnes 609.587.2672 Dark Side of the Moon....... Site : 914.621.2865 
Radio Wave BBS ..............s:sesseseesesenees TYlOr MYCTS cncesssscascascesnsene 609.764.0812 Executive Info Network ......: Andy 914.667.4567 


BB’s BBS Bob Browne ...........e:ece0e+ 609.768.6585 Powerboard Support BBS .......... ; 914.833.1479 
Computer Gaming Network BBS Gregory Moore ...............+. 609.778.4442 GOIDON States ssccccentes rte haesraree OR i 916.585.2281 
P.C. Mega Michael Wielenberg........... 612.488.5112 Black Gold: BBS s.\....ccurmmenenemmer: 18.272.7779 
The Vault Keith Ketcham ....... ..614.387.2762 TROUHY BBS essccenstccsstesarse testers Wota.e7 00s 
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Includes: 

Live Chat 
Electronic Mail 
Public Forums 
Telegrams 
Registry 
Internet Mail 
Internet Usenet 


Only $1.75/hr 
(6 p.m.-7 a.m.) 
Uses SprintNet 

No L.D. Charges 


Only $99.95 
for the software 
that will connect 
your BBS to the 
VVORLD! 


ACCESSIBLI 
se eee 
TERNE?T 


FREE 900 SERVICE 
First and Largest BBS 
Service Bureau 


MAJOR ADD-ON 
MODULES 


Pro Backgammon RIP $99.95 
No Start-up Fees and Tournament Chess RIP $99.95 
No Monthly Fees Tournament Othello RIP $29;95--— = 
PTF Tournament Checkers RIP $99.95 
Variable Bill 10 25 
atchle Eig ee Crosswordz RIP $150.00 
ps ii Class, Keys, Days & Credits BBSopoly RIP $139.95 
Configurable Item Costs The Horse Track $99.95 
Software Security against Hackers Trivia (25,000 + ?) RIP $129.95 
Video Poker $59.95 
U Datab f 
a ae Video Blackjack $59.95 
ie Jumble Madness $89.95 
Daily, Monthly, and Yearly Statistics Gardieharks $69.95 
Qver $1,000,000.00 in Collections Oltima 2000 $249.00 
Automatic phone number capture Major CD $129.95 


Phone number blockage CALL FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 


TESSIER 


TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 


1876 N. University Drive, Suite 200, Plantation, FL 33322 
Galacticomm Ambassador Dealer 


To Order Call (305) 473-5525 or Fax (805) 473-2122 


INTERNET 
PROVIDER 
Full 56K DAF 


Gopher, FTP 
IRC, etc. 
Call for details 


High Society BBS (128 lines) 305-473-5134 


*The Major BBS is a registered trademark of Galacticomm, Inc. , 
**Other praducts are trademarks of their respective companies. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


The classified ads are for Pre-Owned items 
& Software, and for BBS ads only. Ads for 

new equipment must be inserted in the reg- 
ular display advertising sections. No logos, 

or photos, or any other illustrations can be 

used in the classified ad section. 


INSTRUCTIONS are provided to keep the ad 
rate low and to ensure accuracy. Use the 
form on the next page to type or print your 
ad. Ads received that are difficult to read will 
be returned. Write the desired category at 
the top of each ad. If a category is not speci- 
fied, the ad will be placed in the Misc. sec- 
tion. If more than one ad is submitted, use 
a separate piece of paper for each ad. 
Ensure that your complete name and 


BBS ADS 


AAG BBS, almost anything goes BBS: Located in 
Jackson, MI, running Galacticomm's Major BBS, is 
an 8-line system with 15 gigs. Yes that’s right 
15,000 Megs of files. Supporting 8 Gigs of Adult 
files, and 7 Gigs of IBM, Unix and Amiga files. Over 
700 online adult stories, Online Chats, Games, 
Forums, and Daily Lotto. There is absolutely no file 
ratios, and no time limits on the system. The price 
is right, only .08 cents/hour, or $30/year. Come see 
for yourself, and enjoy all we have to offer. 1-517- 
789-9826 (2400), 1-517-789-8608 (9600). 


ABC ON-LINE, 718. A46. 2157, over 100, 000 files, 
GIFs, Online publications, News, Databases, Inter- 
net E-Mail and Usenet Newsgroups, Special Inter- 
est Forum, Online Games.All high speed 28.800 
BPS rodems.One month free trial period. Master- 
Card and VISA accepted. You must be 18 or older, 
please. 


ADLINE, U.S.A!, (708) 260-8818 80386 w/330MB, 
2400bps, Free Service, over 2,000 programs: Busi- 
ness, Games, Graphics, Pictures, Adult. Free 
Classified ads. Ads from local businesses. “The 
Future of Information Services.” 


ADULT BBS V. FASTSEX BBS BBS, 404. 338. 9483 5 
Hot! Adult CD’s online. 4 V.Fast 28.8 lines. All our 
pictures are of the highest quality and hard to find! 
Preview your pictures before you download with 
WildCat 4’s online thumbnail maker. Hottest pics in 
the Southeast! Call today. 


ALPHAONE ONLINE, 708.827.3619 Escape from 
the ordinary and into... no per minute charges! No 
d/l ratios! No busy signals! 5 Gig of files, 
Matchmakers, online stores, 200+ message areas, 
35+ online games, chat, fidonet, internet and more! 
Call today for for a FREE trial membership. 


ASIAN PENPALS, 301. 203.0281, Romance, 
Friendship, Love, Correspondence. World Club 
BBS features a rotating filebase of 200 GIF photos 
and bio-data of attractive Asian ladies overseas 
who desire American penpals. Also: Asian adult 
GIFs, Adult Japanimation, Chatlink, Forums etc. 
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address is at the bottom of each ad sheet. 


CLASSIFIED RATES $25 per issue or $250 
per year. Ads can contain up to 300 char- 


acters. The name of the BBS is set in bold- 


face capitals. All other type is plain only. 


Fill out the form on the next page and FAX 
your ad to 609-953-7961 or MAIL it to BBS 
AD, Callers Digest, Inc., 701 Stokes Rd., 
Medford, NJ 08055 with check, money 
order, or credit card information. 


Classified ads are purchased 60-90 days in 
advance. BBS Magazine is not responsible 
for incorrect telephone numbers/addresses, 
nor is it responsible for any claims made by 
classified advertisers. 


BEYOND ENGINEERING ONLINE, 316.496.2020 
Large file base includes Engineering, ACAD, 
DOS,Windows Utilities, GIFS, Games, DOOM Util- 
ities, Amateur Radio, ONLINE MULTIPLAYER 
GAME CONNECTION supporting DOOM, F-15 
Strike Eagle and other Modem Playable Games. 
FidoNet, MajorNet Forums and E-Mail. Serving you 
from the center of the USA with High Speed Pen- 
tiums Supporting RIP & ANSI. High Quality 2400- 
28.8kbps connects plus voice Support Available at 
316.496.2682. Dial us up and check us out-Free 
Downloads from our Demo library. You'll want 
Beyond Engineering to be your CyberSpace Home! 


BCS BBS, (213) 962- 2902, Four High Speed 
Modems(DS) and growing. Gigs of files with the lat- 
est files added every day. Qsoftware support, Intel- 
ligent Conversations, Excellent Conferences, ever 
expanding on-line services. One week FREE 
access! 


CD-ROM TELEPHONE DIRECT ORIES, Wanted tele- 
phone directories from: U.S. West, NYNEX, Locator 
Pius, Prodirect, Bellsouth, Cole, Tele-Disc, 
(Phonedisc 1987-1990) Lotus market place, infodi- 
rect, People Finders, any voter files, DMV files, + etc., 
or? {no | prophone please), 516-365-7885 service. 


CHANNEL 1 ONLINE, 617- 354- 3230 — Using 
PCBoard. “The Best Files in the USA”, 90 lines, 
v.32bis support. 96 IBM file libraries; Amiga; Mac- 
intosh; Unix; Adult. Massive Windows, .GIF’s, sound 
files collections. Online games and shopping. Echo 
Nets. InterNet. Over 2,500,000 calls and growing. 
Come Join us! 


COMPU-EROTICA BBS!, 312.902.3599. Chicago’s 
largest adults-only system, serving open-minded 
adults for years! 32 lines running on VAX main- 
frame/USR Courier v.32bis, using unique custom 
software system with features found nowhere else! 
Rates as low as 15¢/hour; local dialups nationwide. 


CYBER COMM NETWORKS, 708.697.9572 Elgin, IL 
Sysop: Armor Robinson using C-Net 2.63, Supra 
14.4 with 25gB. Fee $4.60/month. Featuring easy to 
use message forums, kids & women only sections, 
singles meeting, hobby and adult areas, online chat, 
matchmaking, games, catalogs and ads. 255k files 
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serving IBM, MAC, Unix & Amiga. The BBS where 
you ma make a difference. 


CYBERIA E BBS, 817.467. 2212 All free! Sysop Belin- 
da Rodgers, Offering Sysops on easy way to fund 
their BBSes,New Arlington TX BBS running Galac- 
ticomm’s Major BBS 6.2 with 2 lines, Chat on-line 
games, forums,new files daily, e-mail,QWK mail, 
Rip graphics. 24 hours. US Robotics 14400 bps. 


CYBERSPACE VERMONT, ‘Shopping Mall. Vermont 
places to visit,things to do, products to buy. Shop 
for Vermont crafted products. Plan your VT vaca- 
tion. Experience that special Vermont state of mind. 
802.655.4108 


THE DIANETICS/SCIENTOLOGY BBS, (201) 427- 
9802, Hawthorne, NJ. Sysop: Frank Silvestro. The 
official Dianetics(R) and Scientology(R) BBS with 2 
Gigs, conferences, etc. The ONLY BBS that can 
guarantee TRUE Dianetics/Scientology material. Are 
you handling lif life or is life handling you? 


THE FETISH NETWORK BBS, Inject your ‘modem 
with the finest in leather alternatives. Join Goddess 
Dianna Vesta & other famous Mistresses & 
Fetishist. 16 lines. Lots of files, shopping, high 
speed modems. Worldlink, Kinklink, National 
Local access 305. 583. 8407. 


THE FILE BANK, INC. (303)534-4646 ASP 
Approved BBS Available Nationwide via CRIS. Out- 
Standing collection of IBM-Compatible Share- 
ware. Many FREE file areas including extensive 
libraries of Astronomy Software & Data files. Vast 
Ham Radio, Programming & Adult file areas. 
$7.50/Mo Visa/MC, Amex, Discover. 


THE GARBAGE DUMP BBS, 505.294.5675, 110 
incoming lines, nationwide local access available. 
Huge system featuring realtime chat, message 
forums, massive shareware file library with 12 CDs, 
online dating registry, online trivia, casino style 
games, multi player adventure games, Adults Only! 


GARLIQUE GRAPHICS IMAGE CENTER, 
408.847.0665 Large Selection of highest quality bbs 
Adult Images. Featuring Proffl. Models, Some which 
have been seen in major adult publications Large 
selection of adult CD ROMS Running Wildcat & 
Excalibur for windows. 


THE GENERAL BBS, 619.281.1581, features our 
own local San Diego “Giffy Girl” models’ Gif pictures 
and email! Over 10 gigs of files, over 60,000 total 
files, over 18,000 adult Gifs, GLs, text files, DLs, etc. 
20 lines, all high-speed, email from Usenet, Fidonet, 
Relaynet, Wildnet, Keshernet and more. 


GRAPEVINE ON-LINE, 516.979.4450 Smithtown, 
NY Sysop: Kimberly Robinson a.k.a “Becca” Run- 
ning MBBS 6.2 with four lines-all US Robotics 28.8 
Over 3 gigs of storage. ChatLink and teleconfer- 
encing, Internet, games-including multiplayer 
Doom, over 50 forums, and thousands of files avail- 
able for download.And more added daily!!! Get 1 
month FULL ACCESS absolutely FREE!!! Say you 
“Heard It Through the GrapeVine!!!” 


HOUSE OF FILES BBS, 516-938-6722. New York's 
Largest file download system. Over 23 Gigabytes of 
software. Now in our 9th year of operation. No 
charge to look around. 


INFOPORT BBS, 303.429.0291, Telnet to info- 
port.com, your place for Political discussion, polit- 
ical information and news. Rush room. Full 24 hr 
Internet access including telnet, 100+ newsgroups, 
mail. 1000's of Mac shareware files, Mac GUI, RIP 
graphics, ANSI. 


INSTANT ACCESS, 908.888.3959 Progressive 
adult & non adult file/message areas. With 22 Gig of 
file/message areas to suit all Lifestyles. Full Inter- 
net access. Telnet us at instbbs.camba.com Instant 
Access via Credit Card or TABS. FREE trail access. 


INTERAX ADULT SYSTEM, 718.297.7057 over 
30,000 ADULT FILES, GAMES, CLASSIFIEDS, 
PERSONALS & MORE. 


LEGEND GRAPHICS ONLINE, 909.689.9229, 
nation’s one stop graphics BBS! You will be 
impressed, huge adults only file areas and simply 
the best in southern California. SuperVGA photo 
images, movies and pics. 


THE LIVEWIRE BBS, 609.235.5297 (v.32bis/ 
v.42bis) Support BBS for “BBS Magazine” both the 
print and online editions, also support BBS for 
Livewire Doors including CDsub, LiveStore, Feud, 
Facts, Famous People, Years in History, Lottery, 
SexQuiz, TvTrivia, Lucky-7, Songs, Clues, Outburst 
plus others. Internet, Fidonet, |Link, AfterDark, 
Usenet newsgroups. Sysops can order Online 
Edition or any Livewire Door using Visa/MC and get 
instant registration numbers. Direct source for 
ordering a subscription to BBS Magazine. Special 
access for writers, editors, publishers etc. Feel free 
to call at your earliest convenience. Upload your 
article marked private in text format using ZIP. Stop 
by and visit with suggestions to improve the BBS 
Magazine or just to say hello to us. All messages 
replied to within 24 hours. Free Limited Access. 


LUACH, JEWISH ONLINE SERVICE, 201.656.3942, 
Sysop: Alex Wieder, Meet exciting people at 
Shlomo’s Electronic Cafe! Discuss the latest books 
in Sifriya or the Palestine issue in the Knesset. 
Knesset.Join Nashim to discuss women & 
Judaism, or learn in the Bais Medrash. Databases, 
files, Internet and more!!! 


MAC LINE, 608-233-1798 FirstClass system at 
14,400bps. Mac files, messages, news, chat etc. 
Playmaker Football league. Mac Guru Conference. 


MAIN FRAME BBS, (301)-654-2554. PCBoard 
v15.1. Online since 1984. Now with 16 lines, voice 
support and 28.8 Kbps modems. 24 hour online Inter- 
net access via Telnet bbs.mainframe.com. Gigabytes 
of files, 6 CDRom’s and close to 100 doors. Hundreds 
of networked conferences. Guest accounts and online 
subscriptions available. Please give us a call. 


MODEMBOY BBS, 310.659.7000, Gay/bi/curious, 
Instant access, free chat, global access, 32 lines, 
2400/14400bps, 1.2 gig downloads, color GIFs, 
friendly, campy fun! 

MODEM BUTTERFLY’S BBS, 818.842.6900, 
Instant access, Global accessible, Intelligent fun, 32 
lines, 2400/14400bps, 1.2 gig downloads, online 
contests, lively public forums, G*Spot, writers & 
entertainment biz, technical support, local events. 


MYSTERIA, 818.353.8891, since 1986. Using 
Maximus with 2 lines. A general board which fea- 
tures metaphysics, occult and philosophy. 2.2 gig 
plus 2 cdroms. No file ratio for validated users. 
Hundreds of echomail conferences from Fidonet, 
Pods, Dharmanet, Searchnet, more. Low cost. Free 
limited access. 


' CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


Classified Dept., Callers Digest, Inc., 701 Stokes Rd, Medford, NJ 08055 


The rate is $25 per ad up to 300 characters long. Save money and send $250 for a 
full year of advertising. The BBS name or first two words are set in bold capitals. All 
other type is plain. If you wish to have a heading category not listed, simply write in 
this new category and we will create it for your ad. 


PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT. 
Run this ad under the heading of 


(For additional words, use separate sheet of paper) 


M/C VISA (circle one) # 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE 

Run class ad for issues. Payment of $ enclosed. 


IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD, YOU MAY FAX THIS FORM TO (609) 953-7961. 


exp. date 


Signature 


NATIONAL SOFTWARE EMPLOYMENT, BBS, 
800.860.7860. Get a job! And let NSEBBS help. We 
provide the info... you provide the get go. Real jobs 
in 17 USA cities available via download. Fee: 
$.65/min, VISA/MC. 1200.14.4bps,N,8,1. 


THE NEXT GENERATION BBS, PCBoard 14.5a/E3. 
Home of Trek Trivia Online. 1.5 Gigs files, 750 
Megs of the latest adult Gifs. Message Networks; 
RelayNet, Intelec and After Dark Adult Network. 
Visa/MasterCard accepted online. Sysop: John 
Carcione. 1-609-482-7345. 


SB/VGA demos, Ansi, GFX, Mod Music, Fantasy 
Gifs. All the shareware you need and large Adult 
area! (718)274-3769 up to 14.4k v.32, v.42bis... 
100% FREE! 


OUTLAW BBS, 310.657.5775 for Windows, Multi- 
line, Multi-interest, animated graphics, Adult XXX. 
GIFs & services,FREE trial period, full GUI (Graph- 
ical User Interface) for real Windows point & click 
operation, advanced BETA site, Download FREE 
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user terminal, sounds, get ready to say WOW!, 24 
hours. 


PARADISE PLAY LINE, 713.597.4000 Feel the 
excitement of Cyberspace. 21 and over. INTERNET 
access, World link Chat, Bi-Weekly Social activi- 
ties, Adult Files, Swinger Forums and info.User 
Registries with GIF attachments. 14,4kb modems, 
30 Lines of pleasure and friendship in BBS Par- 
adise!!! 


PINECLIFFE BBS, (303)642-7463, Pinecliffe, 
Colorado since 01/82. Sysop: Craig Baker. Using 
UltraBBS 2.09 Beta with 14 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 9500 MB storage. USRobotics at 
14400 pbs. No fee. Largest BBS in RockyMtn area. 
FREE ($20/yr gets 2hrs/day. $100/Lifetime mem- 
bership.) 60,000 zips. CD-Roms online. Games. 
Home of CDBREG — allows immediate upgrades 
with credit card. Sysop also a computer store. 
NightOwl Rom $59. Help us grow. 


CONTINUES... 


PRIME NETWORK, the only real Christian Network 
on earth, PreRapture BBS 919-286-3606, Acts 
2:38, John 3:5 download prime.zip for Network kit. 


SMALL BUSINESSNET BBS, 1-404-339-1101 — 
America's favorite home and small! business BBS! 
Database, Point-of-sale, Invoicing, Inventory, 
Communication, Spreadsheet, Financial Manage- 
ment, Customer Tracking, Utility, etc. software to 
support your growing business! 


SUBURBAN SOFTWARE, PCBoard Ver 14.5/E3, 
Sysop: Chuck Valecek, 1-708-636-6694, RelayNet, 
MetroNet, Home of: King of the Board, Strike 93, Word 
Nerd, Ansi-View, Text-Read, plus many sysop utilities. 


TRADERS’ CONNECTION, Featuring the largest clas- 
sified ad database in the world! Search over 500,000 
ads from independent classified ad papers across 
the U.S., quickly and easily. But that’s not all. T-CON 
also offers national e-mail, live chat, special interest 
groups (SIG’s), tons of files, technical help and 
advice, and lively discussion groups covering 
everything from politics and religion to photography 
and aviation. T-CON is everything you would expect 
from a full-service, national BBS. National access 
available for as low as $2/Hr. Try us out — Free! Dial 
(317) 359-5199 for a free demo, to join or to find the 
local access number for your area. You will be 
impressed with all we have to offer. Call toll free 800- 
753-4223 voice for more information. 


TRI-STATE, Northeast’s Largest Growing System, 
7 lines, 1-201-935-8634, Up to 19,200, Mail, BBS 
Links, Live Conferences and more. 


T-SHIRTS ONLINE, 207.865.1806, Upload graph- 
ic files, CD Photos, or your kid’s Paintbrush art, 
and we'll put it on a high quality T-Shirt and mail it 
to you fast. High resolution 256 colors. Use your 
imagination. Visa and Mastercard. 


WILOWARE! BBS, 209. 277.5 3005, demonstration 
and support BBS for Wildware! software add ons 
for the remarkable Wildcat! BBS software. Add ons 
include wwVerify — a call back verifier, 
wwBroadcast, wwBirthday, wwNewuser and more. 
New add ons always being developed. tf you area 


SOFTWARE 


FOR THE CREATIVE USER 


NON-VIOLENT, STRATEGY, LOGIC PUZZLE 
GAMES FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 


The latest versions of our complete Shareware 
Game Collection with over 30 titles. 
Only $20.00 Sysop Special Price $5.00 
Offer Good Until 10.31.94 


Look for our games on BBS’s & from 
Shareware vendors. 


163 Amsterdam Ave = Suite 213 = New York, NY 10023 
Voice/Message: 212.721.2361 = Facsimile: 212.873.4994 


Wildcat! sysop and want the best for your Wildcat! 
BBS, give Wildware! a call. 


THE CDROM REPORTER ISSN 1075.7694, pre- 
miere consumer PC & MAC CD-ROM news & 
review guide, is now available in condensed elec- 
tronic form FREE to all BBSs. Why not offer this 
content rich periodical to your users and separate 
your BBS? For a BBS membership kit {includes 1st 
issue) send SASE: The CENTOS Co, BBS Support, 
5024 Katella #161, Los Alamitos, CA 90720 


GALACTICOM MAJOR BBS v6.2 with GALACTI- 
BOARD & 8 line connector major database & inter- 
net gateway ripaint, user 6 pak interface durand’s dc 
net premiere, autoseller & matchmaker database. 
five months old! $3000 value! yours for $1750.! 
503.224.7244 after 5pm. pst. 


CD-ROM Data Storage & Graphics Service: Data 
archiving and storage. CD,tape, and diskette data 
conversions.Documents, Catalogs, Inventories, 
photos, VHS, slides, fiche, transparencies to CD and 
floppy disk. All of your data stored on CD-ROM 
starting at $50. 800.490.0547 


PARAGON DIRECT MARKETING, 201.224.8029 We 
Don't Hype. Friendly, Professional Direct Marketing 
Co. delivers your ad front of up to 54,000 BBS users 
a week, via network. OPPORTUNITY LINK, MER- 
CHANDISE LINK, JOB LINK, FRANCHISE LINK. Up 
to 2000 words/ad. All content downloadable.Since 
1991. Featured in Chicago Trib., Nat’! publications. 
Soon on the Internet. Serious inquiries- 


Business Referral Network, looking to share real 
estate referrals and tranferees. Operate in 
Charleston SC, areas include, Resort properties, 
Kiawah, Seabrook, Wild Dunes and other low coun- 
try properties. Please contact: POBox 847, Johns 
Island SC 29457. 


Livewire Doors! Send 4-1.4 disks with 2 a stamped 
return envelope to: Livewire Doors, PO Box 416, 
Mt. Laure! NJ 08054. Tota! of 35 door programs 
which will operate with any BBS software which 
can run doors. 


BBS Magazine BACK ISSUES! Save when ordering 
back issues. Send your mailing information along 
with $5.00 for each back issue. When ordering 3+ 
issues send only $3.50 each to: BBS Magazine, c/o 
Back Issues, 701 Stokes Road, Medford NJ 08055. 
Please specify which back issues your would like. 
All available except April 91 issue is sold out. First 
issue is Sept 90. 


BBS expert needed for part- time consulting in NYC 
for expanding company with new concept of com- 
puter kiosk. Technical and instructing abilities a+. 
FAX resume referenced BBS to 212.925.5723. 


NEWSBYTES WEEKLY — The world’s #1 newser- 
vice covering the latest developments in comput- 
ers and communications is now available on a 
weekly basis for as low as $15 per month. Price 
includes a FREE reader program for CoConet, 
Major BBS, PCBoard, TBBS, or Wildcat. To sub- 
scribe online call (612) 753-5286. For more infor- 
mation call (612) 753-3994. 


College Degree without Classes/Study: | succeed- 
ed at major school, you can get credits too! 
Comprehensive guide $5. Grants, bonus included. 
William Kemble, Dept. BBS-50, POB 4352, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
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High-speed serial & parallel I/O cards. Item #9001 - 
§5-2 serial (W/ 2 16550’s) & 1 bi-directional par- 
allel = $29.95. Item #9013-S5-4 is 4 serial (W/4 
16550’s) = $69.95. Quantity pricing available. For 
further details, or to place an order, please call Byte 
Runner Technologies at 800.274.7897. 


BOARDS/ADD-ON CARDS 


16550 Uart chips and double socketed AT I/O 
boards. Reasonable prices, online orders accept- 
ed by calling (301) 654-2554. 


ONLINE MAGAZINES 


If your favorite computer retailer, newstand, 
book store, etc. doesn’t carry BBS Magazine, 
then have them call us at: 609-953-9110 for 
more details on how they can have BBS 
Magazine in their store. 
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Subscribe Today 


Call Toll-Free 1-800-822-0437 


and charge your subscription to 
Visa or MasterCard. 
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FIRST 


BBS SUITE. 


You know what you need: a multi-user system 
with LAN connectivity as well as dial-in access, 
—-= robust database management, E-mail gateways, 
fax-on-demand services, and a programmable 
RIP graphical user interface. And here ir is: the 
Wildcat! BBS Suire™ from Mustang Software. 
Think of the control and convenience at your fingertips. Think of the 


time and money you'll save. Think how productive your company will be 
when you implement the mosr powerful BBS package in the industry. 

For only $999, you get everything you need to move your corporate 
environment into a new world of online communications with Wildcac!, 

The World's Most Popular BBS Software’ The BBS Suite includes our 
rop-oF the-line Wildcat! MultiLine Platinum BBS, wcPRO Utilities package, 
weGATE Internet/MHS mail gateway, and wCCODE Custom Online 
Development Engine. All in one easy-to-use integrated package. And only an 
industry leader like Mustang Software could bring it ro you. 

The wePRO Utilities provide you with flexible user, message and file 
database power. You can create custom reports with more than 20 pages of online 
statistics, develop command line mactos for nightly batch processing, and export 
BBS data into other formats for your other applications. Our relational database 
handling makes managing your BBS callers, files and messages quick and easy. 
The wePRO Utilities package also includes our fax-on-demand processor, 
wcFAX, so your customers or other outside sales people can request data online 
and receive product literature, forms and other documents via their fax. 

A sophisticated messaging gateway, wcCGATE, enables your callers ro send 
and receive Internet E-Mail and news right from your BBS without having to 
know a single Intetnet command, Built-in support for satellite connections 
means your staff can have a constant flow of Intetnet information at their 
fingertips. wCGATE also allows you to transfer BBS messages to your company’s 
favorite MHS compatible E-Mail package. Outside salespeople and remote 
offices can leave messages on the BBS and have them directed to the appropriate 
mail box on your LAN using Novell’s Message Handling Service (MHS). 

weCODE allows you to develop custom applications to enhance or 
change Wildcat!’s operation. BASIC-like syntax combined with an Integrated 


Development Environment makes it easy to use the more than 200 built-in 
functions, including access to Wildcat!’s internal operations. You can create 
applications like on-line otder systems or callback verifiers, or customize 
Wildcat!’s user interface to give you the ultimate corporate bulletin board system. 
And the list of advanced BBS features goes on. Your users will also enjoy 
weCHAT, our new online conferencing chat system, which features public and 
private channels, Sysop-definable action words, even moderated conferencing. 
Wildcat! supports CD-ROM technology via our utility 
wcFILE, so you can add 
files to yout BBS i, 
quickly and easily. 
You'll appreciate 4s \ ! 
weMAIL, our a A oot 
.QWK mail door for fB | e 
off-line messaging, 
that now imports and 


retrieves messages faster 
than ever with message sizes up 
to 64KB in length. For customer response polls, tap into the power of 
MAKEQUES, a full-featured questionnaire editor to create online surveys 
with yes/no, multiple choice, free form and formatted inpur fields. 
Everything you need to set up and contro] a complete BBS environment 
is available in one solution. Everything in our suite is written and supported 
by Mustang Software. And at $999, The BBS Suire saves you hundreds of 
dollars over buying each package separately. 
If you've been considering setting up a corporate or business BBS for live, 
interactive communications, this is the only way to go. Give us a call today. 
We'll save you a lot of time and money. And give you the ulumate BBS tool: 


The BBS Suite. 
Call Today 


BOO-208-0616G 


Connecting The World In ‘94 
i 6200 Lake Ming Road © Bakersfield. CA 93306 
873-2599 ® BBS 805-873-2400 


Mustang Software, | 


NC GENESYS wo) 


Create Interactive Online 
Multimedia Databases 


Runs On Every Bulletin Board Platform 


Imagine creating a beautiful 24-bit color multimedia database that will run with any BBS. DC Genesys” allows 
businesses, entrepreneurs and government agencies to easily develop their own robust graphical online informational 
applications and services. Durand Communications Network, Inc. (DCN) specializes in providing interactive software for 
the online industry that is affordable, easy-to-configure and easy-to-use. 


With your purchase of DC Genesys, you will receive Contact Phonebook™, a turn-key application designed to serve as a 
general purpose photographic directory. Additional turn-key applications include: Product Catalog™, Auto Seller”, 
Residential Real Estare™ and Match Maker™ (dating service). 


With DCN’s all new Windows Interface Protocol” (WIP), created with the DC Interface Builder™, your end-users wil! be 
able to access your database with a true, all Windows™ interface. Your applications can have embedded compressed graphics, 


text files, sound files and more. DC Genesys can be accessed through a royalty free terminal program for DOS and Windows 
(Macintosh coming soon). 


FLEXIBLE USER INTERFACE RELIABLE MULTI-USER CAPABILITIES 
i Complete flexibility in design of data-entry, searching, B® Support for multiple users running separate copies of 
browsing and detailed viewing. DC Genesys on the same computer (ie: DesqView) 
B® ANSI, RiPscrip & WIP graphics protocol support for all or on separate computers on a LAN network. 
database functions (DOS & Windows Access). B® Seamless sharing of data with concurrent dBase/FoxPro 


Complete entry screen validation via pick lists. applications on the same LAN. 
Bi Easily jumps from browse to detail viewing. 
POWERFUL SEARCH ENGINE 
PHOTOGRAPHS IN SECONDS W® Customizable Query-By-Form as well as an 
BH Support for the following image formats: JPG, CMP, “expert mode” command line. 
PCX, BMP, TIF, TGA and GIF. @ Relational multiple table support. 


COMPLETE COMPATIBILITY 


DC Genesys is 100% compatible with dBASE [I] PLUS, dBASE IV, or FoxPro2 file formats. DC Genesys is also 
relational with support for JOINS between fields in different tables. 


Images transfer in 10-15 seconds. 


Database Residentiat 
Rai.Num 1058 E 
Stas Available 
Percoll 7) O07-#1-567.) 


|] Seles tnformaton 
Price S000 75 4° ee 
Company |Coldwetl Backer 

| Agent Bryan Elliot 
Phone | 717-964-4899 


Location Informatin 

Addrass 52 & Hollister Ave. AS Style Penn. 
City | Scranton tet Ses Build Size 8.50081 
Slate Penn 2p tas — LotSize 14 Acres 


¢ DC Genesys as seen through DC Term for Windows emulating ANS! * All new Dynamic Windows Interface Protocol (WIP) by OCN 
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A True Windows 
Client/Server BBS | 


A Better Way to Communicate 


FILEX BBS™ is the first fully client/server, all Windows™, multi-user BBS. Using FILEX technology, Durand Communications 
Network, Inc. (DCN) has created one of the most powerful BBS platforms on the market. The FILEX BBS is a collection 
of easy-to-use modules which include: E-Mail, Messaging, File Library, Chat, Accounting, and Security. Now, businesses, 
entrepreneurs and government agencies can easily develop their own online informational services. Choose either FILEX 
v2.0 single line, Pro-4 or Pro-8 (simultaneous modem lines) along with FILEX BBS, and you’ll have a complete, 


comprehensive and cost effective interactive BBS. 


@ Completely Client/Server | 
True Windows Graphical Interface 
@ Multinode Support 


(up to 8 lines per node) 


Customizable Dynamic Menuing li Complete Sysop Defined Security 


System 


@ Compressed Image Viewing @ Multinode Chat with User Defined 
(CMP, JPG, GIF, BMP, PCX, TIF, TGA) Macros 


@ DBF Compatible Audit Trail Royalty-Free Distribution of Client 


@ Network Compatibility potnvare 
§ DigiBoard Support 


for Every Feature  Faxback Technology 


DC INTERFACE Dcinterace Ble 
BUILDER 


Create beautiful 
menus with built-in 
compressed images, 
buttons with graphics 
and more. The DC 
Interface Builder 
allows you to | 
customize your BBS. 


MULTINODE CHAT 


Using an intuitive interface, 
create multiple chat forums of 
moderated topics or request a 
private conference with another 
user online. 


DURAND COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK 
\aseees Ll a 


147 Castilian Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93117 
Tel: (805) 961.8700 / Fax: (805) 961.8701 / FILEX Server: (805) 961.8702 


© 1994 DC Genesys & F/LEX BBS are trademarks of Durand Communications Network, Inc. All referenced trademarks and copyrights are the properly of their raspectlve owners. 


MESSAGING 
FILEX Messaging 


enables message 
threading of 
conversations, spell 
checking and the 
ability to cut-and- 
paste messages from 
another word 
processing program. 


ELECTRONIC MAIL 


With FILEX Elec- 
tronic Mail, you can 
easily compose and 
spell check, edit, 
view, save, send with 
return receipt request, 
and attach files to 
your e-mail messages. 
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No BS 


Let’s look at the facts: PCBoard 
has won more awards and 1s used 
by more corporations, com- 
panies, institutions, agencies and 
individuals than any other BBS 
software package world-wide. 


"PCBoard is the only commercial 
BBS software to ever win the 
coveted PC Magazine Editors 
Choice Award." 


PCBoard has been setting the 
standard for BBS Software since 
1983. No other BBS software 
gives you this much power, 
flexibility and ease-of-use right 
out of the box. Unlike other BBS 
software packages, with PCBoard 
there is no need to buy expensive 
add-on modules to get key 
features such as an Internet/ 
UUCP Gateway; a Fido Mailer; 
QWK Mail Support; Credit 
Accounting; SysOp Utilities; 
dBASE File Access; Multi- 
Channel CHAT; Local/Network 
and Remote/Dial-In Logins; and 
support for both Intelligent and 
Non-Intelligent Multi-Port Hard- 
ware with port speeds up to 
115,200 bps. 
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'S PCBoard. 
1.800.356.1686 


With PCBoard you also get the 
PCBoard Mail Manager for 
Microsoft Windows, called 
PCBMail. This native Microsoft 
Windows E-Mail application is 
fully integrated with PCBoard, 
providing a complete solution to 
your in-house DOS, Windows and 
OS/2 E-Mail needs. 


"The PCBoard Programming 
Language (PPLC) is this year's 
winner of the prestigious Dvorak 
Award for Outstanding PC 
Felecommunications Technology." 


We are here to back you up after 
the sale with free voice support 
and software upgrades for the 
first year AND free technical 
Support via our Customer 
Support BBS for as long as you 
run the software. 


With our optional PCBoard 
Programming Language Com- 
piler (PPLC) you can create your 
own online applications (PPE’s) 
and install them into any display 
screen, menu or prompt. PPE's 
may be executed by any 
PCBoard BBS. 


Compare and Save! 


Nodes $150 
Nodes with PPLC $ 200 
Nodes $ 250 
Nodes with PPLC $ 300 
Nodes $ 350 
Nodes with PPLC $ 400 


25 
50 
100 
250 
1000 


1000+ Nodes with PPLC 


Nodes with PPLC 
Nodes with PPLC 
Nodes with PPLC 
Nodes with PPLC 
Nodes with PPLC 


$ 550 
$ 750 
$ 950 
$ 2,000 
$ 7,000 
§ CALL 


Clark Development Company, Inc. 3950 South 700 East, Suite 303, Murray, Utah 84107-2173 
Telephone: 801.261.1686 ¢ Fax: 801.261.8987 « BBS: 801.261.8976 * E-Mail: info@clarkdev.com 


© Copyright Clark Development Company, Inc. 1994. All Rights Reserved. PCBoard is a registered trademark and PPLC and PCBMail are trademarks of Clark Development Company, tnc. 


